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THE 

Age of LEWIS XIV. 

— ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . 1 - 

CHAP. CLXXIII. 

Conqueft of the Franche-Comte* Peace 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, 

TH £ whole court was taken up with the 
(diveriions at St. Germain's, when, in the 
midft of wintei-, in the month of Janu- 
ary, every one was furprifed to fee troops in 
motion on all fides, and feveral bodies coming 
and going on the road to Champagne, in the 
three biflioprics. Several trains of battering 
cannon, and waggom loaded with ammunition^ 
iloppcd under dSercnt preteinc^s on the route 
which leads from Champagne to Burgundy. 
This part of France was filled with movements, 
of which no one could conjedure the caufe. 
Fwrigners through intereft, and the courtiers 
•tiirough curiofity, exhaufted themfelves in fur- 
mizes ; Germany was alarmed ; but every one- 
wa« alike ignorant of the objeft of thcfe vaft 
preparations and irregular marches. Never 
Vol. VII. ^ B was 
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2 The A.GE of 

Was more fecrecy obferved in a confp!racy«thaii 
ill this expedition of Lewis XIV. At.lengtl^ 
on the fecond of February, the king himfelf fet 
out from St. Germain's, with the young duke 
of Enguien and fome of his courtiers, the other 
officers were at the place of rendezvous ap- 
pointed for the troops. He made long journeys 
on hgrfeback, and arrived at Diion. Twenty 
thoufandmen, who had been:aflerabled on dif- 
ferent routes, met the fame day in the Franche- 
Comte, at fome leagues diftance from Befan^on, 
and the great Conde appeared at their head^ 
having his friend Bouteville-Montmorency * 
for his diief lieutenant-general, lately made 
duke of Luxembourg, and who had always 
preferved an inviolable attachment to him 
through every change of his fortune. Lux- 
enibourg had ftudied the art of war under the 
great Conde, and his great merit obliged the 
.king, who did not love him, to employ him. 

The fprings of this unforefeeq expedition 
were thefe : the prince of Conde was jealous of 
Turenne's reputation f ; and Louvois J of his 

* Fi'iincis Henry de Montmorency, duke of Luxembourg, 
peer and marechal of France, count de BouteviUe and de 
LuiTe, lord of Brecy, &c. was the pofthumous fon of Francis 
de Montmorency, count de Lufle and de BouteviUe, and be- 
^camc one of the greateft generals that France «ver pro« 
cluced. 

f It may perhaps be unnecefTary to Inform the reader 
«that this great captain, Henry de la Tour vicomte de Tu- 
renne, was fecond fon to the duke of Bouinon. 

{ Louvois- Francis -Michael le TelHer marquis de Louvois« 
was the eldef) fon of Michael le Tellier. chancellor of Frailce* 
As fecretary of war, and afterwards minifter »of ftate, he 
di(\in^uifhed himfelf by his capacity and diligence, and was 
famous for the^ art of providing magazines for the ufe of 
armies, 

favoiMT 
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LEWIS XIV. 3 

ftivour with his mafter, Conde's Jealoufy was 
that of an hero, Louvois' that ot a minifter. 
The prince, who was governor of Burgundy* 
w4iich borders upon the Franche-Comte, had 
formed the proje<% of making bimfelf mafter of 
this province during the winter feafon, in as 
fhorta-time as Turenne had taken in the fore- 

f)ing fumnxer to make the conqueft of French 
landers. He immediately commu»icated his 
fcheme i;o Louvois, who eagerly embraced it, 
glad of an opportunity of removing Turenne to 
a diftance, and making him ufelels, and at the 
fame time of ferving hi« mafter. 

This province, which was then very poor, 
but extremely wejl peopled, is forty leagues 
long^ and twenty broad. It was called the 
Franche-Comte, (or the free country,) and 
was a£lually fo ; for the Spanifh kings were 
ratber its protestors than its mafters : and 
though this country was in the government of 
Flanders, yetit was very little dependent on it. 
The admimftration was d^ided and difputed 
between the parliamendjHpHie governor of 
Franche-Comte. 'T^^jHI^^^ enjoyed many 
condderable priviIeges,9Rich the court of Ma- 
drid werecaiitious of ipringing, being defirous 
CO keep- fair with a pfovincethat was jealous 
of its rights, and fo near a neighbour to France. 
Never did people live under a milder govern- 
ment, or were more attached to their fovereigns. 
They had preferved an affecSion to the houfc 
of Auftria for near two generations j but this 
was rather the love of their liberty. 

In a word, the Franche-Comte was happy, 

though poor ; but as it was a kind of republic, 

there were neccflarily fome fadions among its 

fe 2 ia- 
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4 TheAGEof 

inhabitants ^ and notwithftanding what is faid 
by Pelifibn, Lewis did not confine hiolfelf 
merely to force on this occafion* 

He began by gaining over fome of the in- 
habitants, by prefents and promifes. He made 
fure of the abbot John Watteville, brother to 
him who having infulted the French ambaf- 
fador at a public entry at London, had by 
this outrage occafioned the humiliation of the 
Spanifh branch of the houfe of Auftria*. This 
abbot, who had formerly been an officer, then 
a Carthufian friar, afterwards a Turk, and laft 
of all a churchman, had the promife of being 
made high dean, and of having feveral other 
preferments in the church. The count of 
St. Amour, the governor's nephew, was like* 
wife bribed, and the governor himfelf at laft 
proved not inflexible. A numSer of the coun- 
fellors of the parliament were bought at ' a 
reafonable rate, and all thefe private, intrigues 
were at their very beginning feconded by an 
army of twenty thoufand men. Befan^on, the 
capital of the provi^jse, is invefted by the prince 
of Conde. Luxembourg marches to Salins ; 
and the next day Befan^on and Salins fur- 
render. Befan^on infifted on no other terms 
of capitulation than that it ihould remain in 
pofleffion of the holy handkerchief, which was 
held in great reverence in that city, and which 
was very readily granted them. The king be- 
ing arrived at Dijon, Louvois, who had haftened 
t<^4^^rontiers to diredl all the marches, cpmes 
ancHVi forms them at the^fame time, that the(c 
two towns are befieged and taken. The king 

♦ Sec Chap. CLXXI, Vol. VI^ 
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LEWIS XIV, 5 

nnmediately flies to .(hew himfelf to fortune» 
who did every thing for him. 

He next went and laid fiege to Dole, in per* 
fon, a place reputed very ftrong, in which the 
count of Montrevel commanded ; a perfon of 
diftinguifhed valour, who, out of a groatnefs of 
mind was faithful to the Spanifh government, 
which he hated, and a parliament which he 
(defpifed. His garrifon confifted of no more 
than four hundred foldiers, and the inhabitants 
of the place, and yet he bravely refolved to de- 
fend it. The trenches were not carried on in 
form ; for no fooner were they opened than a 
crowd of young volunteers, who had followed 
the king, flew to attack the counterfcarp, on 
^ich they made a lodgment. The prince of 
Conde, whofe age and experience gave him a 
more fedate courage, fupported them properly, 
and by (baring in their danger extricated them 
from it. This prince was every where with 
his fon; and went to give an account of all 
that paflfed to the king, as if. he had been an 
officer who had his fortune to make. The 
king remained in his quarters, where he d^f- 
played the dignity of a monarch in his court* 
rather than that impetuous ardour which is by 
no means neceflary. The fame ceremonials 
were obferved there as at St. Germain's. He 
had his great couche, and his lefler one; he 
had his drawing-rooms, his public audience 
hall in his tent, and never (looped from j:he 
dignity of the throne in any other refped): than 
that of permitdng his general officers and aids- 
de«camp to dine at the fame table with him. 
He never was feen to expofc himfelf to the 
ruder fatigues of war, nor to (hew that rafh 
B 3 • courage 
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IS The A GE of 

courage for which Francis I. and Henry IV. 
were fo famous, who greedily fought after dan^ 
ger ir^ all ftiapcs. He was contented with not 
fearing it himfelf, and with encouraging all 
about him to rufli into it with ardour for his 
fervice. He entered Dole^ after four days fiegCj 
and twelve days after his departure . from St. 
Germain's, and in lefs than three weeks the 
whole province of Franche-Comte was reduced. 
The Spanifli council, both amazed and incenfed 
at the fmall refiftance which had been made, 
told the governor in a letter, '^ That the 
French king fhould hctve fent his valets to 
take pofTeffion of the province, inftead of march- 
ing againft it in perfoH." 

So much ambition and good fortune roufed 
Europe from its lethargy. The empire began 
to flir, and the emperor to raife troops. The 
Swifs nation, who are neighbours to the peo- 
ple of Franche-Comte, and who have nothing 
lo depend upon but their liberty, trembled for 
ihemfelvcs. The reft of Flanders might be in- 
vaded the enfuing fpring : the Dutch, whofe 
intereft it had always been to have the French 
,their friends, (huddered at the thoughts of hav- 
ing them forneighbours. Spain had then re- 
courfe for protefiioii, and aflually received ' it 
from that inconfiderable nation, which it had 
hitherto looked upon as a contemptible and re* 
bellious people. 

Holland was then governed by John de Wht, 
who had been chofen grand peitfionary, when 
he was only twenty-five years old ; a man who 
had the freedom of his country as much at heart 
as his own perfonal greatnefs : wedded to the 
old republican principles, frugality ;^nd mode- 
ration. 
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t E W I S XIV. 7 

fSttoiT, he kept only one man and a maid, and 
walked always on foot at the Kague, while iiv 
the negociations of Europe his name was ranked 
with that of the moft powerful kings : he was a 
perfon of unwearied application, of the greateft 
jegularity, prudence, and ailiduity in public af- 
fairs ; an excellent citizen, a great politician^ 
and yet in the end very unfortunate. 

He had contraded a friendfliip with Sir WiU 
liam Temple, the Englifh ambaffador at the 
Hague, which is rarely to be found between 
ilatefmen. . Sir William was a philofopher, 
who blended a tafte for literature with public 
affairs, and an honed man, notwithftanding 
that biibop Burnet has reproached him with 
atheifm ; he was born with a prudent republican 
genius, loved Holland like his own country, 
becaufe it was the feat t)f liberty, of which he 
was as jealous as the grand pendonary himfelf. 
Thefe two excellent members of community, 
joined with count Dohna, the Swedifli ambaf- 
fador, to ftop the French king's progrefs. 

This period was diftinguiflied by rapid events.- 
That part of Flanders which is called French 
Flanders had been all taken within three 
months, and the Franche-Gomte in the fpaoe 
of three weeks* The treaty entered into between 
Holland, England, and Sweden, for maintaining 
the balance of power in Europe, and bridling 
the ambition of Lewis XIV, was propofed and 
eoncluded in five days time *. 

The French monarch was i\ot a little irr- 
eenfed, that a pitiful ftate like that of Holland 
ihould have prefumed to think of fetting bounds 

• This was called the triple alliance. . 

B 4 ta 
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to his c^nquefts, and being the arbiter between 
crowned heads ; and ftill more fo, that it was 
in a condition to do it. He was fenfibly afFe£led 
with this indignity put upon his greatnefs by 
the Dutch, which he was obliged* to fwallow 
> for the prefent ; but for which be from that 
inftant meditated revenge. 

Ambitious, powerful, and incenfed ashewas^ 
he yet found it moft prudent to divert the ftorm 
which began to gather from all parts of Europe^ 
He himfelf made the firft overtures for peace. 
Aix-la>Chapelle was pitched upon by the courts 
of France and Spain for the place of conferences, 
and the new pope, Rofpigliofi, (Clement IX.) 
was chofen mediator. 

The court of Rome, to cover its weak- 
nefs with a fhew of credit, earneftly con<- 
tended for the honour of being the arbitei: be* 
tween crowned heads. It had been difappointed 
at the peace of the Pyrennees ; but it feemed to 
have carried its point at this of Aix-la-Chapelle. 
A nuncio was fent to the congrefs, to be a 
phantom of an arbiter between phantoms of 
plenipotentiaries. The Dutch, who already 
began to feel a thirft for honour, would not 
fhare that of concluding what they had begun 
with any other. Accordingly ev^ry thing was 
in fad fettled at St. Germain's, by their am* 
baflador Van-Beuning. What had been pri- 
vately agreed upon there with him, was fent to 
Aix-ia-Chapelle to be figned in great pomp by 
the miniilers ai]^mbled at the congrefs. Who 
could have fuppofed thirty years before, that a 
burgher of Holland would oblige the kings of 
France and Spain to abide by his arbitration ? 

This 
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LEWIS XIV. 9 

This Van-Beuning, who was btirgotnafter 
of Amfterdam, had all the vivacity of a French- 
man, with the pride of a Spaniard. He to6l& a 
-pleafure to thwart the king's imperious difpo* 
iition on all occafions ; and oppofed a repub* 
lican inflexibility to the magifterial tone, whicb 
the French minifters began to aflume. *' Do 
you doubt the king's word ?" faid monficur de 
Lionne to him, one day at a conference. ^^1 
know not what the king may intend, faid Van*'- 
Beuning, I only confider what he may do.'*^ 
In (hort, at the court of the proudeflf monarch 
in the world, a Ample burgomafter concluded 
by his own authority a peace by which the king 
was obliged to reftore the Franche- **- 
Comte. The Dutch would have been ^^^^ * 
much better pleafed that he had reffored Flan- 
ders, by which they would have been frec^d 
from fo formidable a neighbour : • but all Europe 
thought the king fhewed fuiBcient moderation, 
in parting with the Franche-Comte. However, 
he was a greater gainer by keeping the towns 
in Flanders, as by this means he opened him* 
felf a way into Holland, whofe deftru6tion he 
meditated even while he appeared, to make the 
greateft concei&ons. 



B 5 CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLXXIV. 

Magnificence of Lewis XIV. Conquctt of 
Holland. 

LEWIS XIV. being obliged to remain 
peaceable for fome time, continued, as he 
had begun, to regulate, fortify, and embelliih 
his kingdom. His example (hewed, that an 
abfolute prince, who has good intentions, can 
compafs the greateft things without difficulty. 
He had only to command ; and the fucceffes 
in the adminiftration wext no lefs rapid than 
his conquefts had been. It was a thing truljr 
wonderful to fee the fea-ports, which were in 
;a manner de folate and in cuins, now furrounded 
with works which ferved at once for their or- 
;nament and defence, full of fhipping and feamen, 
and containing upwards of fixty large vefFels^ 
which might occafionally be fitted for war. 
New colonies were every day failing from all 
the ports in the kingdom, under the proteftion 
sxftht French flag, for America, the Eaft Indies, 
and the coaft of Barbary. ^At the fame time, 
thaufands of hands were employed at home 
under the king's eye, in raifing immenfe edifices,, 
and in all the arts which architefture intro- 
duces ; while thofe of the more noble and inge- 
nious kind embellifhed the court and capital^ 
and difFufed a degree of delight and fame over 
the kingdom, of which the preceding age had 
not even an idea. Literature flouriflied, and 
good tafte and found reafoning made their way 
into the fchools of error and barbarifm. But a 

more 
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mbtt circumftantial account of thefe things, 
which made the happinefs and glory of France^ 
will be found in their proper place in this work : 
at prefent we muft confine ourfelves to general 
9nd military affairs. 

At this period Portugal exhibited a ftrange 
fpedlacle to the reft of Europe. Don Alphonfo,. 
the unworthy fon of the fortunate Don Joha^' 
cf .Braganza, reigned in that kingdom. H& 
was a weak and hot-headed man. His wife^. 
who was daughter to the duke of Nemours,'-. 
had conceived a piflion for his' brother, Doa-- 
" Pedro, and had the bqldnefs to form a defiga* 
of dethroning hec hufband and marrying the 
man flie loved. The brutiflinefs of her hufband 
m fomfi meafiire juftlfied this bold attempt of 
tte queen's. Alphonfo was of a more than>' 
common bodily ftrength : he had had a child ^ 
by a courtezan, whom- he publickly acknow- 
ledged for his own: he had for a long time.^ 
cohabited with the queen his wife, and yet, not- 
withftfinding all this, {he accufed him of impo- • 
tency, and having by her dexterous manage- 
ment acquired that authority ia the kingdom, . 
which her hufband had loft by his mad frenzy ; . 
ihe ihut him up in a prifon, and obtained a dif- 
penfation. from the pope to marry her brother* 
iq-law* It is not in the lea{1> furprifing that 
the court/ of .Rome fhould grant thefe difpen- 
fations; but it is very extraordinary, that thofe 
who haye the power in their own hands fhould-; 
ftand in need of them. This event, which = 
afFeclcd only the royal family, and caufed no 
revolution in the kingdom of Portugal, nor pro- 
duced aay change in the aiFairs of Europe, .. 
.. B- 6, merits* 



itized by Google 



12 TheAGEof 

merits our attention only on account of iti 
fin^ularity. 

France foon afterwards gave afylum to a 
king who defcended from the throne in another 
manner : this was John Cafunir, king of Poland, 
who renewed the example of queen Chriftina. 
Tired by the fatigues of government, and dc- 
firous to live happily, he pitched upon Pari8> 
for the place of his retreat, and retired to the 
abbey of St. Germain, of which he was abbot. 
Paris, which had (or fome years paft been 
the abod^ of all the arts, alForded a delightful 
refidence for a prince who fought the enjoy- 
ment of focial pleafures, aiid was a lover of 
learning. He had beert a jefuit and a car- 
dinal, before- he was king; and now, equally 
difgufted with the regal and ecclefiaftical ftate,- 
was only defirous of living as a private per- 
foh and a philofopher, and would never fufFer 
the title of majefty to be given him at P^ris. 

But an affair of a more interefting nature 
•took up the attention of all the Chriltian po- 
tentates. 

The Turks^ who, though not fo formidable 
as under their Mahomets, their Selims, and 
their Solymans, were ftill dangerous, and ftreng- 
thened by our divifions, had been laying fiege 
to the ifland of Candy for above two years, 
with all the forces of the empire. We can 
hardly fay whether it was moft aftonifeing, 
that the Venetians made fo long a defence, or 
that the princes of Europe {hould have aban- 
doned them. 

Times were greatly changed. Formerly, when 
Chriftendom was in a barbarous fbte, a pope, or 
cfena monk, could fend forth millions of .Chri- 

ftiam 
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ftiaas to m^e war upon the Mahometajfis in 
their own empire: our dominions were ftripp^ 
.of men and money, to make the conqueft of' 
idle wretched and barren province of Judaea ; 
and aow that the ifland of Candy, deemed 
the bulwark of Chrifteodom, was over-run by 
fixty thoufand Turks; the Chriftian kines 
looked on with indi^rence while it wa$ lolt. 
A few gaUies fent by the Maltefe and the pope, 
vert the onlv fiiceours this republic received 
to defend itfeif againft the whole Ottoman em- 
pire. The fenate of Venice, with all its pru- 
dence, was unable with fuch weak fuccours to 
withftuid the grand vizir Kiuperli, who was 
an able mtnifter, a ftill more able general, and 
mafter of ^he Turkiih empire, affifted by a for- 
midable army» and even provided with good 
engineers. 

Lewis in vain attempted to fet the other 
princes of Europe an example in affifting Candy. 
The galleys and fliips of war which he had newly 
built in the port of Toulon tranfported thither 
feven thoufand men, under the command of 
the duke of Beaufort : but this affiftance proved 
too weak in this dangerous conjuncture, no 
other court chufing to imitate the generofity 
of France. ' 

A private French gentleman, named La Feuil- 
lade, did an aAion on this occafion which had 
no example, but in the- old times of chivalry. 
He carried near three hundred gentlemen over * 
to Candy at his own expence, though he had 
but a moderate fortune. If any other nation 
had affifted the Venetians in the fame propor- 
tion with La Feuillade, it is more than pro- 
hMc that tlie idand might have been faved* 

Thefe' 



itized by Google 



14 The A G B of 

Thefe fuccours, hdwiever, only fefved to* retard' 
its fall for fome days, and to fpill a great deal 
of blood tano purpofe. The duk* of Beau- 

scDt j6 ^°^' ^^^ ^"'^^ ^" ^ ^^"y ^ ^"^ ^^^ ^'^» 

i66q ^^^"^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^P of afhes, was fur- 
^ rendered to ' the grand ' vizir by ca- 
pitnlatidn. 

• At this fiegc, the Turks had fhewed them- 
felves fuperior even to the Chriftians, in the 
knowledge of the military art. The largeft' 
cannon which had hitherto been feen in Europe,- 
were caft in their cartip. They were the firft: 
who drew parallel lines in the trenches. It 
is from them that we learnt this cuftom ; 
but they were indebted for it themfelves to an*; 
Italian engineer. It is certain, that a viftorious 
people, fuch as-the Turks then were, with their* 
experience, courage, riches, and that unwearied > 
perfeverance which then- made- their diftinguifh- 
ing charafter, might have conquered Italy, and r 
, mad^ themfelves mailers of Rome in a very 
Ifttle time ; but the daftardly emperors they • 
have fince had, their bad generals, and their- 
faulty adminiftration) have preferved- Chri- 
ftendoni. - 

The king, little affefted with thefe diftant: 
events, waited only for the ripening <5f his grand ; 
projeft, of conquering all the Netherlands, and 
beginning by Holland. The opportunity be- . 
came every day more favourable. This little 
republic was miftrefs of the feas,- but by land 
nothing could be more weak; In- alliance with 
England and Spain, and at peace with France, 
' ihe placed too much fecurity in treaties, and 
the advantages accruing from an immcfife trade; 
and with' a well difcipUned knd invincible naval . 

powcr^ - 
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power her land foVces were as badly provided 
and contemptible. The cavalry was compofcd 
only of burghers, who never ftirred out of their 
houfes, and payed the dregs of the people to do 
duty in their ftead. The infantry v^as nearly 
upon the fame footing. Commiffions in the 
army, and even the command of garrifon towns, 
were given to children, or the relations of bur- 
gomafters, brought * up m idlenefs and inexpe- 
rience, who confidered their poAs in the fame 
light as prieftsdo^ their benefices» The pen- 
fionary, John de Witt^ endeavoured to reform 
this abufe -, but he did not endeavour at ft fuf- 
iiciently, and this was-one of the great faults of 
this famous republican. 

. In order to facilitate Lcwis'^s fcheme, it was 
previoufly neceflary-to detach England from its 
alliance with the Dutch, whofe ruinTeemed in- 
evitably to follow, upon their being deprived of 
this fupport. The king found no difficult mat- • 
ter to perfuade Charles II. to concur in his 
defigns. This monareh indeed was not much 
affefted with the difgrace thrown upon his 
reign and the EngJiih nation, when his ihips 
were burnt even in the river Thames by the 
Dutch fleet. He entertained no thoughts of re- 
venge or conqueft. He was defirous of enjoy- • 
ing a life of pleafure, and reigning as much as 
poffible without controuL This was his weak 
fide : accordingly Lewis, who had only to fpeak 
the word, and be fupplied with what money 
he had occafion for, promifed Charles a very 
conilderable fum, who was not able to raife 
any himfelf without the concurrence of his^ 
parliament. This fccret alliance be- , 
twcen the tWQ kings- was known to no '^^ 

one 
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one in France but Madame^ After to Charles 
II. and wife to Monfieur* the king's biotbert 
to Louvois, and Turenne. 

A young princefs then, who was only twenty- 
five years of age, was the plenipotentiary pitched 
upon to put the finiihing hand to this treaty 
with Charles. A vifit which the king was to 
make to his new conquefts of Dunkirk and 
Lifle ferved as a pretence for Madame's journey 
over to England. The pomp and granaeur ef 
the ancient kings of Afia were nothing in oom- 
parifon with the magnificence of this excurfion. 
The king was always preceded or followed by 
thirty thoufand men, while on the road, fome 
of whom were deftined to reinforce the garri* 
fons of the conquered countries, others to work 
. at the fortifications, and the reft to level the 
roads. His majefty was likewife accompanied 
by the queen his confort, all the princefles of th^ 
blopd, and the moft beautiful ladies of his courts 
amongft whom Madame fhone with a fuperior 
luftre, and fecretly enjoyed the glory and fatif- 
h&ion of all this parade, which was wholly on 
her account. It was one continual feaft front 
St. Germain to Lifle. 

The king, willing to gain the hearts of his 
new fubjeSts, and to dazzle the eyes of the . 
neighbouring ftates, diftributed his liberalitiea 
wherever he came, to a degree of profufion. 
The moft magnificent prefents were lavi(hed 
upon every one who had the leaft pretext for 
/peaking to him. The princefs Henrietta em- 
barked at Calais to pay a vifit to her brother^ 
#irho was already come as far as Canterbury to 
receive her. Charles, blinded by the love he 
bore his ilfter> aftd the great fums promifed him 

from 
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from France, figncd every thing that Lewis 
XIV. defired, and Igid a foundation for the 
ruin of Holland, in the midft of feaftings and 
diverfions. ♦ 

The lofs of Madame*, who died in afudden 
and fhocking manner, immediately upon her 
return from England, and drew great fufpiciona 
upon the duke of Orleans her hu(band, made 
no alteration in what had^ been refolved upon 
between the two kings. The (boils of the re- 
public they had devoted to deftruftion, were 
already (hared by the fecret treaty between them, 
in the fame manner as Flanders had been (bared 
between the Dutch and the French in 1635. 
Thus ftates frequently change their views, 
their aJlknces, and their cnmitte9, «nd are not 
unfrequently difappointcd, in all their pro- 
jefls. The runiour of this approaching ex- 
pedition began to fpread abroad, , but Europe 
liftened to it without being ftlrred. The em- 
peror, taken up with Editions in Hungary, 
the Swede lulled afleep by negociations, and 
the Spanifih monarchy ftill weak and ever irre- 
folute and flow iit its determinations, left Lewis 
XIV. to follow the career of his ambition un- 
interrupted. 

To complete its misfortune, Holland was at 
that time divided into two factions, the one- 

* T^e dutphels of Orlesms, immediately after her return 
to France^ wa«y tn confequence of drinking a glafs of fuc- . 
cory water^ by her phyfician's dircftion, feized with rack- 
ing pains in the bov^els, of which (he died. She was fup- 
pofed to have fi^len a focrifice to the jealoafy of her buf- 
band, who feemed to take nn^age .at the. intimacy of 
friendfhip tl^tt fubl|fte4 between hei: and bi» brother 
Lewis Xir, 

com- 
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compofcdof rigid republicansi to whom the leaffi 
fhadbw of abfolute authorjty feenled a monfter 
contrary to the laws of human fociety : the^ 
other of republicans of a more moderate dif- 
poiition, who were defirous of invefting the 
young prince of Orange, afterwards the famousr 
William III. with the pofts and dignities of his* 
anceftors. The grand penfiojiary John de Wit, 
and his brother Cornelius, were at the head .of 
the rigid ificklers for liberty ; but the young . 
prince*s party began to gain ground. The re- 
public Was more attentive to its domeftic dif- 
fentions, than to the danger which threatened it 
from without, and thus contributed' to its own 
ruin. 

Lewis notonlvpurchafed'tfielcingofEngliindJ'. 
but he likewife Drought over the eledor of Co- 
logne, and the famous Van Galen,* bifliop of 
Munfter, who was greedy of war and plunder, 
and was naturally an enemy to the Dutch. 
£tewis had formerly affifted.them.againft the bi-^ 
Ihop, and now jpihed with him for their de- 
ftruftion. The Swedes,/who had joined with 
the republic in 1668, to check the progrefs of a 
conqueror who had then nb defigns agaihft them, 
abandoned, her. as fopn^as they faw her threat- 
ened with ruixi, atid^renrewed; their old connec- 
tions with France, on condition of receiving 
the former fubfidies. 

It is fomewhat li»gukr and worthy of re-^ 
mark, that of all the enemieswho' were about 
to fall upon this petty ftia^te, , there was not one 
that could alJedgei 9 lawful pretext for enteripg 
;into the war. T,his was much fuch an under- 
taking as the leagtic between Lewis XII. the 
emperor JV.aximilian and the kingof Spaih^ 
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who entered into a covenant to deftroy the re- 
public of Venice, only for being rich and 
haughty. 

The ftates-general in the utmoft confter- 
natioi* wrote to the kmg, bcfeeching him in the 
faumbleft manner to let them know if the great 
preparations he was making were really deftined 
againft them, his ancient friends and faithful 
allies ? How they had offended him, or what 
fatisfa£lron he required ? To thefe remonftrances 
he returned for anfwer, ** That he ftxourd em- 
ploy his troops in fuch manner as became his 
dignity, for which he fhould be accountable te 
no one.** All the reafons his minifters could 
give were, that the writer of the Dutch Gazette 
had been too infolent, and that Van Beuning 
was faid to have'caufed a medal to be (truck, rc- 
Ae&ing upon the honour of Lewis XIV. Van 
Beuning's Chriftian name was Jofhua. Ataftifc 
for devices prevailed at that time' in France. 
Lewis XIV. had taken a fun for his, with this 
legend : Necpluribus impar.** Now it was pre*- 
tended that Van Beuning, in the medal in 
queftion, which however never had exiftence, 
was reprefented with a fun, and thefe Words for 
the motto : In confpeSfu meoJietitfil\ *« At fight 
qfmejthe fun flood ftill*." It is certain, that 
the ftates-general had ordered a medal to be 

fti-uck, 

* It is certain that a medal was afterwards ftruck in 
Holland, which was foppofed to . be that o( Van Beun- 
ing, but it bad no date, on which there is the reprefen- 
tation of a battle, with the meridian fun dartiog its rays 
down upon th^ combatants, with this legend t Stetit fel in 
medio cceli. This medal, which was the work of fome pri* 
vate perlbns, was not ftruck till after the battle of Hochile^ 
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ftruck, expreffing all the glorious deeds cff 
the republic in the following legend: Jf' 
fertis legihusy emendatis facris^ adjuiis defm" 
fisy ccf9ciliatis regibus^ wmdicata marium libera 
tatej Jiabilita orbis J^ur^pa quiete : '* The laws 
afierted, religion amended, princes fuccoured,. 
defended, and reconciled; the freedom of the 
ocean vindicated, and peace reftored to £u-^ 
rope." 

In all this they boafted of nothing more than^ 
they had done, and yet they ordered the mould^ 
of this medal to be broke, in order to appeafe 
I»ewi$'s anger. 

The king of England on his fide pretended' 
that their fleet denied the honours due to the 
Englifh fla£» by refufing to lower their topfailo^ 
to an Enghfli pleafare^boat, and complained of 
a certain pt&ure in which Cornelius* de Wit, 
the penflonary's brother^ was painted with the 
enfigns of a conqueror* On the back-ground' 
the painter had exhibited a reprefentation of 
fhips on fire. The truth is, that Cornelius de 
Wit, who bore a confiderable (hare in the ma* 
ritime exploits againft England, bad indulged 
himfelf 4|i this trifling monument of his fame.; 
but the pi£ture itfelf was in a manner unknown, 
and hung in a noom where hardly any pne ever 
entered. The Englifli minifters, niHho had tranf- 
mitted their mailer's pretended grievances in 

Li-L__i- .-ti ■- rin^-MT— *r-r---- '■■-■■ " - - ;;_ 

or Blenheim^ in 1709, tnd relates to thefe two verfes wbitb 
were handed about at that time : 

jflttr in igrtgio nuptr etrtamm yoju* 
Clrnimvit^ Jdfia GaHice, filfMeJfttif, 

Now, Van Beunln^** Chriftlan name was Conrad, . ana 
aet Jofliua. 

writing 
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writing to the ftates-general, made mention of 
certain '* Abufive Pi<Shircs." Now the Dutch, 
who always tranflate the memorials of foreign 
minifters into French, had rendered the term 
" Abufive," bv the French word fautifsj trom- 
^eursj falfe or lying pi&ures ; upon which the/ 
returned for ^fwer, that they did not koov 
what was meant by fyingpi^ures; in ihort, thev 
never once conceived, that it related to this 
portrait of their fellow-citizen, nor could they 
imagine this to be a pretext for the war* 

All that the efforts of ambition and human 
forefight could devife for the deftrudion of a * 
nation, was put in pra&ice by Lewis XIV. 
The hiftory of mankind hardly furniihes us 
with an inftance of fuch formidaUe preparations 
being made for fo fmall an expedition. Of all 
the different conquerors that have invaded a' 
part of the world, not one ever began the ca- 
reer of conqueft with fo. many regular troops, 
and fo much money, as Lewis employed in fub- 
duing the petty ftate of the United Provinces* 
No Tefs than fifty millions, which were worth 
ninety-feven millions of our pnefent* currency, 
were expended in tbefe pompous preparations. 
Thirty men of war, of fifty guns each, joined 
the Engliih fleet, conftfting fS an hundred faiU 
The king» accompanied by his brother the duke 
of Orleans, marched at die head of one hun<« 
dred and twelve thou&nd men towards Maef<» 
tricbt wd Charleroi, on the frontiers of Spa-* 
nifl) Flanders and Holland. The hifliop of 
Mupft^r and the eledor of Cologne bad about 
twenty tboufand more. The prince of Comde 
and the marfhal Turenne were the head-gene** 
^9 of theJfing's ^mji mi iJ^ dviif» of Lux« 

cmbourK 
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cmbourg commanded under them. Vauban had 
the direction of the (ieges. Louvois was pre- 
iisnt in all places, with his cuftomary vigilance. 
Never was there fo magnificent an army, and 
at the fame tune fo well difciplinejd ; bat the 
king's houfliold 'troops, which were newly re- 
formed, made a moft glorious fpeftacle.. They 
confided of four companies of gardes du corps^ 
or body-guards, each company compofed of 
three hundred gentlemen, among whom there 
were a .confiderable number of young cadets, 
who ferved. without pay, but were equally fub- 
jeft to ftri(ft military difciplihe with the reft ; 
two hundred gendarmes of the guard, two hun- 
dred light-horfe, five hundred muflceteers, three 
hundred chofcn gentlemen remarkable for their 
youth and handfome appearance, twelve com- 
panies of gendarmerie, fince augmented to the 
number of faxteen ; even the hundred Swifs re- 
giment accompanied the king on this occafion, 
and the royal regiment of French and Swifs 
guards mounted before the houfe where he took 
up his reiidence, or at the door of his tent. 
Thefe troops, the greater part of whom were 
covered with gold and filver, were at once the 
obje£): of terror and admiration to a people who 
were ftrangers to all kind of magnificence ; and 
the exadi difcipline which was kept up in this 
army, made it appear in a difi^erent light to any 
that had yet been fecn. There were at that 
time no infpe£lors of the horfe and foot, as 
there has fince been; but the/e offices were per- 
formed by two men who were fingular in their 
way. Martinet * put the infantry upon the 

* •Hence tU ftrift difcipUnlriant hav* beenHUiinguiihed 
hj the name of Martin«u. 
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footing of difcipline in which we now fee it; 
and the chevalier de Fourillcs did the fame by 
the cavalry. Martinet had, a year before, in- 
troduced the ufe of the bayonet among fome of 
the regiments : before him it had never heen 
made ufe of in a conftant or uniform manner. 
This laft effort of what perhaps is the moft ter- 
jible of the whole military art, was already 
known, but had been little pradifed, becauie 
fpears were ftill much in ufe. This fame offi- 
-cer fikewife invented copper boats for bridges, 
which might ealily be tranfported in waggons, 
or on horfeback. The king, fecure of fuccefs 
and glory from all thefe advantages, carried 
along with him an hiftorian to write his con- 
/quefts. This was Peliflbn, of whom mention 
will be made in the article of polite arts, a per- 
fon whofe talent lay more in good writing than 
avoiding flattery. 

Againft the great Conde, Turenne, Luxem- 
.bourg^ Vauban, an army of one hundred and 
thirty .thoufand men, an incredible train of ar- 
tillery, and immenfe funjs of money, to bribe 
the fidelity of thofe who commanded garrifon- 
towns, what had the republic of Holland to op- 
pofe? A young prince of a weak conftitution, 
who had never feen a battle or a fiege, ,and 
about twenty-five thoufand bad foldiers, which 
were.all the ftrength of the country. William^ 
prince of Orange, who was about twenty-two 
years old, had lately been ele(9:ed captain-gene- 
.ral of .the land-forces, in fpite of the oppofition 
of John de Witt, who could no longer with- 
fiand the wiflies of the nation. This prince, 
omder the Dutch phlegm, concealed an ardent 
jimbition. and love of glory, which ever after- 
wards 
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wards manifefted itfelf in its conduA, without 
ever appearing in his diicourfe. <<He was of a 
cold and four difpofition, but of an adive and 
penetrating genius. His courage^ which never 
abandoned biro, fupported his feeble and lan- 
guid body under fatigues which feemed above 
liis ftrength. He was valiant without oftenta- 
tion, a;nbltious without being fond of vain 
glory, and endowed by nature with a phlegmatic 
obflinacy, fprmed for combating adverfity. He 
delighted in war and politics, and was equally 
a flranger to the joys of fociety, or the pleafures 
attendant upon greatnefs ; in a word, he was 
in almoft every refpcA the diredt oppofite to 
Lewis XIV. 

He was unable at fir& to make head againft 
the torrent which overflowed his country ; his 
forces were but inconfiderable, and even his au- 
thority was greatly limited by the ftates. The 
whole power of France was ready to fall upon 
a republic which had nothing toaefendit. The 
imprudent duke of Lorraine, who endeavoured 
to raife troops in order to join his fortune with 
that of the republic, hadjuft beheld his countxy 
feized upon by the French troops, with as much 
facility as they can feize upon Avignon on any 
quarrel with the papal fee. 

In the mean time the king caufed his armies 
to advance on the fide of the Rhine, into thofe 
countries which border upon Holland, Cologne, 
and Flanders. He ordered money to be diflri- 
buted among the inhabitants of all the villages 
* which were likely to fufFer from the march of 
his troops tbrou&h them. If a private gentle- 
man made the leafl complaint to him, he was 
iure of being difouiTed widi a prefem* An en- 
5 voy 
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▼oy being fent from the governor of the Nether- 
lands to make a reprefcntation of fome diforders 
committed by the foldiers^ the king with his 
own hand prefented him with his piAure, richly 
fet in diamonds, and valued at upwards of 
twelve thoufand franks. This behaviour at- 
tra£led the admiration of the people, and made 
them ftand more in awe of his power. 

The king was at the head of his houfliold, 
and a body of his choiceft troops, in all amount- 
ing to thirty thoufand men. Turenne had the 
command under him. The prince of Conde 
was likewife at the head of as ftrong an army. 
The other corps, commanded alternately by 
Luxembourg and Chamilli, formed occafionally 
feparate armies, which could all join one ano- 
ther in cafe of neceffity. 

-^ The campaign was opened by the fiege of 
four towns at once, Rhinberg, Orfoi, Wefel, 
and Burick ; names which merit a place in this 
hiftory only on account of the event. Thcfc 
were all taken almoft as foon as they were in- 
vefted ; Rhinberg, which the king thought pro- 
per to befiege in perfon, did not ftand a fingle 
attack i and, in order to make more fure of its 
reduftion, means had been found to corrupt 
the lieutenant of the garrifon, one Dofleri, an 
Irifhman, who, after having been bafe enough 
to fell his truft, wasfo imprudent as to retire to 
Maeftricht, where the prince of Orange puniflied 
his treachery with death. 

All the ftrong holds upon the Iflel capitulat- 
ed. Some of the garrifons fent the keys of their 
town as foon as they perceived two or three 
fquadrons of the French appear in fight. Seve- 
ral officers fled from the towns where they were 

Vol. Vir. C in 
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in g3u:rifoji, even before the enemy bad entereS 
their territories ; in fliort, the confte/nation 
was general. The prince of Orange had not 
Z fufficient force to take the field. All Holland 
ptepared to fubjmit to the yoke as foon as the 
king fbould crofs the Rhine. , The prince of 
Orange caufed lines to be drawn with the ut- 
moft hafte on the other fide theriver; and even 
after he had done this, he was fenfible how im- 
poiEble it was for him to defend .them. ;No- 
thing now remained but to difcover, if poflible, 
in what part the French >in tended to. throw over 
a bridge, in or^er to oppofe their paflage. In 
faft, it was the king's intention to pafs the river 
on a bridge of thofe little copper boats, invent- 
ed l?y Martinet. At that time the princfe of 
Conde had received information from fome of 
the country-people, that the drynefs ofthe fea- 
fon had formed a ford on a branchof ^the Rhine^ 
near an old.caftle, which ferved as .an office for 
.the toll-gatherers, and ^was called Toll Huis, 
or the Toll-houfe. The king ordered this ford 
tQ be founded. According to Peliflbn, who 
was an eye-witnefs of the whole, there was not 
above forty or fifty paces to fwim over in the 
midft of this arm of the river. This was in 
fadl nothing, for a number of horfes a-breaft 
entirely broke the current of the water, which 
was of itfelf very weak. The landing on the 
oppofite fide was very eafy, as it was defended 
only by four or five hundred horfemen, and two 
weak jeginaents of foot, without any cannon. 
The JFrench artillery played upon thofe in flank, 
-while tl^e houftiold troops, and fome of the beft 
.of the cavalry, crofTed the river without any 
JbuacMxd, to the number of fifteen thoufand men* 

The 
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The princd df Conde croffed at the fame time 
in one of the copper boats. Some few Dutch 
officersy who at firft made a fhew of advancing 
into the water in ord^r to oppofe their landings 
took to their hetls the inftant the French troops 
drew near to the fliore, unable to ftand before 
the multitude which camd pouring on them* 
The foot imtnediately laid down their arms, 
and called -for quarter. This paflage was ef- 
ft£ke6 with the lofs of only a few drunken 
horfertren, who had fwam put of their j 
depth; artd there would not have J^^'^^ * 
been a fihglelife loft that day^ had it ^^7^ 
not been fot the imprudence of the young duke 
of Lorigueville, who being, as it is faid, over- 
heated with wine, fired his piftol at fome of 
the enemy's people, Who had laid down their 
srtiis and were begging their lives, crying out, 
*• Give the fcoundrels no quarter ;" and draw- 
ing his trigger, fhot an officer dead. Upon 
this the Dutch infantry, in a fit of defpair, in- 
ftantly flew to their arms and rhade a general 
difcharge, by which the duke of Longueville 
himfelf was killed. A captain of their horfe, 
named Oflimbrouk, who had not fled with the 
reft, rode up to the prince of C6nde, who was 
juft got on fhore, and going to mount his horfe, 
and pointed his piftol at his head. The prince, 
by a fudden motion of his body, turned afide 
the piece, and received only a wound jn his 
wrift, which was the fifft wound he had ever 
received in all his campaigns. The French 
immediately fell upon this fmall body fword in , 
hand, who began to fly on all fides. In the 
iltean time the king croffed the river with the 
reft of the army, on a bridge of boats* 

C a Such 
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Such was the paflage of the Rhine; ana£tioK 
which made a great noife, was fingular in its 
kind, and was celebrated at that time as one of 
tfaofe great events which ought to occupy the 
memory of mankind. The air of greatnefs with 
which the king performed all hisa£tions, the rapid 
fuccefs of his viSories, the glory of his reign, 
the adulation of his courtiers, and, laftl]^ the 
fondnefs which the common people, efpecially 
thofe of Paris^ have in general for every thing 
that appears extraordinary, or elfe that igno- . 
ranee of military operations, which prevails 
among thofe who pafs a life of idlenefs in great 
cities, made this pailage of the Rhine be looked 
upon as a prodigy. It was the common opinion, 
that the whole army had fwam acrofs the river in 
prefence of the enemy, entrenched on the oppo- 
fite fide, and in defiance of the fire from an im- 
pregnable fortrefs, called the Toll-houfe. It is a 
certain truth, that the enemy themfelves were 
greatly impofed upon in this affair, and that if 
they had had abody of good troops on the other 
fide of the river, the attempt would have been 
extremely dangerous. 

As foon as the French army had pafied the 
Rhine, it tookDoefbourg, Zutpben, Arnheim, 
Nofembourg, Nimeguen, Skenk, Bommel, 
Crevecoeur, &c. and there was hardly an hour 
in the day in which the king did not receive the 
news of fome frefli conqueft. An officer, by 
name Maze!, fent monfieur de Turenne word, 
*' That if he would fend him fifty horfe, he 
would engage to make himfelf mafter of two or 
three places.'* 

The inhabitants of Utrecht fent the keys of 
their city to the conqueror, and it capitulated, 
together with the whole province which bears 
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its name* Lewfs made his entry into ♦ 
this city in triumph, accompanied ,5-^ 
by his high-almoner, his confeflbr, ' 

and the titular biihop of Utrecht. The high 
church, was with great foiemnity delivered up to 
the catholics ; and the bifliop of Utrecht, who 
had hitherto only held the empty title, was now 
for a little time put in poiTeffion' of the real 
dignity. 

The provinces of Utrecht, Overyflcl, and 
Gueldres, were aftually reduced, ana Amfter- 
damonly waited the hour of its flavery or de- 
ftruftion. The Jews who are fettled there 
made intereflr with Gourville, the prince of 
Condc's confident, and chief manager of his 
affairs,* to accept of two millions of florins, to 
iave them from being plundered. 

Naerden, which is in the neighbourhood of 
Amfterdam, wa* already taken. Four horfe- 
mcn, who were on a marauding party, advanced 
ta the vcry'gatea of Muyden, which is not 
above a mile from Amfterdam, anc| whe^e are 
the fluices by which the country nfiay be laid 
under water. The magiftrates, ftruclc with a panic 
at the fight of thefe four foldiers, came out and 
dfercd the» the keys of the town j but at 
length perceiving that no other troops came up, 
they took' back the keys and ihut the gate^ 
again*. A moment's more diligence would 
have put Amfterdam into the king's hands. 
This capital once taken, not only the republic 
itfelf muft have fallen, but there would no Ion 

■' _ ' ' 

* The caftle or citadel o£ Muyden was preferved by a 
female fervant, who raifed up the draw-bridge, and fo pre* 
vemed the Ffench (Iragglers from taking pofTeifion, 

C 3: gcr 
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ger have b^en fuch a repuUic as Kolbibd, "and 
even the country itfelf would have been anniht^ 
lated. > Some of the richeft i'a^ilies^ and thofe 
who were moft zealous lovers of liberty, were 
preparing to fly to the extremity of the globe,^ 
and embark fpr Batavia. There was actually a^ 
lift made out of the (hipping fit for undertaking 
this voyage, and a calqulatioj^ of the numbers 
they, would carry; when it was found, that fifty 
thou/and families might be thus tranfported into 
their new country. Holland then would have 
exifted only in t^e farther end of the Eaft In-* 
dies : its proyip.ces in Europe, who purcbafe 
their corn wholly y/iih the riches they import 
from Afia, who fubfift wholly upon their com<- 
merce, and their liberty, if I may ufe that ex- 
preifion, would have been almoft in an inftant 
depopul^ed and ruined. Amft^rdam, theftaple 
and w^rehoufe of ^ro.pe, wbere three hun^ 
dred thoufand fouls %ve daily et^pjayed in cu]« 
tivating arts and tsade, would haye become one 
vaft marlh. All the lan4s round about require 
an immenfe expence, and thoufands of men ta 
xaife their dykes : tbofe wpuld> in all probabitity,. 
have l^en ftrippe4 a| once of their in)^abitant« 
and^ ncni^j S?d At l^CJtL uurica under waten 
The diftreff^s of the ftate were ftill fiirther 
emrreaftd by the diyifions which commonly 
arife among unfortunate people, who impute to, 
e9cb other the pubiic calamities. The grand 
penfi.onary, John de Wit, thought there was 
BO other way left to fave what remained of hi^^ 
wretched country, but by fuing to the vidlors 
£br peace. Full of a republican fpirit, and jea* 
}ous of his perfonal authority, be dreaded the 
aggrand::fccncnt of the houfe of Orange ftill 

mor^. 
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more than the conquefts of the French king ; 
on this account he had obliged the prince of 
Orange himfelf to fwear to the obfervance of a 
perpetual edi£V, by which he, the prince, vvas 
excluded from the ftadthoIdei(hip. Honour, 
authority, party-fpirit, and intercft, all con- 
curred to make de Wit a ftrenuous afferter of 
diis oath I and he chofe rather to fee his coun- 
try fubdued by a victorious king, than under 
fubjedlion to a ftadtholder. 

The prince of Orai^ge^ an his Tide, who had 
more ambition than de Wit, was as^ much at* 
tached to his country, more patient under p\A^ 
Kc calamities, and expelling every thing from 
time and his own unfhaken conftancy, tried alt 
means to obtaitl the ffadthotderlhip, and op- 
pofed a peace with a^ much vehemence as da 
Wit promoted it. The ftates,. however, came 
to a refolution to (ue for peace in fpke of the 
prince, but the prince was raifed to the ftadt^ 
Solder(hip in fpite of de Wit. 

Four deputies arrived ia the kij^g's ^-^ 
camp, to implore mercy in the narne of *^ 
a republic^ who ftx months before looked upon 
iifelf*as the arbiter of kihg?i . tewi&'s mimuers 
did not receive the deputies with that French, 
politenefe, which blends the- miTdnefs of civility 
with the feverity of government. Louvais,.. 
who was of an haughty and ^arrogant difpofi^ 
tion, and feemed better fuited to ferve his maf- 
" ter well than to make him beloved, received 
the &ippliants in a difdainful manner, and eveii. 
with infulting raillery. They were obliged to 
go backwards and forwards leveral times, be* 
fore the king would deiga to make his. will 
IftftOWtt to them*. At length they were told, 
'C4_ that: 
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that his majefty expcdlcd the ftates-gcneral 
fhould give up all the places they were in 
poiTeilion of on the other fide of the Rhine, 
with Nimeguen, and feveral other towns and 
forts in the heart of their country ; that they 
Ihould pay him twenty millions of livres ; that 
the Ff-ench fhould be mailers of tranfporting 
merchandize on all the principal roads in Hol- 
land, both by land and water, without ever 
paying any duty ; that the Roman-cathoKc re- 
ligion (hould be every where eftabli(hed ; that 
the republic (hould lend an extraordinary em- 
bafly to the French court every year, together 
, with a golden medal, on whicn fhould be en* 
graved a legend, importing, that they held their 
freedom of Lewis XIV. laftly, that they (hould 
make fatisfa£tion to the king of England, the 
eleSor of Cologne, and the bifhop of Munfter^ 
who had joined in the defolation of their coun-^ 
tj. 

A peace on thefe conditions, which were 
little better than articles of flavery, appeared 
infupportable;. the haughtinefs of the conqueror 
infpired the vanqujfhed with a defperat« cou- 
rage, and it was unanimoufly refolved to di€ 
fighting. The hearts and hopes of every onel 
were now fixed upon the prince of Orange.' 
The populace grew furious againft the grand 
penfionary, who had afked for peace. Thd 
prince by his politics, and his party by their 
animofity, increafed the ferment. An attempt 
was made upon the grand penfionary*s life; and 
afterwards his brother Cornelius was accufed of 
a defign to murder the prince, and was put to 
the rack. In the midft of his tortures he re- 
peated the beginning of this gde of Horace, . 
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Juftum y tenacempropojhi virum^ which pcrfcd- 
ly well fuited with his condition and courage, and 
which may be thus tranflated, for the fake of 
thofe who do not underftand Latin : 

The man in confcious virtue bold. 
Who dares his fecret purpofe hold, 
Unfliaken hears the croud's tumult'ous 
cries, 
Aiid the impetuous tyrant^s angry brow defies. 

Let the loud winds that rule the feas 
Tempeft'ous their wild horrors raife ; 
Let Jove's dread arm with thunders rend 
the fpheres ; 
Beneath the crufh of worlds, undaunted he ap- 
pears. 

At length the two brothers were * 
maffacred at the Hague, by the mad "F* ^ » 
multitude, after one of them had go- ^ 

verned the ftate, for upwards of nineteen years, 
with the moft unfpotted integrity, and the other 
had defended it at the hazard of his life. The 
moft fhocking cruelties which could enter into 
the imagination of a furious populace, were 
exercifed upon their dead bodies. Thefe barba- 
rities are common in all nations,, the French 
themfelves had exercifed them upon the marfhal 
d'Ancre, admiral Coligni, &c. for the popu- 
lace is almoft every where the fame. They 
wreaked their revenge upon all the penlionary's 
friends j even de Ruyter himfelf, the republic's 
admiral, and who was the only .one who fought 
her battles with fuccefsj.had his houfe furround- 
ed by aij^ailins at Amfterdam. 

In the midft of thefe diforders and defola-^^ 

tibns, the magiftrates gave an example of intc- 

C s griiy 
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grity rarely found ia republk^.. Tbofe pri- 
vate perfons^ who were pofleffed of bank-notes, 
ran in crouds to the bank of Amfterdam, ap- 
prehending that the public ftock had been bro- 
ken in .\ipon: every one was for being paid" 
with the ]tttte money fttppofed to be left. The 
magiftrat«s knmediacely ordei'ed the vaults ta-. 
be opened where this treafure is kept» when it 
^is found entire, as it had been d^pofitedtbere^^ 
for upwards of fixty y^ars. The ..money waSv 
flrll black and difcoloured, wkh the fire which* 
had burnt down the town-houfe feveral years* 
before. The bankrnotes had beea negociated^ 
till th^ time, and the money had never been^^ 
touched ; every one was then paid with this . 
money, that chofe to receive it, in lieu of their - 
notes. So i;nuch integrity, and fo powerful a-, 
refourcej was at thattimcthe more admirable,.^ 
as Charles H. of England, not fatrsfied with' 
the money he had- received from France, arid-, 
•wanting a farther fupply to carry on his war 
againft the. Dutch,, and anfwer thejcxpence of 
hi$ pleafures,, had lately turned bankrupt. If 
it was ftameful in this moi?4rch thus to violate, 
ffublic faith, it was no lefs glorious in the ma- 
giftrates of Amfterdam to preferve it, at a time 
when they might have had a plaufible excufe- 
' for a failure. 

To this republican virtue they added that*^ 
courageous fpirit, which has recourfe to the ut- 
moft extremities in- irremediable evils* They 
ordered the dykes which keep out the fea to be? 
thrown down. The country-featSy. which are 
in prodigious numbers^ about Amfterdam, the: 
vlllajxes, and the neighbouring cities of Leyden. 
and Delfty were in an inftant laid under water. 

Thc^ 
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Th« peafant beheld his. flocks drowned in the 
paftures, without o»ce mupmuring. Amfter- 
dam ftood like a vaff fortrefs in the mldft of the - 
waves, encircled by (hip& of war, which had^ 
water enough to ride alt round the city. The 
people fufFered great want ; they were in partL- 
cular dlftreflcd for frefli water, which fold* for^ 
fix foua the pint ; but thefe extremities feemed^ 
lels grievous than flavery. ft is a thing wor- 
thy of obfervation, that Holland, thus diftreflecJ- 
by land, and no longpr a ffate, ftill retained it*- 
power, at? fea, which was thi^ nation's true ele- - 
ment. 

While Lewis XIT. was crofling the Rhine, . 
and reducing thefe provinces, the Dutch- admi- 
ral, d;e Ruyter,, with an hundred fait of men oC^ 
wax and mtyi[re-fhips» (hited for the Englifll-' 
coaflTin queft'of the combined fleets of the twc^- 
fover^igns^, who, notwithftanding they had ^^ 
united thek-- forces by fea, were not abfe to fit : 
cxut a naval armament Juperior to that of the - 
Dutch, The Endifli and Dutch fought like 
people accuifonaed to difpute the empire of the tr 
fra with each other.. This battle, which |^ ^ 
wa8'^gl>t near Solebay,.raf!cd a whole \l^J^ * 
day, Ruyter, who made the fignal ^ 
for beginning the engagement^ attacked the^ 
Engli(£ admiral's fhip> in which was the diikec 
of York, the king's brotberi De Ruyter gain- 
ed all tt^p. glory of this (Tngle combat*; the- 
duke of York was obliged' to go on board anow 

• There could be no gkJry Toft 6n eittterfitfe ,- fbr' rif»- 
^ke did not quit his ihip until (he wn diTaeieil^ %tA^'m'~ 
Ruyter declared thatt^it was the moil obAiaatsof two»MHfc^ 
tiitfty a^bem, M whith'be had becA ens^ged, . 
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ther (hip, and never faced the Dutch admiral 
afterwards. The French fquadron, confiftinj^ 
of thirty fhips,. had little (hare in this a£tion ; 
and fo decifive was the fortune of this day, that 
it put the coaft of Holland out of danger. 

After this battle de Ruyter, notwith(tanding; 
the fears and contradidions of his countrymen^l 
conveyed the ileet from the £aft Indies fafe into 
the Texel ; thus defending and enriching hisr 
country on one (ide, whne (he was falling,^^ 
overwhelmed with ruin, on the other. The 
Dutch even kept up their trade, and no colours 
but theirs were to be feen in the Indian (eas. 
One day the French coriful telling the king of 
Perfia, that his matter, Lewis XIV. had con- 
quered alraoft air Holland j " Howcan thatbc^ 
(replied the monarch) when there is now in the 
port of Ormus, twenty Dutch (hips for one 
French ?*' 

The prince of Orange, however, had the am- 
bition of being a good citizen. He made an 
offer to the ftate of the revenues of his poftsj 
and of ail his private fortune, towards the fup- 
port of the coiiimon caufe. He overflowed all 
the paiTes by which the French could penetrate 
into the reft of the country. By his prompt 
.and fecret negbciatipns he raifed the emperor,, 
the empire,, the Spanifh council, and the go- 
vernment of Flanders, frbm their lethargy : he 
even difpoftd the £ngli(h court to liften to 
peace. In a word, Lewis had entered Holland 
only irf' May, and by the month of July aH 
Eiyope was in confederacy againft him. 

Monterey, governor of Flanders, fent a few 
regiments privately to the ai&iktnce of the Unit- 
ed Provinces.. The emperor Leopold's council 

likewife. 
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Iikewife di^atched Montecuculi, at the heaft* 
of twenty thoufand men ; and the eledor of 
Brandenbourg took the field widi twenty-five 
thoufand troops, whom he kept in his own 
pay. 

The king now quitted his army, as j , 
there were no more conquefts to be ^,^ 
made in a country* that was overflowed. » 
It was even become difficult to keep the pro- 
vinces which had been conquered. Lewis^ 
defirous to fecure the glory he had* acquired; 
contented himfelf with having taken fuch a 
number of towns in the fpace of two months ; 
and. leaving Turenne and Luxembourg tofiniA 
the war, he returned to St. Germains about the 
middle of the fummer^ to enjoy his triumphs 
But while his fubjeds were every where ere£lt 
ihg monuments of his conquefts, the powers of 
Europe were at work to fnatch them 'out of his 
hands.. 

CHAP. CLXXF. 

Holland evacuated. TheFRANCHEGoMTE: 
conquered' a fecond Time^ 

WE think it neceffary to advertife thofc 
who may read this work, that they are. 
to remember it is not a bare relation of cam* 
paigns, but rather an Wftory of the manners of 
mankind. There are already a fufficient num»- 
ber of books filled with the minute particulars 
of military aftions, and details of human rage 
and mifery. The defign of this effay is to d^ 

fcribe 
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feribe tlie principal chara£tcrs of cfaefe revoltt^ 
ttons, and to remove tbe multitude o( trilling 
fa£U, ill order to fet to view thofe only which:;? 
are confiderable^and (if it is poffible) the fpirit 
hy which tbejr were abated* 

France was at that time in tbe zenith of 
her glory. The names of her. generals 'im- 
prefied veneration. Her minifters were regarded- 
as geniufes fuperior to the counfellors of other 
p/iflcesi and Lewis XIV. {eemed almofi the 
only king im Europe.. As. to the emperor Le^- 
opold, he never appeai:ed with his armies* 
Charles II. king of Spain, ion to Philip IV.* 
was a» yet a« child > and the king of England 
&ewed na a&ivky but ist the purfuit foi his 
{:^eafures» . 

The princes> of Europe and their minifters 
were all guilty of great blunders. England 2^6^ 
againft the common, principles or reafbn in 
joining with France to aggrandize a. power 
which it was her intereft to weaken. 

The emperor^ the empire, and the kiiig of 
Spain's council) committed ftill a greater error 
in not oppofing rhi? torfenr in the beginning ; 
and even Lewis himfelf was as blameable as 
any of them;,, for not rapidly purfuing con- 
quefts which were.fo eafily made. Conde and 
TuFennc were. for demoKfliing the greateft part ^ 
of tbe fbrti-fied places taken from the Ehitch, 
aUedging» that ilates were ttot to be taken by 
garrifons but by armies y and that, keeping one 
or two ftrong holds only for a retreat, they 
ought to proceed immediately to complete the 
eonqueft of the whole country. Lpuvois, on 
the contrary, was for making every place a gar- 
xifon^rfortrefs... This was his peculiar genius, 

andr: 
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and* it was Hkewife the king's own taffe. Lou- 
vois had by this means more employments in 
his dir|>oraI, and encreafed his minifterial influ- 
ence ; befides, he took a pride in thwarting the 
two greateft captains of the age, Lewis im- 
plicioy believed what he faid, by which he was * 
deceived, as he afterwards acknowledged. He 
let flip the opportunity of entering the capital 
of Holland ; he weakened his army by dividing 
% into too many places j and . gave the enemy 
fe-eathing tiofte* . The hifldry of the greateft: 
princes is frequently a, narrative of human- 
errors. . 

After the king had qijitted the army, affairs »; 
took a different turn. Turenne was obliged to ^ 
march into Weftphaliaj to oppofe the Imperi- 
alifts. Monterey, the governor of Flanders, , 
whom the Spanifh council were afraid of coun- 
tenancing openly, reinforced the prince of 
Orange's fmall army with about ten thoufand 
men, by which the prince found himfelf ftrong 
enpugh to make head againft the French till 
the winter. It was doing, a great deal to be 
abre to hold fortune rn fufpence. At Jength 
winter came on, , and covered the overflowed 
country of Holland with ice. Luxembourg, 
who commanded in Utrecht, carried on a new 
kind of war, to which the French thcmfelves- 
were ftrangers, . and threw the. Dutch into a . 
fce{h dilemma, as terrible as any thing they had 
yet experipnced. 

One night he gets together near twelve thou- 
fand foot foldiers, drawn from the neighbouring 
garrifons ; and having ordered every man to be 
furnilhed with a pair of (kates, he puts him- 
fell' at their head> aad begins his march over the 

ice 
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ice towards Leyden and the Hague : a tha^v^ 
comes on, which faves the Hague; and his little 
army, furrounded by the waters, knowing no 
longer which way to go, and being deftitute of 
proviiions, was on the point of periming. There 
was a narrow and muddy dyke, where hardly 
fbur men could walk a-breaft, which he wa^ 
obliged to march over before He could get bacic 
to Utrecht 5 and there was no way to get at 
this dyke, but by attacking a fort which feemed 
impregnable without artillery; and had thofe 
who were in it defended it but for a fingle day, 
the French army muft inevitably have perifhed 
with hunger and fatigue, Luxembourg^ now 
looked upon himfelf as loft ; but the fame good 
fortune which had pre&rved the Hague, faved bis 
army, through the cowardice of the command*, 
dant of the fort,, who abandoned his poft with* 
out the leaft reafon. There are a tboufand 
events in war, as in civil life,' which- are alto- 
gether incomprehenflble, and this was of the 
number. This expedition was produdive of 
nothing but a piece of cruelty, which rendered 
the French name completely odious in this 
country. Bodegrave and Suvamerdam,.. two 
confiderablevillages, each well peopled,. and^ as 
large as feme of our middling tpwns^ were 
given up to the foldiery for plunder, as a reward 
for the fatigues they had undergone. They 
immediately fet fire to both towns, and indulged 
themfelves by the light of the flames in all ex* 
ceffes of debauchery and cruelty. It is furpri* 
fing that the common foldiers among the French 
can be fo barbarous, feeing, they are commanded 
by fuch a prodigious number o£ officers, who 
have with juftice the reputation of being as hu- 
mane 
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tnane as they are brave. The facking of thefe 
two places was fo exaggerated, that I myfelF* 
above forty years afterwards, faw fome Dutch 
books, in which children were taught to read, 
where this aiFair was recapitulated, in order to 
infpire the rifing generations with an hatred to 
the fVench. 

In the mean time the king cutout ,5-^ 
work for the cabinets of all Europe, by ' ' 
bis negociations. He gained over the duke of 
Hanover, The elector of Brandenbourg, int 
entering into the war, had made a treaty which 
he (bon broke. There was not a court in Ger- 
many where Lewis had not fome penfioners.. 
By his emiffaries in Hungary he fomented the 
troubles of that province, which had beea 
feverely treated by the emperor's council. He 
lavifhed great fums on Charles II. of England, 
to engage him to declare war once more againit 
the Dutch, notwithftainding the outcries and 
murmurs of all his fubie£ts, who were filled 
with indignation at bemg made tools to raife. 
the French king's greatnefs, which it was. 
their intereft and defire to humble. In a word» 
liewis difturbed all Europe by his arms and. 
negociations ; but after alU be ceuld not pre- 
vent the emperor, the empire, and Spain, from, 
joining the jDutch> and publicly declaring war 
againu him. He had fo far changed the courfei 
of things, that the Dutdb, who were bis natural 
allies, were become friends to Spain. The em- 
peror Leopold fent his fuccours flowly ; but he 
(hewed great animoiity againft the French. It 
is reported, that as he was goings to Egra to. 
fee the troops, which were there aflembled, he 
tjook tb^ facranvcAt upon the road, and that ^f*^ 

tWB 



itized by Google 



#1 T H B A G E o P 

ter having commumcated, he took a crucifix iriT 
his hand, and called God to witnefs to the 
juftice of his caafe. This TtQAon wotild have 
done very well in the time of the crufiidcs;, 
however, the emperor's invocation did not in 
the Icaft flop the progrefs of the French king'is 
arms. 

It foon appeared how greatly his marind was 
improved. Inftead of thirty fliips, which had 
keen fent the year before to join the Englifh- 
fleet, he now fent forty,, without reckoning 
fire-fhips. The fea-officcrs had learnt from the 
Engliih the judicious manner of working their 
ftips in their engagements with the Dutch, . 
The duke of York, afterwards king James II. 
was the perfon-^ who firft invented the method: 
of giving orders in a naval fight, by the dif- 
ferent dil^ofitions^ and motions of flags.^ TiH- 
that time the Erench* did- not know ht>w to 
draw, up a fleet in line of battle. AH theif ex- 
peficnce confifted in fighting ftip to fliip, with- 
out knowing how tfo make a number move in . 
eoncert, opto imitate at fea the evolutions of 
armies on (hore, whofe feveral different corps 
liwttiaitynittain'ancfafftrt'ea^ottref. Ihthbthey^ 
refembled the Romans, who in one yeaA time; 
learnt the art of fighting at fea from* the Car-^ 
th^ginians,' and foon became equal with their- 
mafters. 

The vice-admiral D*Etriee, and his fecond 
in comntand*, Marrel, did honour to the in- 
dbftry of the French nation,, rn three fucteffive- 
fea-engagetnents, which were fought In the 
itionch of June, between the Dutch fleet and 
^ the combined fquadrons of France and 
^?^ England. A^iral deiJtjiyter was more 
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ftdmired than ever in thcfe three engagements. 
D'Etree, in a letter to Colbert, expreffed him- 
ifelf in thefe terms ; " I would willingly have 
died to purchafe the glory which de Ruyter has 
acquired." D'Etree deferved that Ruyter fhould 
have faid the fame by htm. In fhort, the valour 
and condudl were fo equal on both fides, that 
it remained doubtful which had the vidory. 

Lewis having thus made feamen of his 
French fubje£ts, through the diligence of CoU 
herty improved the art of war at land by the 
induftry of Vauban. He went in perfon to lay 
fiege to Maeftricht, at the time that thefe thre^ 
naval battles were fought. Maeftricht was the 
key of the Lqw Countries and the United Pro- 
vinces. The place was prodigioufly ftrong, 
and defended by an intrepid governor, named 
Farjaux, a Frenchman hy birth> who had gone 
into the Spanifh fervice, ^d afterwards into 
the Dutch. The garrifon confifted of five 
hundred men. Vauban, whp had the dire^ionof ^ 
the(iege,made ufe for the firft time qf the parallel: 
lines, which were invented by the Italian en*^ 
gineers in the fervice of the Turks at the fiege- 
of Candia.^ To thefe 1;^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 

d^armesy or parade of arms, which is made in tho 
trenches, for ranging the troops in order of 
battle,^ and better rallying them in cafe of fallies. 
from the befieged. Lewis, in this fiege, (hewed' 
himfelf more ftri<9; and arduous than he had 
ever yet done. By his example he accuftoroed 
bis fubje^s to endure labour patiently, who, 
had hitherto been accufed as a nation which ' 
had only an impetuous courage, that j 
is foon exhaufted by fatigues. Mae- -^^"^ ^^ * 
ftricht furrendered after a.week's Aege. . 7S " 
' ^ " T;hc^ 
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The defire of eftablifhing ftria military diC- 
cipline among his troops, carried him rather t9 
an cxcefs of feverity. The prince of Orange 
at firft had only a few officers without emu-^ 
lation, and foldiers without courage^ to oppofe 
the rapid conquefts of the French arms, and 
therefore was obliged to employ the utmoft 
rigour in training them, and to hang ever^r 
one who quitted his poft. The king,Tikewife 
made ufe of punifhments. T.he firft place he 
loft, a very brave officer named Du Pas^ gave 
up Naerden to the prince of Orange.. It is 
true, he held out the place only four days ; but 
he did not give it up till after an obftinate en^ 
gagenrent of five hours upon bad works, and ta 
prevent a general aflault,. which it would, hav«r 
been inipoffible for him to have fuftained witbL 
a weak and difpirited garrifoJi. The king, in* 
cenfed at this firft affront which his arms had 
received, ordered Du Pas to be led througlv 
Utrecht by the common Hangman, with a fhovel 
iti his hand, and to have his fword broke before 
his face» This ignominious treatment wasr, 
perhaps not altogether neceffary, as the French, 
officers have too ;iice a fenfe of honour to neef 
being governed by the fear of difgrace. If fir 
to be obferved, that according to the tenor of 
his commiffion, the governor of a fortrefs ist 
obliged toftand three aflfaultsi but this is one of 
thofe laws which are hardly efrer put in force. 

But not all the king's diligence^. \rauban'3^ 
genius, Louvois's ftri<5 vigilincfr, the know^ 
Itedge and great military experience of Turenne,. 
nor the aftive intrepidity of the prince of Conde,. 
were fufficient to repair the fault which had 
bftiea CAPimitted in keeping fuch a. number oC 



itized by Google 



LEWIS XIV. 45 

pkces, weakening the army, and miifing the 
opportunity of taking Amfterdam. 

The prince of Conde in vain attempted to 
penetrate into the heart of Holland, which was 
all under water. Turenne could neither pre- 
vent the junftion of Moritecuculi with the 
prince of Orange, nor hinder the latter from 
making himfelf mafter of the town of Bonn. 
The bifliop of Munfter, who had fworn \^ 
the dcftruftion of the ftates-general, was , 5- 1 
himfelf attacked by them. '^ 

The Englifli parliament obliged its king to 
enter ferioufly into a treaty of peace, and to 
ceafe being the mercenary inftrument of ag- 
grandizing France. And now the French were 
obliged to evacuate the three Dutch provinces 
with as much precipitation as they had con- 
quered them ; but not till they had made them 
pay dearly for their deliverance. The inten- 
dant Robert had raifed in the lingle province 
of Utrecht in one year, no lefs than fixt^en 
liundred and fixty-eight tboufand florins. So 
. great was their hurry to evacuate the country 
which they had over-run with fuch rapidity, that 
twenty-eight thoufand Dutch prifoners were 
reftored at a crown per man. The tri- 
umphal arch of St. Denis's gate, and the other 
monuments of Lewis's conquefts, were hardly 
iini(hed, when thofe conquefts were already 
abandoned. During the courfe of this invafion, 
the Dutch had the honour of difputing the em- 
pire of the fea, and the dexterity to remove the 
theatre of the war out of their own country. 
Lewis XIV. was confidered throughout Europe 
as one who had enjoyed the glory of a tran-^ 
fient triumph with too much precipitation and 

pride. 
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spride. The fruits of this expedition wett^ that 
he had a faloody war to fupport againft the 
united forces of the Erapke, Spain, and Holland ; 
faw himfelf abandoited by England, and at 
length by the bifhop of Munfter, a<id even the 
^ieSbr of Cologne ; and left the coiintries he 
Jiad invaded, and was compelled to quit^ more 
hated than admired. 

The king maintained his ground alone againft 
M the enemies he had drawn upon him. The 
forefight of his adminiftration, and the ftrength 
<of hiskingdom^ appeared to a much greater ad* 
vantage, when he had fo many combined powers 
^nd great generals to defend himfelf againft, 
than even when he took French Flanders in a 
party of pleafure, and FrancKe Comte, and one 
half of Holland, from a defencelefs enemy. 

It now appeared how great an advantage an 
abfolute fovereign, whofc finances are well ma- 
naged, has over all other kings. H8 at one 
and the fame time furnifhed Turenne with an 
army of twenty- three thoufand men, againft the 
Imperialifts ; Conde, with one of forty thoufand, 
againft the prince of Orange ; and a body of 
troops were ftationed on the borders of Rouf- 
fillon. A fleet of tranfports, full of foldiers, was 
fent to carry the war among the Spaniards, 
even to the gates 6f Meflina ; while he himfelf 
marched in perfon to fubdue the Franche Comte 
a fecond time. In a word, he at once defended 
himfelf, and attacked his enemies on every 
fide. 

As foon as he began his expedition againft 
the Franche Comte, the fuperiority of his ad- 
miniftration fhewed itfelf in the fuileft noanner. 

It 
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^t was neceflary to bring over, or at lead to 
amufe, the Swifs nation, who are as formidable 
as poor, are always in arms, jealous to an ex- 
cefs of their liberty, invincible on their own 
frontiers, and who already began to murmur 
and take umbrage at feeing Lewis a fecond 
time in their neighbourhood. The emperor 
and the court of Spain warmly foUlcited the 
thirteen cantons to grant a free pafiage to their 
troops, who were going to the ^ftance of the 
Franche Comte, which had been left defence- 
lefs by the negligence of the Spanilh miniftry j 
but the emperor and the Spaniard were onlw«' 
lavifh in arguments and entreaties. The Frenck 
king, on the contrary, by a million of livres in 
ready money, and the aUurance of fix hundred 
thoufand more, prevailed on thofe people to do 
as he pleafed. They refufe^ to grant a paf- 
fage to the Spanilh troops. Lewis, accom-> 
panied by his brother and the great Conde's 
ion, laid fiege to Befan^on. He was fond of 
this part of war, which he underftood per*. 
fe(9:ly well, and left the care of the campaign, 
to Cbnde and Turcnne* Befides, he never 
laid fiege to a town without being morally 
fure of taking it. Louvois made fuch excellent 
preparations, the troops were fo well found ia 
every thing ; Vauban, who had almoft always 
the direflion of the fieges, was fo great a ma- 
iler in the art of reducing places, that the king 
was fecure of his reputation. Vauban directed 
the attacks againft Befan9on, which was taken 
in nine days ; and, at the end of fix weeks, all 
Franche Comte fubmitted to the king. It has 
«ver fmcp remained in the hands of France, 

and 
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«nd feems to be for ever annexed to it, a mo- 
nument of the weaknefs of the Auftro-Spanifh 
miniftry, and of the vigour of that of Lewis 
XIV. 

C HAP. CLXXVL 

The glorious Cartp^n and Death of Mar- 
shal TUREKNE.. 

WHILE the king was proceeding in the 
conqueft of the Franche Gomte, w.ith 
that rapidity, eafe, and glory, which feeiijed 
infeparably annexed to bis arms, Turenne, who 
wa^ only defending the frontiers towards the 
Rhine, difplayed all that was great and con- 
fummate in the art of war. Our efteem for 
men is generally meafured by the difficulties 
they furrhount ; and this it was that gained 
Tuienne fuch great reputation in this cam- 
paign. 
f ' In the firft place, he made a long 

i6"I ^^ ^5^ niarch, pafled the Rhine 
7^ at Philipfbourg, marched all night to 
SintKhelm,' which he took by ftoim, and at the 
fame time attacked and routed the emperor's 
general, Caprara, and the old duke of Lor- 
rain, Charles IV. a prince who had fpent his 
life in lofing his dominions and raifing troops ;' 
and who had Jately joined his little army to a 
part of the emperor's. Turenne, after having 
defeated him, purfued him, and routed his ca- 
yalry at Ladimbourg -, from thence he, by hafly 

marches, 
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marches came up with the prince of Bour« 
BonviUe, another of the imperial generals, who 
was only waiting for frefli troops, to open him* 
ftlfaway intoAlface. Tarenne prevented him 
bom being joined by theie troops, attacked him, 
and oblig^ him to quit the field of battle. 

The empire now aflembled all its forces againfl 
Mm : feventy thoufand Germans occupied Al- 
fece, and blocked up the towns of Brifiac and 
Philip(burg. Turctine's army did not confift 
at moft of above twenty thoufand dfefkive men ; 
but having received a fmall reinforcement of • 
cavalry from the prince ■ of Conde, who was 
then in Flanders, he croiles the moun'- ^^ 
tains covered with fnow, marches through ^^*' 
Tarenne, and Bedfort, enters Upper /3- * 74* 
face, and appears in the midft of the enemy's 

Quarters,, who thought him lying inactive in 
iOrraine, and looked upon the campaign as al* 
ready finiflied. He beat up the quarters at. Mul- 
haufen that refifted, and made two thoufand of 
them prifoners. He then marched to Colmar^ 
where the ele<aor of Brandenburg, who was 
called the great eleftor, and was at that time 
general of the armies of the empire, had his 
head quarters, and came upon him juft as he 
and the reft of the princes and general officers 
were going to fit down to dinner. They had 
hardly time to efcape, and in. one inftant the 
Country was covered with the flying. 

Turenne, who thought he had done nothing, 
while there was any thing left to be done, lay 
in wait near Turkhdm, for a party of the ene- 
my's foot, who were to march that way. He 
bad chofen fo advantageous a pafs« that he Was 
Vol. VII. D was 
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. y certain of fucceis : accordingly he en- 

i67C ^^^^^^ defeated this body. In (hort, 
: * 75 thij army of fcvcnty thoufand men 
was beaten and difperfed almoft without any 
great battle. Alface fell into the king's hand, 
and the generals of the empire wore .obliged to 
repafs the Rhine. 

All thefe a^Uons, following h fail upon 
one another, co^duj^ed with fo much art, 
managed with iucK patience, and executed 
with as much promptitude, were equally ad* 
mired by France and her enemies. But Tu- 
renne's reputation received a coniiderable ad- 
dition, when it was known ^hat all he h^ 
done in this campaign had been done with«- 
out the confent of the court, and even againft 
the repeated orders lent to him by Louvois, in 
the king's name. It was not the leaft inftance 
of Turenne's courage, nor the leaft memorable 
exploit of this campaign, thus to oppofe the 
powerful Louvoisy and.tak^ upon himfelf the con- 
Sequences, in defiance of the outcries of thecourt, 
bis mafter's orders, and the hatred of theminiftry« 

It is certain, that thofe who had more hu- 
manity than efteem for military exploits, were 
greatly difpleafed at this glorious campaign } 
which was as much diftinguifhed by the mi- 
feries of the private people, as by the great 
deeds of Turenne. After the battle of Sintz-* 
beim he laid wafte with fire and fword the Pa- 
latinate, a level and fertile country, full of rich 
cities and villages: and the eleaor-palatine, 
from his caftle of Manheim, beheld two cities 
and twenty^five villages burnt before his eyes* 
This unhappy prince, in the firft emotions of 
bis rage, wrote a letter to Turenne, filled with 
the bittereft reproaches^ and defying him to 
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fingle combat. Turennc having fent this letter 
to the king, who forbade him to actept the chaU 
Icnge, he made no other return to the elcftor's 
reproaches and defiance than an empty com* 
pliraent, which fignified nothing. This was 
agreeable to the general t>ehaviour and ftile oF 
1 urenne, who always expreflfed himfelf in a 
cool and ambiguous manner. 

He, in the fame cold blood, deftroyed the 
ovens, and burnt all the corn fields in Alface, 
to prevent the enemy from finding fubfiftence. 
He afterwards permitted his cavalry to ravage 
Lorraine, where they committed fuch diforders, 
that the intendant, who, on his fide, laid waftc 
that province with his pen, wrote to dcfire the 
niarthal to put a ftop to the excefles of the , 
foldiery ; who always replied coolly, << I (hall 
take notice of it in the orders." Turcnne was 
better pleafed to be efteemed the father of the 
men who were entrufted to his care, than of 
the people who, according to the rules of war, 
are always the vi£tims. All the evil he did 
feemed neceflary : his reputation covered every 
thing ; and, befedes, the feventy thoufand Ger- 
mans, whom he prevented from entering France, 
would have done more mifchief there than he 
did in Alface, Lorrain, and the Palatinate. 

The prince of Conde, on his fide, fought a 
battle in Flanders, which was much more Moody 
than all the viSories of the vifcount Turenne, 
though it proved neither fo fortunate nor de- 
cifive ; or rather becaufe he had abler generals 
and better troops to encounter. This was the 
liattle of Senef. The marquis of Feuquieres in* 
fifts that it ihould be called only a fight i be- 
caufe it was not an adion between two armies 
D 2 drawn 
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drawn up 'in battle-array, and that the corpse 
were not all engaged ; but it feems generally 
agreed to give the title of battle to this hot and 
bloody day. It is always the importance of an 
affair which deternvines its appeUacion. Ha<l 
three thouland n>en, ranged in battle-9rray» 
be^n engaged with each other, and even all 
their different corps been in a(Slion> it would 
have been only called a fight. 

The prince of Condc, who was to keep tbe^ 
field with only forty-^five thoufand men, againfl 
the prince of Orange with upwards of fixty 
thoufand, waited for the enemy's army |o paf^ 
a defile at Senef, near Mons, and fell upon a 
part of the rear guacd, compofed of Spaniards^ 
over whom he gained a confiderable advantage. 
The prince of Orange was blamed for not 
baving taken fufitcient precaution in piffifig 
through this defile ; but eve^y one admired the 
dexterous n^nner in which he repaired thia 
accident; and Conde himfelf was cenfured for 
attemptii^ to renew the %ht againil an etiemy. 
{o ib-ongly entrenched. The combat was re- 
newed three different times. The two gene^ 
ral^, in this medley of errors and great deeds» 
equally diflinguiihed themfdlves hy thedr. pre* 
fence of mind and. courage. Of all the battles 
in which the great Conde had been en^ged, 
there was no one in which he hazarded Mb own 
life and thatof his foMiers fomuchas ifithis^ Afn 
ter having fufbined three bloody attacks, he was 
for attempting the fourth. " The prince of Conde, 
£ud one of die officers who was there pecfont^. 
ieemed to be the only perfon who had an in- 
clination for. ftgbting". What was moil re«^ 
markable in this a^on wasy that bodi armies, 

after 
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after having ftood tbe moft obftinatc and bloody 
engagement, were feized with a fudden panic 
in the night tinie, and took to flight. The 
next day they retreated, without either fide 
having kept the field of battle, or claimed the 
vidory ; both being equally weakened and de- 
feated. There were about feven thou&nd 
killed, and five thoufand made prifoners, on the 
fide of the French ; and the enemy's lofs was 
nearly equal. This ufelefs carnage prevented 
either army from undertaking any thing of 
moment agatnft the other : but the appearance 
of advantage was at that time fo rieceflary, that 
the prince of Orange, in order to make the 
world believe that he had gained the viftory, 
Jaid ficge to Oudenarde ; however, the prince 
of Conde foon (hewed that he had not loft the 
battle, by obliging him to raife the fiege, and 
purfuing him in bis retreat. 

It was equally the pradice with the French 
and the allies, to obferve the idle ceremony of 
giving public thanks for a vidory they had not 
gained : a cuftom eftablifhed to keep up the 
fpirit of the populace, who muft always be 
deceived. 

Turenne, with his little army, continued to 
make fome progrefs in Germany, by the mere 
efforts of his military genius. The council of 
Vienna not daring to trufl any longer the fate 
of the empire to princes who had made fo bad 
a defence, once more delivered the command of 
its armies to general Montecuculi, the fame 
who had defeated the Turks in the battle of St. 
Gothard, and who, in fpite of the endeavours of 
Turenne and Conde, had efFefted a jun(ftiori 
with the prince of Orange, and checked the 
D 3 career 
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career of Lewises conquefts, after be had re- 
duced three of the feven United Provinces, 

It has been elfewhere remarked, that the 
empire has been frequently Indebted to Italy 
for its greateft generals* This country, thougb 
in a (lace of declenfion and flavery, ftill pro- 
duces men who put us in mind of what it has 
once been. Montecuculi was the only perfon 
fit to be oppofed to Turenne* 'I^hey had both - 
brought war to an art. .They (pent four 
months in following and obferving each other 
in their marches and encampments, which were 
held in greater efteem by the French and Ger- 
man officers, than even vidories. Each of 
them judged what his adverfary had in view*» 
by the very fteps which he himfelf would have 
taken on the fame occafion, and they were 
feldom deceived. They oppofed each other 
with perfeverance, cunning, and aSivity. At 
kft they were on the point of conung to ah 
engagement, and ftaking their repotatiofis oa 
T I the fate of a battle near the villa^ of 

\I^J Salizbacb, when Turenne was killed 
^ by acs^nnon ball, ashe wvs'going to 
fix upon a place for crefiing a battery. Eyevf 
one is acquainted, with the particulars of this 
great man's death ; but we cannot refrain from 
repeating (bme of the principal circumftances 
of an event which continues to be fpoken of 
to this day* There is one indeed which it is 
hardly poffible to repeat too often. The fame 
.ball which deprived Turenne of his life, car- 
ried off the arm of St. Hilairc, lieutenant ge- 
neral of the artillery, whofe fon throwing him- 
^ felf down by his fide in a flood of tears, " Weep 
.not fgr rae, faid that brave officer> but for that 

great 
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great man,** pointing to Turenne. Thefe wordf 
are equal to any thing that hiftory has con* 
fecrated as moft heroic, and form the worthiefl 
elogium of the great Turenne. It is very 
feldom that in ^ defpotic government, where 
every one is wholly taken up with his own 
private concerns, thofe who have ferved their 
country die regretted : nevenhelefs, Turenne 
was lamented both by his own foldiers and 

•the people* Louvois was the only one who 
rgoiced at bis death. Every one knows that 
the king eaufed the greateft honours tp be 
payed to his memory ; and that he was interred 
at St* Denis, as the conftable du Guefclin 
kad been^ tQ whom the public voice declares 
him as much fuperior, as the age he lived in 
was fuperior to that of th^ conftable's. 

Turenne had not always been fuccefsful In 
the field*. He had been beaten at Mariendal, 
Retel, and Cambraii he had likewife been 
guilty of fome foults, and was fo much the great 
man as to own them* He had never gained 

-very ftriking victories, nor fought any of thofe 
pitched batues which decide the fate of one or 
the other nation ; but by always repairing his 

.defeats, and doing a great deal with a little, he 
pai&d for the ableft general in Europe, in an 
age when the art of ^ar was better underftood 
than ever it had been. In like manner, though 
be had been aocufed of having deferted his party 

' in the civil wacs, and that, when aimed fixty 
years of age, he had fufFered love to make him 

.reveal a fecret of flate, and that he exercifed 

fome unnecefTary barbarities in the Palatinate, 

yet beftill prefervedthecharader of an upright, 

prudent, and honeft man $ becaufe his virtues 

D 4 and 
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and great talents, which were peculiar to htm* 
felf, made the world forget thofe weakneflfcs and 
failings which were common to him wkh the 
reft of rrankind. If we were to compare him 
to any one, we might venture to fay, that of 
all the generals of paft ages, Gonfalvo dt 
Cordova, fumamed the Great Captain, wat 
the perfon whom he eame the neareft in rfr* 
femblance to. 

He was born a proteftant; but in 1688 he 
embraced the Roman-catholic religicm. It was 
not fuppofed 1^ either proteftant or phiioibphef » 
that this change v;as the effefi of mere perfua- 
ilon only, in a warrior and aftatefman, of' fifty 
years old, who ftill kept miftrefles. It was wall 
known that Lewis XIV. when he created htm 
marfhal-general of his armies, fpoke to htm in 
thcie very words, which we find related by Pe- 
liflbn in his letters, and others : << Iwiih you 
would lay me under an obligation of doing 
more for you." Thefe words (according to 
thefe writers) might, togetl^r with time, have 
been the means of bringing about this oonver« 
fion. The place of conftable might perhapa 
have entered into an ambitious mind' ; it is affe 
poiEble that this converfion might be iincei^. 
The human heart frequently unices polttic$^ 
ambition, religious fentiments, and amorous 
weakneftes ; but the catholics, who triumphed 
in this change, would never be perfuaded that 
the great foul of Turenne was capable of double 
dealing, 

The turn which aftairs took in Alface im- 
mediately after the death of Turenne, made 
his lofs more fcnfibly felt. Montecuculi, who 
bad for three months been kept on ^e other 

fide 
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fiic of the Rhine by the abilities of the French 
general, pafled that river the inftant he knew 
he had no longer Turenne to fear 5 he then fell 
upon a part of the army, which remained thun- 
derftruck with its lofs, under the command of 
the two lieutenant-generals, de Lorges and 
Vauban. Though the French defended them- 
selves with great valour, they could not hinder 
the Imperialifts from penetrating into Alface, 
from whence Tureali had always kept them 
at a diftance. '^ 

Th? army not only ftood in need of a leader 
to conduft it, but alfo to retrieve the late defeat 
which had happened to marihal de Crequi, a 
man of an enterprifmg genius, capable at once 
of the nobleft and raflieft anions, and equally 
dangerous to his country and its enemies. He 
had lately, through his own fault, a p- tt 
been beaten at Confarbruck, and his 5-- 
Jittle army routed and cut to pieces ^ '^ 
ty a body of twenty thoufand Germans, who 
were laying fiege to Triers. Hardly a fourth 
part of his troops efcaped. After this accident, 
he marched with the utmoft precipitation thro' 
a thoufand dangers, and threw himfelf into 
Triers, which he defended with the greateft va- 
lour 5 whereas he fhould have fuccoured it by a 
prudent management. He refolved to bury 
himfelf in the ruins of the place, before he 
would give it up 5 and even when a breach was 
made prafticable, he ftill continued to hold out. 
The garrifon began to murmur at this obfti- 
nacy ; and one captain Bois-Jourdan, who was 
at the head of the mutineers, repaired to the 
breach, and propofed a capitulation. Never 
was cowardice carried on with fg much bold- 
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nefs ; he threatened to kill the mariha], uxAeCf 
he would fign the capitulation j Crequl. upon 
this retires^ with Tome officers who remained 
faithful to him, to a. neighbouring churchy, and 
chofe rather to be a. prifoner at dKcretion than 
to capitulate* 

To recruit the great lofs of iwcn which the 
kingdom had fuffained by fo many iieges and 
hattfes; Lewis XIV* was advifed not to confine 
himfelf to the u£ual levies from among the mi^ 
Titia, hut to ifTue his orders for afTemblifig the 
ban and arriere-ban. Bv an ancient cuflom^ 
which is now laid afide> all thofe that held lands 
In fee, were ©bBged to ferve their lords para* 
mount in the wars> at their own expence, and 
to continue m arms for ascertain number of days. 
This fervice was one of the principal Jaws of 
our barbarous nations. Things are at prefent 
©n a very different footing in Europe^ every 
kingdom now raifes fofdiers, who are kept in 
conftant pay ,^ and form a regular and difciplined 
Dody^ 

Ilewis XIIL had once, during, his re^n, af^ 
femhltd the nobility of his kingdom ; Lewis 
XIV. now followed his example* The body 
of nobility took the field under the command 
of the marquis,, afterwards marfhal of Roche*- 
fort, and marched to the frontiers of Flanders, 
and from thence to the borders of Germany ; but 
this body was neither confideiable in its numbers, 
Jior ulefuF in its operations^, nor indeed could 
be rendered fo^ The gentlemen who had a mi- 
litary turn,, and were fit for ervice, had all com- 
miffiojis in the army -,, thofe whom age or dif- 
content had kept at home, remained there ; and 
the xeA> who were employed in improviiig their 

* cftatesj^ 
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eftates, came with repugnance,' to the numbe^ 
of about four thoufand. In fliort, they wer^ 
far from having the appearance of military 
troops. They wcrcf all differently mounted and 
accoutred, void of experience, ignorant of dif- 
cipline, and either incapable or averfe to regu« 
l^r feryice ; fo that they caufed only confufion^ 
and were for ever laid afide. This was the laft 
trace of ancient chivalry which appeared in our 
regular armies, of which thofe armies were for- 
merly compofed, and which, though poflefled 
of all the courage natural to their nation, never* 
fought well. 

Turenne dead, Crequi beaten and a prifo^ 
ner. Triers taken, and Montecuculi laying all 
Alface under contributions, the king thought 
that the prince of Conde alone was able to re-^ 
vive the drooping fpirits of the arnvvy difcou- 
raged by the death of Turenne. iJ6nd6 lefe 
marfhal Luxembourg to fupport the French- 
arms in Flanders, and battened to^check the pro-» 
grefs of Montecuculi. On this occafion,he (hew-? 
cd'as much-coldnefsas-hehad done iropetuofity. 
at Senef ; and, with a^genius which conformedi^^- 
itfclf to every thing, he difplayed the fame art* 
a^ Turenne had d6ne. By ^ ^^^ g 
two encampments only, he 167 c 
ftbpt the progrcfs of the Ger- * ^ 

man army^ artid obliged Montecuculi toraife 
the fieges of Haguenau and Saverne.- After 
this campaign, which was indeed iefs brilliant,* 
but more efteemed, than that of Senef, this 
prince no longer appeared in the charaSer of a • 
warrior. He was deikous of having his fon ap- 
pointed to the command in his ftead, and of- 
fered to a0ift him with bis advice: but the king 
D 6 d«ii 
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did not chufe to ha\ne either youflg tnen or 
princes for generals ; it was even not without 
relu^lance that be bad employed the prince of 
Cpnd6> who owed his being at the head of the 
army toLouvois'sjealoufy of Turenne, as much 
as to his own great reputation. 

The prince retired to Cbantilly, and rarely 
came to Verfailles, to fee his glory eclipfed in 
a place where the courtier re^rds only favour. 
During the remainder of his fife he was greatly 
tormented with the gout ', but he confoled him- 
felf in the midft of his anguifh and difgrace, by 
the converfatien of men of genius of aJl kinds^ 
with whichFrance then abounded. He was truly 
worthy of their acquaintance, being hiihfelf ac^ 
quainted with moft of the arts and fciences in 
which they excelled. He fiill continued the 
obiefl of admiration, even in his retirement 9 
till at lei^gth that devouring fire, which had in 
his youth made him the in^etuous hero, and 
fuhjed to a number of paiCons, having by de- 
crees confumed the vigour of a body, which was 
by nature formed rather aAive than robuft, he 
experienced a total decay before his time ; and 
his mind growing as weak as his body, nothing 
of the great Conde remained during the two 
lafl years of his life. He died in the year i68o. 
Montecuculi retired from the emperor's fervice 
much about the time that the. great Conde re- 
figned file command of the armies of France* 
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CHAP. CLXXVL 

From the Death of Turenne to the Pittwe of 

NlMEGITEW, in 1678. 

NOtwithftjuiding Turenne was dcaJ^ and 
the prince of Conde withdrawn from the 
army^ the king fiill continued the war ag^nfl 
the empcvoTj the Spaniards, and the Dutcb^ 
with as much fucceis as before. He had a ^ 
number of officers who had been trained up un- 
der thefe great men; he had Louvofs, who 
was as gooa as a general to him, becaufe, W 
his ready forefight, he furniihed the gcnerak 
with means of undertaking every thing they de* 
fired; and the troops^ by a long feries ofviQo^ 
lies, retained that ardour, which the prefence of 
a monarch, ever fortunate in his undertakings, 
had in^ired them with. 

During the courfe of this war, he in perfon 
took Conde *, Bouchain t> Valenciennes J,^ 
and Cambray ](• He was accufcd by fome, of 
havii^ been afraid to engage the prince of 
Orange, who, at the £ege of Bouchain, pre- 
fented himfelf with an army of fifty thoufand 
men, in order to relieve the place. The prince 
of Orange was likewife reproached with not 
having given battle to Lewis* when he might 
have done it ; for fuch is the fate of kings and 
generalst that they are always blamed for what 
they do, and for what they do not do ; but nei-- 
fther the king nor the prince of Orange were in 

• April a6, 2676. f May 11^ 1675; J March 17, 
x677« 1 April 5» '^77* 

the 
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the leaft to blame: the former did not give 
battle, though he was defirous of it, becaufe 
Monterey, who was governor of the Nether- 
lands, and who was then in his army, did not 
chufe to expofe his province to the chance of a 
decifive a^on ; and the honour of the campaign 
;was undoubtedly on the king's fide, fince he 
did what he pleafed, and took a town in fightof 
his enemy. 

With regard to the town of Valenciennes, 
it was taken by aflault, by one of thofe lingular 
events which characterize the impetuous courage 
of the Frsnch nation.* 

The king carried on this fiegc, affifled by his 
brother and five marOials of France, namely, 
^ d'Humieres, Schomberg, La Feuillade, Lux- 
embourg, and de Lorges. The marfhals had 
each their day of command in turn, and Vauban 
had thedireoion of all the operations. 

They had not yet made themtelyes matters' 
of any of the outworks of the place; The firft* 
thing to be done was to attack two half-moons ; 
behind which was a large crown -work^ 
guarded' with pallifades arid fr&ifes, and fur- 
rounded by a ditch, interfc6ted with feveral'tra--^ 
verfes; Within this crown-work was ano-^ 
ther work, furrounded* by another ditch; 
When all thefe entrenchments were carried, 
there M^s ftill a branch of the Scheld to be- 
pafled. Even after this, there remained ano^ 
ther work, called pate; behind this pate ran 
the main ftream of the Scheld,' which was very 
ileep and rapid, and which ferves as a ditch to* 
the town- wall, which was defended by ftrong 
jamgarts. All thefe work« were covered with- 

artillery^ 
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artillery, and a garrifoiv of three thoufa^d men 
promifed a long reliftance- 

The king held a council of war about at- 
tacking the out- works. It had always been a 
cuftom to make thefe attacks io the night-time, 
in order to fteal upon the enemy unperceived^ 
and fave the lives of the men. Vauban pro- 
pofed to make the attack in the day-time. This 
propofal was ftrongly oppofed by the maribals^ 
and Louvois joined in condemning it ; Vaubaa 
however maintained his opinion, with the con- 
fidence of a man who is fure of what he ad- 
vances : '* You are defirous (faid he) of Giving 
your men as much as poifible ;. you will cer- 
tainly do this much better by day-light, when 
they will be able to fight without confufion 
and tumult, or being apprehenfive of one 
party firing upon another, as too often happens 
in attacks by night. We want to furjprife the 
enemy, who are always upon their guard 
againft an attack, by night ; we fhall therefore 
effeSually furprife them, if we oblige them to 
fland. the atxack of ouc frefli troops,, after they 
have been wearied out by the fatigue of the 
over-night*s watch^ Add to this, that if there 
are any of our men who want courage, the 
night favours their back.wardne(s ;. but that,, in 
day-ti.i e, the eye of the maifer infpires them 
with courage, and makes, them furpafs them* 
felv.es." 

The king was convinced by Vauban's argu-» 
ments, and agreed to .his propofal, notwith- 
ftanding the objections of the five marfhals of 
France.. 

At 



itized by Google 



^4 TH«AOEor 

March it ^* "**^ o'clock in the morning, 
1677 ^^^ ^^^ companies of muiketecrs, 
' ' an hundred grenadiers, a battalion 
of the guards, and another of the regiment of 
Picardy, mounted the great crown-work on all 
fides. Tfaeii orders were only to make a lodge- 
ment there, and this was a great deal j but fome 
of the black muflcctecrs having found entrance 
by a private paflage into the inner entrench*- 
ments which were in this work, prefently made 
themfelves matters of it 5 at the fame time the 
grey muftetecrs made way through another 
paflage ; thefe were followed by the battalion 
of guards, who fell upon thebeficged, killed 
fome of them, and put the reft to flight. By 
this time the muflceteers had let down the draw- 
bridge which joined this work to the reft : they 
followed the enemy from one entrenchment to 
another, both on the greater and leflSsr branch 
of the Scheld. The guards prefled on in crouds, 
and the muflceteers were in pofleffion of the 
town before the king knew that die firft viroHc, 
which he had ordered to be attacked, was car- 
ried. 

But this was the leaft confiderable part of the 
a£lion. It is likely enough that a number of 
young muflceteers, inflamed with the ardour of 
luccefs, might fall upon the troops or burghers 
whom they met in the ftreets, and lofe 
their lives, or elfc plunder the town ; but 
what is moft extraordinary in this afiair is, that 
thefe young men, under the conduft of a cor- 
net called Moifiac, drew up in a rank behind 
fome waggons, and while the reft of the troops 
who came in were forming with deliberation. 
Other muik^tecrs took poficffioA of the neigh- 

hi^uring 
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bouriBg hottfes, and covered with their fire 
thofe who were in the ftreet. Hoflages were 
Aow exchanged on each Tide ; the town-coun^ 
cil aflembled and diipatched a deputation to the 
kmg, and all this was tranfa£led without pil- 
lage, cofifufion, or the leaft outrage of any kind. 
The king made the garrifon prifoners of war, 
and entered Valenciennes with aftonifihment. 
The finguiarity of this tuStloix eitg9ged us to en- 
ter into this minue detail.. 

The king Ukewife gained ^if,^^ ^ ^^^o 
fome honour by the taking of ^^'"^ 9» 1^78 

met wi^ fliU greater fuecefi. 

In Germatty^ indeed* the marflial duke df 
-Luxembourg, at the Ix^infung flff ^be war» (of-* 
fcred Rhilii^rg to be taken itt ^«^«^k«^ . 
Jiis fight, after a fruitlefs atteriipt ^^fglf ^* 
to relieve it with an army of fifty ' 

thoufand men. The gener^ who took PhilipA- 
burg was Charles V. the new duke of Lor* 
rain, ^fnho fucceeded his uncle Charles IV^ and 
, was, like him, ftript of his dominions. He had 
all the go6d qualifications of his unhappy uncie^ 
without any of bis faults* * He ccnnmaoded the 
armies of the empire . with f;reat feputation ; 
but» notwiehftsfiduBg he had reduced Philipf* 
burg, and was at the bead of an army of fix ty 
tboufand meh^ he could (never get poueficMi.of 
his dominions ; and it was to xio purpofe that 
he carried tfaefe words in his colours : jfut nunc. 
nut nufifman^ Now or never* Marflial Creqc(i, 
now ranfomed from his confinement, and be« 
come more prudent by his defeat at Confar- 
faruck, .always kept the entrance into Lorrain 

Ihut 
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-^tft , ^ £ ^ fliut from him. He beat him 
Oaob. 7, 1677 j^ ^ f^^jj ^.^^j^ j^^ K^j^^^f^ 

berk, in Alface, and continually harrafled him 

xr^,, r. ,/;m,, in his marches. He took Firi- 
Wov. 14, 1077 j^^^g j^ yg ggj^^^ ^^j ^^^^ ^ 

T 1 ,0 detachment of his army at 

July, 1678 Rheinfield. He paffed the river 

Keres in his vieiv, purfued him to Ofi^nbourg,. 
fell upon him in his retreat, and having imme- 
diately afterwards carried the fort of Retell 
fword in hand, he proceeded* to Sharbourg^ 
where he burnt the bridge by which that city^. 
which was ftill free, bad fe many times afforded^ 
a paflage for the imperial- troqn into AIface«.- 
Thus did marfhsd^Crequi msdEe amends for ther 
impnidence of one day> by^ » feries of fucceile^ 

-mrhidk were who£h^ owing: to his' jurudence^ 
and^.hadhe lived k>me time longer, it is pro^ 
Bable he* would. have acquiE6d.ane^al.regutaHr 
tion with Torennev- 

The prince of 0range was nor more (ucce(^ 
fill in Fbnder^ thaiv the duke of Lorrain hacT 
been in Germany r he was hot only' obKgedto^ 
raife the ilege of Maefincbt and Cbarlerei, bat». 

. alter having fiifiered Conde^- Bouchain,. and Va« 
lendenaes^ta fair int0 the hands of Lewis XIV.^ 
he loft the battle of Montcaliel^ againft Mbnr 
fieur the king's brother,^ in attempting to re- 

; lieve St. Omer. The marfiiah Ltixembourg 

' and d'Humieres commanded this army under 
Mohfieur. It is faid that the gaining of the 

' battle was owing to an error coiiimitted by the 

prince of Orange, and a dextrous movement 

- made by Luxembourg. Monfieur fought with 

a courage and prefence of mind that was never 

cxpedea from fo cfFeminate a prince. There 

could 
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could not be a ftronger inilance that valour is 
not incompatible with delicacy. This prince, 
who frequently ufed to go dreft like a woman, 
and who had the fame inclinations, behaved 
on this occafion like a general and a foldier. 
It is faid that the king his brother was jealous of 
the reputation he acquired. He took very little 
notice to him of the victory be had gained, and 
did not fo much as go to fee the field of 

, battle, tho'he wasjuftby. Some »* , 
of the duke of Orleans attend- ^»J<^»^"» 
ants, who were more difcerning '7 

than the reft, prophefied to him then that hie 
would never again have the command of aut^ 
acmy, and their predidiions were verified^ 

The taking of fo many towns, and the gairn 
ing fo many battles, were not the only hC" 
cedes which attended the arms of Lewis XI\^» 
during this war. The count of Schoraberg and 

: marlhal Navaille beat the Spaniards in the Lanf» 
pourdan, at the foot of the Pyrenees, and a&» 
tacked them even in Scilj-., 

This ifland, fince the tihie of- tlie; tyrants of 
Syracule, under whom it waaof. fome note in 
the world, has always^fallen a<prey to foreignerff: 
il^^has been fucceffively enflaved by the Romans, 
the Vandals, the Arabians, the Norman princes 
vaflals to the popes, the French, the Germans, 

' and the Spaniards ; ftill hating its mafters and 

jrebelling againft them, without making any 
noble efforts to gain their liberty, and cont»* 
nually engaged in frelb feditions only to change 
its chains. 

The magiftrates of Meffina had lately ftirred 
up a civil war againft their governors, and cal- 
led in the French to their affiftance. Their 

harbour 
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harbour was Uocked up by a Spanift fleet, and 
the^ were reduced to the laft extremities of fa- 
inine. 

The chevalier de Valbille was immediately 
ient with a few frigates to their affiftance, who 
palled through the Spanifh fleet, and threw a 
fupply of provifions, arms, and men, into the 
city. Soon after the duke of Vivf>nne arrived^ 
with feven men of war of fixty guns,^ two of 
Feb fi ^'g^^Xi ^^^ ^ number of %re-lhips, 
167 c ^^S^^ *^® enemy's fleet, which he 
'^ defe^ed, and entered the harbour of 
Meffina in triumph* 

The Spaniards were obliged to have recourfe 
to the Dutch, their ancient enemies, who were 
rAill looked upon as mafters of the fea, to 
Jbelp them to defend Sicily. De Ruyter fails 
from the Zuyder Zee, piflres the vere of 
.MeflSlna* and remforces the Spaniih fleet of 
•twenty fbips with three and twenty large men 
^f wan 
Tan 8 ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ French, who, when 

676' joined with the Englifb, had not been 
' ^ ^ able to beat the Dutch fleets, gained 
a vi£lory alone over the combined fquadrons 
of Spain and Holland. The duke of Vivonne, 
who was obliged to remain in Mefllina to reftrain 
the populace, who already began to be dif- 
pleafed with their defenders, left the care of 
this engagement to du Quefne, his lieutenant- 
general, who was a man as extraordinary in 
his way as de Ruyter; he had, like him, roTe to 
the command entirely by merit, but had never 
before had the management of a naval arma- 
ment, having hitherto fignalized himfelf rather 
in the cbaia<Ser of a captain of a privateer, than 

the 
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the commander of a regular fleet. But whofo- 
ever pofieies a senius for his art, and for car-* 
ryjng command, paifes with great cafe and 
qvicknefs from the little to the great. Du 
Quefne (hewed himfetf a very able fea-officer in 
this aidion againft de Ruyter, was it only for 
having gained a finall advantage over this expe- 
rienced Hollander. He gave battle a fecond 
time to the enemy's fleets off Aofta *. In this- 
engagement de Ruyter received the *j , 
wound which put an end to his ^^™ '*i/ 
glorious life. He was one of thofe '"7^ 
men whofe memories are ftill had in the greateft 
veneration by the people of Holland. On his^ 
fii^ entrance into a fea-life he was only a ca1>*^ 
bia4>oy, or eapcain's fervant, which makes him 
fo much the more refpefhible. His -name is 
equal with thofe of the princes of Naffau. The 
Spaniflx council gave him the title and patent of • 
dtike, an odd and ridiculous dignity to confer 
on a republican ; the patent however did not 
arrive till after he was dead, when his children, 
proving themfelves worthy of fuch a father, re- 
fttfed a title which is fo earneiHv fought after in 
our monarchies, but which is oy no means to 
be preferred to the name of a good citizen* ; 

i/ewis XIV. had too noble a foul not to ht' 
concerned at his death ; and, when fbme of his 
comtiert reprcfented to him that he was now 
rid of a troublefboie and dangerous enemy, 
*^ Neverthdefs, replied he, I cannot help bc- 
, ing afliiAed with the Ms of a great man.** 

* Abfta, A^uft, or Avofta, a dutchy in the i^incipality 
of Ptedtnont, belonging to the kh»( of Sardinia, And lyiog 
near tlb»lbft-fid«k 

Du 
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Du Quefne, the de Ruyter of tbe French, 
attacked the .combined. fleets a third time, im- 
mediately upon the death of the Dutch admiral, 
and funk^ burnt, and took feveralof their largeft 
ihips. The marlhal duke of Vivonne com- 
manded in chief in tbk adion ; but it was ne- 
verthelefs du Quefne who gained the vi&ory. 
Europe flood amazed to fee France, in fo fihort 
a Q>ace of time, become as formidable by fea as 
at land. It is certain, that thefe armaments and 
viflorics only ferved to fpread the alarm thro* 
every ftate. The king of England, haying en- 
tered upon the war to fupport the intereft of 
France, was now defirous of joining the prince 
of Orange, who had lately married his niece. 
A -1 o Befides, the great reputation gained in 

f! R ' Sicily coft too much money,, and 
^^ laftly, the French evacuated Meffina 
at the very time when they were thought on 
the point of making themfelves nlafters of the 
ifland. Lewis XIV. was greatly blamed for 
having, during the courfe of this war, under* 
taken many things which he could not go thro' 
with, and for quitting MeiSna, as he had done 
Holland, after a fruitlefs conqueft. 

However, it muft be allowed, that prince is 
very formidable who is no otherwife unfucccefsful 
than in not being able to keep all his conquefts. 
He prefled his enemies in every part of Europe. 
The war in Sicily had not coft him near fo 
much money as it did the Spaniard, who was 
diftrefled and beaten in every place. He likewife 
raifed up new enemies againft the houfe of Au-. 
ftria ; he fomented the troubles in Hungaij, and 
bis ambafladors at the Ottoman porte-preiied the 
fultan to carry the war into Oermany> though 
5 at 
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:«t the (ame time common decenqr would have 
obliged him to fend fuccours againft thole veiy 
people whom his politics had called in : for, 
at that time, the Swedes, his old allies, were 
engaged in an unfuccefsful war, againft the 
eledlor of Brandenburg. This eleSor, who 
was father totheiirft kingof Pruffia, had be^n 
to exalt bis country to that degree of reputation 
which has fmce received fo confiderable an ad- 
dition. He bad juft then taken Pomerania from 
die Swedes. 

It is remarkable, that during the courfc of thii 
war, there were almoft continual conferences 
held for peace ; firft at Cologne, upon the fruit- 
leis mediation of the Swedes, and afterwards 
at NUneguen, by the equally ufelefs interpo- 
fition of tixe En^lifh, whofe mediation was be- 
come almoft ^s idle a piece of ceremony as the 
arbitration of the pope. At the treaty of Aix-la- 
Chapdle, Lewis XlV. was adually the only 
real arbiter : he made propofals for a peace, 
the ninth of April 1678, in the midft of his 
victories, and gave the enemy to the tenth of 
May to accept of them. He afterwards al«* 
lowed, the ftates general fix weeks longer, 
upon their alking it in the moft fubmiffive 
manner. 

He now entirely laid afide all ambitious 
views upon HoUano : that republic had been fo 
liicky, or ikilful, to appear only as an auxiliary 
in a war which was begun for its deftru£tion ; 
while the empire and Spain, who were at firft 
only auxiliaries, were at length become the 
principal parties. 

The king greatly favoured the trade of the 

Dutch 
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Dutch by the condition* v^ich he impoTetf 
tkpon them ; he reftored to them riie city of 
Maeftricht, suidgave the Spaniards fome towns 
to ferve as barriers to the United Provinces; 
as Charleroi, Courtrai, Oudcnarde^ Ath, Ghent> 
and Limburg : hut he rcfcrved Bouchain, 
Cofld£, Ypres, Valenciennes, Cambnri, Mau- 
b^uge. Aire, S^'nt Omer, CaflH, Chartemontj 
Popering, Baitleul, ice. vriiich made a mat part 
of Flanders. To thefe he added the Franchc- 
Comte, which had been already twice conquered * 
and thefe two provinces were no deqricablc 
fruits of this war. 

He demanded nothing more of the empire 
but Friburg or PhiKpfburg, Which he left to 
the emperor's choice. He reinftated the two 
brothers, Furftemburg, in thebifhopric of Straf- 
burg, and their family eftate, of which they 
had been ftript by the emperor, who ftill de- 
tained one of them in prifon. 

He protefted with an high hand his allies the 
Swedes, unhappily joiried with him igainft the 
king of Denmark and the ele£ter of Branden- 
burg. He infifted that Denmark fhould give 
up all it had taken from Sweden, lower the 
. toll-duties in the Baltitk Sea; that the duke of 
Holftein fhould be reftored. to his dominions ; 
that the elector of Brandenburg l^uld give up 
Pomerania, which he had lately cddquered"; and 
that every article of the treaty 6f Weftphalia 
fhould be again renewed. His will was a law 
throughout Europe j the eleftor of Bran* 
denburg in vain wrote a letter to Jiim, in the 
moft fubmiffive terms, in which he ftiJes him^ 
*' His Lord- and Matter,** humbly «»treating he 

might 
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■flight be permitted to keep what he had con- 
quered, with many aflurances of his zeal and 
future fervice ; but his fubmiffions proved as inef- 
ficacious as his refiftance, and the cpnqueror of 
the Swedes was obliged to reftore all he had taken 
&om them. 

And now the ambaflador of France infilled 
upon taking the upper hand of the elefiors. 
Brandeburg propofed every kind of modiiica- 
cation, in order to fetde a conference with the 
count, afterwards marfhal d'Eftrades, who was 
ambailador to the ftates-general ; but the king 
would never fuiFer a perfon who reprefented him 
to yield to an eledor, and the count d*£ftradct 
could not treat. 

Charles V. had put the grandees of Spain 
upon the fame rank with the eIe£);ors, confc- 
quently the peers of France had pretenfions to 
the fame equality. At prefent we fee that 
things are changed in every point, fmce in the 
imperial diets the ambafladors of electors are 
now held in the fame manner as, thofe of 
crowned heads. As to Lorrain, Lewis offered 
to reftore the new duke, Charles V. but in* 
filled upon remaining mafter of Nanci, and lU 
tbegreat roads. 

Inefe conditions were impofed with the 
haughtinefs of a conqueror ; but yet they were, 
not fo unreafonable as to drive his enemies to ' 
defpair, or oblige them to join together againft 
him, as the only thing left. He at once dic- 
tated to Europe as a mafter, and a&ed as a 
politician. 

At the conferences at Nimeguen he found 
means to fow jealoufy among his allies. The 
Dutch were in hafte to fign, in defpite of the 

Vol. VII. E prince 
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prince of Orange, who rc&l ved at al) ovnent^ t» 

carry on war^ allec^iog thai the Spaniards wevo 
too weak ta affift them, fliould they rofufe to> 
fign. 

The Spaniards, feeing that the DuCck back 
accepted of terms of peace, followed their ex- 
iQ>ple ; aUedging that the cwpire did not ieem 
beaity in the comau»A caui^. 

In the laft pkce, tile Germany aband«iie4 
by Spain and Holland, fsgned after all the others, 
ceedbg Friburg to t be Icing, and confiriBfa>g' 
the treaties of Weflphalia. 

There was no alteration made in the . con- 
ditions prefbribed by Lewis XIV. The eneo^ 
in vain afFeded to make fome extravagant pro- 
pofal^, in order to difguife their own wes^nefs. 
He gave laws and peace to all Europe. Thi» 
duke of Lorrain was the only one who refufed 
to accede to a treaty which appeared lo him 
in b oppreffiye a light. He chofe rather to be 
a prince, and wander through the empire^ |han 
to be a fover^ign without power or honours in 
his own dominions; and waited in expe^ation^ 
when time and his own courage fliould bring 
about a favourable reverfe of fortune. 

During the conferences ^t Nimeguen, and 
four days after that the plenipotentiaries of 
France and Holland had figned the treaty of 
peace, the prince of Ocange fbewed how dan- 

Srous an enemy Lewis XIV. had in him. 
arihal Luxembourg, who was then befieging 
Mons, had lately received an account of the 
conclufion of the peace ; upon which be lay 
lulled in full fecurity in the village of St. Denis, 
and dined that day with the intendant of the 
army. The prince of Orange, with his whole 

army. 
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army, attacks the marfhal's quarters, and forces; 
them : a long and bloody engagement eofues, 
from which the prince had the greateft reafbfk 
to expc<a the moft fignal vidiory ; for he noe 
only gave the attack, which is a great advantage^ 
but he attacked an army which depended upon 
the faith of treaties, and grew remifs in their 
military rigour. Marihal Luxembourg could 
with great difficulty refift the fury of this at- 
tack ; and if the advantage lay on any ilde, it 
was with the prince of Orange, whofe foot re^ 
imained mafter of the field of battle where they 
had fought* 

Did ambitious men pay any regard to the 
.fives of their fellow creatures, the princes of 
Orange would not have fought this battle* Ho 
certainly knew that the peace was already Hgned, 
or on the point of being fo : he knew that this 
peace would prbve advantageous to his countr}'^ 
and yet he hazarded bis own life, and that of 
thoufands.of men befides, as the firft fruits of a 
general peace, which was then fo far advanced, 
that had he even beat the Trench army, it 
would have made no alteration in the congrefs; 
This a6^, as inhuman as it was glorious, and 
which at that time was more efteemed than 
blamed, did not produce one fingle additional 
article in the treaty ; and the lives of two thou-f 
land French, and as many of the enemy, were 
thrown away to no end* By this peace we may 
fee how much projedls are contradiQed by 
events. Holland, ag^nft whom alone the war 
was undertaken, and whofe deftru<9;ion feemed 
inevitable, loft nothing at all j on the contrary^ 
fhe gained a barrier, while every other crowned 
E 2 head 
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head who had preferved it from deftrudion, loft 
by it. 

The king was now at the height of his great- . 
Bcfs. He had been viftorious ever fince he 
came to the crown j never had befieged any 
place without taking it ; was fuperior in all 
things to thofe in league againft him j the ter- 
ror of Europe for fix years together ; and at 
length its arbiter and peace-maker : he added 
to his eftatcs the Franche-Comte, Dunkirk, and 
one half of Flanders ; and, what he flill ought 
to look upon ^s one of the greateft bleilings, 
he was king over a happy kingdom, now become 
the model to all other nations. 

Some time afterwards, (in 1680) the town- ' 
houfe of Paris folemnly beftowed upon him the 
epithet of Great, and ordered this title alone 
to be placed upon all public monuments. Se- 
veral medals had been ftruck as early as the 
year 1673, with this furname on them; and 
feurcpe, though jealous of his glory, did not 
cry out againft thefe honours. Neverthe- 
lefs, the name of Lewis XIV. has prevailed 
among the public more than that of Great. 
Cuftom governs all things. Henry^ who had 
the furname of Great conferred on him after 
his death with fo much juftice, is commonly 
called Henry IV. and that name alone is fuffici- 
cntly expreffive. The prince of Conde is always 
called the Great Conde, not only on account 
of his heroic deeds, but from a lucky facility. of 
diftinguifhing him by that means from the other 
princes of Conde. Had he been called Conde 
the Great, that title would never have remained 
with him. We fay the Great Corneille, to 
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diftinguifli him from his brother. We do not 
fay the Great Virgil, the Great Horace, or the 
Great Taffo. Alexander the Great in now 
only known by the fimple name of Alexander. 
Charles V. whofc fucceffes were more dazzling 
than thofe of Lewis XIV, had never the fur- 
name of Great. It continues to be given to 
Charlemagne, only as a proper name *. Titles 
are of no ufe to pofterity ; the name of a man 
who has done great things, imprefles more ref- 
pe£): than the mofl founding epithet. 

CHAP. 

* This is a ftrange medley of comparifons, without any 
propriety of diftindlion $ and one of the remarks is, we 
apprehend, not founded upon reality : that, for example, 
which relates to Alexander, who is univerfally known by 
the name of Alexander the Great : the fame epithet is con- 
ftantly beftoyved upon Pompey, the rival of Julius Caefar. 
But whatever Mr. de Voltaire may think of the importance 
of his .own nation in general, and of thofe charadlers in 
particular, which bis nation has honoured with the ap« 
pellation of Great, the confent of the French nation alone 
is not fufficient to eftablilh this epithet. Alexander deferred 
the name of Great, in the opinion of all the enlightiened 
nations then In being. Pompey was firnamed Great, by 
the undoubted metropolis of the world. Both the one and 
the other had performed fuch exploits as entitled them to 
that glorious addition. They had fubdued the moft for- 
midable ^wers of Afia, and filled all the world with aflo- 
nlQiment at the brilliancy of their viAories. Henry IV. 
of France had never extended his fuccefs beyond his own 
dominions. His grand-fon, Lewis XIV. had over-run 
Franche-^omte and Flanders, when they were both de- 
fencelefs : but he was not able to complete the conqueft of 
Holland, even though he was at the gates of Amfterdam» 
and the Dutch had not an army to oppofe his career. In 
the fequel, though his generals obtained fome vi^ories over 
the prince of Orange, they never ftruck fuch a decifive (Iroke, 
but that he was always able to keep them at bay, and to 
E 3 giv» 



itized by Google 



78 TheAGEof 

CHAP. CLXXVII. 

The taking of Str asbvrg j the bombardtng 
of Algiers; the fubmiffion of the Ge* 
NOESE; the embafly from the eimperor of 
Si AM ; the pope braved in Rome; and the 
fucceffion to the Eledorate of Colognb 
difputed, 

THE general peace proved no rcfiraint 
wpon Lewis's ambition. The empire, 
Spain, and Holland, difbanded their extraordi* 
^o nary troops, but he ftill kept his in pay. 
Peace was to him a time of conquefts*^ 



give them battle in fix weeks sifter -ever^r defeat. Nor 
cviuld they,, whh all their tffwts, ever tna^e another coii^ 
queft on the territories of the ftates general. In the war 
that fucceeded the death of king William, Lewis had the 
mortification to fee his fumame of Great melted down at 
as it were» in a feries of defeats <aad c^Aers, undl he was 
at length obliged to fue for peace of thofe'^eryitates which 
he bad treated with fnch lafotenoe in his profperity. Hovr 
was it poffiUe that a prince covM vetaia the epithet -of 
Great, in thcenidft of fnfaye^s who found themfelTet re- 
duced to aatfery^ his ambition ^ wiio Taw that aihUtron 
blafted, and that idedioed ;monBi«h Ihiliing vnder diAemper^ 
and overwhelmed witfitiil^aoe ? fiefides, the pei'fonal cha« 
rader of Lewis, wras evidently AeAcient in that enterprHin^ 
courage and intrepidrty, which «re vedtoned by all th^ 
world eflential ingredients in the confiftitation of a hero. 

* Whrle this Ihcet was at pr0fs» there fell into^he 4iands 
of the editors, a compilation enti^d, Memoirs of madamo 
de iVfaintencn. In the third volume of which woilr, at the 
twenty- third page> are the following words : ** The uniotk 
of the courts of Metz and Befanoon,** which made us at firfb 
think that there was a court at Befancon united to that t$ 
K^ets. Upon this we confulted fevend authors, bat found 
that there .«ev9 Hd be«a any Gourt at BefemiM aj^petinteil 

for 
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He wfcs even fo fecure of his power at that 
time, thftt he eftablifhed coarts of juriftKftJon in 
Ment£ and Brifac, for aimexing to th« crown 
all the territories which were formerly depen- 
dent upon Alfaee or the three biflioprics ; but 
which had from time immemorial been in the 
bands of other matters. Several fovereign prin*^ 
tes of the empire, the eleftof palatine, the king 
of Spain himfelf, who had feveral bailiwicks in 
thcfe countries, and the king of Sweden as ; 
^uke of Deux Fonts, were fummoned before 
Ihefe courts, to do homage to the king of 
France, under pain of having their poffeffions 
forfeited. He vfks the only prince fince the 
time of Charlemagne who had a£ted thus like 
Ae lord and judge of crowned heads, and con- 
quered countries by judicial decrees. 

The eleSor palatine, and the cleflor of 
Triers, were difpoffeffed of the lordftips of 
Falkemburg, Germarlheim, Veldentz, &c. 
They carried their complaints before the diet 
oftiie empire, aflemblcd at Ratifbon, btit in 
vain ; for that aflembly contented itfelf with 
entering protefts againft thefe proceedings. 

The king did not think it fufficicnt to be 
thus mafter of ten free cities of Alface, by the 
fame titles which the emperors formerly had : 
no one even dared to mention liberty in any of 
thofe cities. Strafburg yet remained a great 
and opulent city, and miftrefs of the Rhine, b^ 

lor deciding the territories properly belonging to France j 
•nd that in the year 1610, there xvere only the council of 
HrHac and Metz, whoTe bufinefs h w*8 to annex to the' 
«rew« of France the territvrtes which had bcea difineaiber«t 
fcMi Alface a|ut |b« three bi(h(^riG«»^ 
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means of the bridge which it had upon that 
river; ofitfelfa powerful republic, and famous 
for its arfenal, which contained nine hundred 
pieces of cannon. 

Louvois had for a long time formed a defign 
of putting this city into his mafter*s hands. He 
had already prepared the way by bribery, in- 
trigues, and menaces. The magiflrates wer6 
feduced, and the people were ftruck with con* 
fternation, ^t feeing their ramparts on a fudden 
furrounded by twenty thoufand French ; their 
forts, by which they were guarded on the fide 
of the Rhine, attacked and taken in an inftant ; 
Louvois at their gates, and their burgomafters 
« talkingoffurrendering, which Louvois 

68 accepted, and* took puffeffion of the 
town. Vauban has fince fortified it 
in fuch a manner, that it has become the 
ftrongeft barrier of France. 

The king kept no better meafures with 
Spain : he claimed the town of Aloft, in the 
Netherlands, together with its whole bailiwick, 
which, as was pretended, his minifters had for- 
got to infert in the articles of peace ; and upon 
the Spanifh court making fome hefitadon in 
rr^ Complying with his demand, he ordered 
^ the city of Luxemburgh to be bloc- 

kaded. 

At the. fame time he purchafed the. city* of 
Cafal, of the petty duke of Mantua, who 
would have fold all his dominions to fupply 
his pleafures. 

Europe began to be alarmed a-freih, at feeing 
a power which thus extended itfelf on all fides, 
and had acquired in the midft of peace more 
than ten preceding monarchs of France had 

gained 
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gained by all their wars. The emperor, the 
Dutch, and even the Swedes themfelves, finding 
great reafon to be difpleafed with Lewis's pro- 
ceedings, entered into a treaty of ailbciation* 
The Englifh threw out fome threats, the Spa- 
niards refolved upon a war, and the prince of 
Orange left no ftone unturned to blow up the 
flame ; but no power as yet dared to ftrike the 
firftblow*. 

The king, who was feared every where, 
ibiigbt only how to make himfelf more formi- 
dable. He encreafed the power of his marine 
beyond the moftfanguine hopes of his fubje£ls9 
or the livelieft apprehenfions of his enemies. 
He had fixty thoufand failors in pay ; and this 
rude body of men were kept to their duty, by 
laws as fevere as ' thofe obferved with re(^£t to 
the military forces. The EngUfli and Dutch, 
on the contrary, though fuch powerful maritime 
nations, had neither To many feamen, nor fuch 

* Some pretend tbat it was on this o€ca6on th»t the 
prince of Orange pubUcly exprelTed himfelf in thefe terms : 
*' U I cannot have his fr1end(hip, I will at leaft defcrve 
his cftccm." This faying has been preferved by feveral 
perfons j and the abb^ ChoiA places it about the year 
J 67 2. It is worthy of feme attention, as it feems a di- 
ilant hint of the confederacies which William afterwards 
formed againft Lewis XIV. But it is a miftake to fay thac 
it was at the peace of Nimqguen, that the prince of Orange 
%oke thefe words $ and it is a Aill grower error to fup. 
pofe that Lewis XIV. wrote to that prince in thefe terms : 
'' You aik me for my friendOiip, I will grant it you when 
you are deferving of it/* This is the language of*a lord 
to his vaflalj and fuch infulting expreffions are never made 
' ufe of by one prioce in treaty with another. This letter 
is found no where but in Maintenon*s memoirs ; and we arc 
informed that this compilation is greatly cenfured for the 
mimber of falfities it contains. 

E 5 good 
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good regulations. Several companies of ca<fef8^ 
and maripe guards were formed, and ftationed in 
the frontier-towns and the fea-ports, who were 
trafned up in all the arts re(|uiffte to their pro- 
feffion, under the care of mafters payed out pT 
the public treafu^. 

The harbour of Toulon, in the Mediterra- 
nean, was formed at an iifmienfe expence, capable 
of containinfg an hundred {hips of war, with an 
arfenal and magnificent ftore-houfcs. The port 
of Brfeft was Ukewife formed in the weftern 
otreaii, at an et^ual expence. Dunkirk anJ 
Havre-'de-'Grace were filled with fhipping, and 
naturle 'herfelf was forced at Rodifort. 

At length Lewis bad above an hundred fliipd 
of the Itiie, of which feveral mounted an hun- 
dred guns, and others more. Thefe were not 
fufFered to lie idk in port. His (quadrons 
under the command of Du Quefne cleared the 
fcas of the Algerinc and Tripoline pirates 
which infefted tbem^ and punifhed Algiers hj 
the help of a rtew art ; the -rfifcovery of which 
was owing to the care he took to encourage 
all kinds of genius in his reign. This fatal but 
admirable art is that of bomb-veilels^ with 
which fea>port towns may be reduced to a&es^ 
There >aias a young man named Bernard Re*" 
iiaud, better known by the name of Little Re- 
naud, who by mere ftrength of genius, becan^ 
an excellent mariner, without ever having ferved 
on board a (hip. Colbert, who found out merit 
wherever it was hidden, had frequently fent 
for this man to the council of marine, even 
when the king was prefent : it was in purfuance 
of his dilta;ent obfervations and inftru6^ion8, 
that they afterwards fell upon a more untfoim 

2 aod 



itized by Google 



LEWIS XIV. »| 

and eafy method of building fliips. Renaud 
had the boldneis to propofe in council to bom-^ 
bard Alters with a fleet of (hips. Every on^ 
pr^nt Sarted at the propoial, not having the 
leaft concejKion that a mortar could be fired anjr 
where hut on a iblid ground : in ftort, he un*^ 
derwent all the raillery and contradidion which 
every one muft expeA who offers a new in* 
ventton ; but his firmnefs, and that eloquence 
which naturally accompanies dk>fe who are 
forcibly ftruck with their own invention, pre« 
vaiJed 4ipon the king to permit a trial of this 
fiew pn>je£L 

Renaud then cauied five veflt If to be built 
of a lefier fise than common, but much ftronger]^ 
widiout any upper decks, and only a platforaa 
or falfe deck on the kee)^ in which hollow 
fpaces were formed for receiving the mortars 
as in bods. Thus equipped, he fet fail under 
thexxmunasad of old Du Quefne, who had the 
charge of this expedition, from which he ex«f 
pednd littk fucce& : , but the effe^ of the bombs 
filled both the admiral and the Algerines with 
furprize, one half of the town being pro>- 
{entky beaten down and laid in afhes. q^ r^ 
However, this art being fooncommu- j^o. * 
nicated to odier nations, ferved only 
to multiply the calamities of human kind, and 
proved more than once fatal to France, where 
it was invented* 

This improvement in the marine within a 
few years, vras wholly owing to the care and 
vigilance of Colbert. Louvois was continually 
employed in fortifying upwards of one hundred 
citadels ; befides building the new ones of Hun- 
ningen, Sar-Lewis? the £ortrc&sof Shaibourg, 
E 6 Mont^ 
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Mont-royal, &c. and while the kingdom wai 
acquiring this exterior ftrehgth, the arts flou- 
riibed within, and pleafure and abundance 
reigned everywhere. Strangers came in crouds 
to admire^ the court of Lewis XIV. whofe name 
was carried to the moft diftant nations of the 
earth. 

• His glory and fqccefs received a farther ad- 
dition, from the weaknefs of moft of the other 
crowned heads in Europe, and the miferable 
fiate of their people. The emperor Leopold 
was at that time in fear of the rebellious Hun- 
garians, and efpecially of the Turks, whom they 
had called in to their affiftance, and were pre- 
paring to invade Germany. Lewis thought it 
politic to perfecute the proteftants of his own 
kingdom, in order to prevent them from being 
able to give him any difturbance ; but he un- 
derhand proteded the proteftants and rebels in 
Hungary, becaufe they might be of fervice ta 
him. His ambafiadars at the Turkifti court 
had importuned the fultan to fit out an acma.^ 
mcnt before the peace of Nimeguen. The di^* 
van by an unaccountable fingularity has almoft 
always waited till the emperor was at peace 
to break whh him. The war in Hungary was 
not begun till the year 1682, and the enfuing 
year, the Turkilh army of two hundred thou- 
iand men^ reinforced by feveral bodies of Hun^ 
garian troops, meeting with no fortified towns, 
fuch as there are in France, nor any regular 
army to oppofe its progrefs, advanced to the 
very gates of Vienna, after laying all wafte in 
its march. 

The emperor Leopold, at the approach of 
the Turks, quitted Vienna with the utmoft pre* 

ci- 
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cipitation, and retired to Lentz ; and when he 
heard that they had invefted his capital, he only 
retired at a ftill greater diftance, to PaflSiu, leav- 
ing the duke of Lorrain at the head of an in- 
confiderable army, which had already been at- 
tacked by the Turks in their march, to defend 
the empire as well as he could. 

No one made the leaft doubt but that the 
grand vizir, Cara Muftapha, who commanded 
the' Ottoman army, would foon be mafter of 
Vienna, a badly fortified city, abandoned by its 
fovereign, and defended only by a garrifon of 
ten thoufiind effedive men, though caUed fix- 
teen thoufimd. In (hort, a dread&l revolution 
was every moment expeded. 

Lewis XIV. had the. greateft reafon to 

€xpe£): that Germany, thus diftref&d by the 

Turks, and having no refource but in a chief, 

whofe flight had encreafed the general terroj?, 

-would foon be reduced to fly to the prote£lioA 

of France. He had an army on the borders of 

die empire ready to defend it againft thofe very 

Turks which he had brought thither by his . 

former negociations. By this means he hoped 

to become protedor of the empire, and to make 

his fon king of the Romans. 

' At firft, when the Turks threatened Auflria 

with an invafion, he added generofity to his 

political views; not that he fent fuccours a 

fecond time to the emperor, but he declared 

that he would not attack the Low Countries; 

but would leave the Auftrian-Spanifh branch 

at liberty to aifift that.of Germany, which was 

: on the point of being overwhelmed. All that 

he aiked in return for lying quiet was, to be 

iatisfied witbrefpe<Sl to.fome difputahle points 

in 
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in the treartf of Nimeguen, antl diicfy rdatihg 
to tbe batUirick of Akfift, whidi had b^ miftd^e 
been oimttecl in die treaty^ He a£biaUy ordered 
the blockade of Lvzenku-g to be raifed in 1682^ 
wkhottt ivQuting to be fmSfid^ and abftained 
irom «U hofiilities for one whole year» But 
be did not obferve the fame generofity after* 
wards, dutifig the fiege of Vienna. The Spa- 
fii&i oouAcil, inftead <S^ foothing, incenfed him % 
and he renewed hofttlities ia the Netherlands^ at 
the very time that Vienna was on the poixKt of 
falling into the hands of the Turks : this waa 
hi the beginning of September^ 1>at, contrary 
to all «xpodation, Vienna was relieved. The 
prefumption, eiFeminacy, ignorance, and flotb- 
fulnefsof the grand vizir, together with his 
brutal conteiKipt for the Chriftians, proved his 
ruin. Nothing iefs than fuch a combination 
of faults could have preierved the capital of the 
empire. John Sobie&i, king of Poland, had 
time to march to its relief; and having: joined 
the duke of Lorraln, he prefented hiaalfelf he»- 
^ fore the Ottoman army, who Aed at 

168^/ his firft appearance. The. emperor 
^ Kturnedto his capital, grieved and 
aftonifhed at haring quitted it. He enteaed 
juft as his deliverer was ooning out of the 
high church, where they had been finging 
Te Deum, and the preacher bad taken thefe 
words for his text : *^ There was a man ient 
from God, and his name was John.'' You may 
have already obferved that the fame words were 
applied by pope Pius V. to Don John of Au- 
ftria after the victory of Lepanto. Ypu know 
that what at firft appears new is frequently no 
Other than a xjepetition. The emperor Loopaid 

waa 
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WM at tmce trimnphant and bumbled. The 
iFrench kiitg havkig no longer any flaeafiires to* 
keep, bombarded Ltuienibu]^, aiid iisksed upoa 
C^urtrai and Dbtmude, m flinders:^ he the» 
made hirafelf mafier of Triers, and demoii&ed 
its fortificationB ; and all this, as he fiiid, to ful- 
fil the ipirft of the treaties of Nhne^uea. The 
Imperiaiifts and Spaniards entered into a ne- 
gociation with him at Ratiifaon, whUe he wafr 
t^ing their towns ; and the treaty of Nime^ 
puen, which had been infringed^ was changed 
into a tmce for twenty years, by whidi the 
king was left in pofleffion of the city of Lux- 
emburg^ and its principality, which he had 
lately conquered. 

Lewis was ftill more formidable on the coaft 
4if JSarbary, where, till his time, the French had 
been known only by fome of their nation, which 
fell into the hands of the barbarians, and were 
made flaves. 

The inhabitants of Algiers, after their city 
. had been twice bombarded, fent deputies to 
make their fubmiffion, arki demand peacf. 
They delivered up all the Chrifttan captives in 
their pofleffion, befides paying a confiderable 
fum of money, which is the greateft puniih- 
ment that can be infli£ted on a corfair. 

Tunis and Tripoli made the like iubmiiSons ; 
and here it may not be impertinent to relate 
the following anecdote. One Damfreville, a 
captain of a French ftiip of war, being come to 
Algiers to releafe all the Chriftian captives 
there, in the French king's name, found fevcral 
Englifhmen among them, who, after they were 
on board, iniifted to Damfreville that it was on 
the king of England's dccouni that they had 

been 
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been fct at liberty ; upon which the French cap- 
tain fent for the Algerine officers, and putting 
the Engli(h into their hands again, << Thefe 
people, faid he, pretend that they are releafed 
wholly in their own king's name ; mine there- 
fore will not take the liberty of offering them 
liis proteftion : I therefore deliver them up to* 
you again 5 it now remains with you to (hew 
what you owe the king of England." The 
Engiiui were carried back to their former fla- 
very : this anecdote may ferve to (hew the pride 
of the Engli(h, the wcakncfs of Charles lld^s 
adminiftration, and the refpsiSt which all na- 
tions had for Lewis XIV. 

This refpeft was fo general, that 'new ho- 
nours were granted to his ambaflador at the 
Ottoman porte, the fame as to the fopha's, at 
the very time that he was humbling the people 
of Barbary, who are immediately under the 
proteftion of the grand fignor. 

The republic of Genoa humbled itfelf before 
him ftill more than that of Algiers. The Ge- 
noefe had fold powder and bombs to the Al- 
gerines ; they were likewife building four gal- 
lies for the fervice of the king of Spain. The 
king fent St. Olon, one of his gentlemen in or- 
dinary, in charafter of envoy, to forbid their 
launching thofe galleys, threatening them with 
inftant puni(hment if they did not comply 
with his will. The Genoefe, incenfed at this 
attempt upon their liberties, and reckoning too 
much upon the afliftance of Spain, refufed to 
give the king any fatisfadtion. Immediately 
fourteen large (hipsv, twelve galleys, fix bomb 
vcflels, and feverai frigates, fet fail from the 
port of Toulon, having on board the new fe- 

cretary 



itized by Google 



LEWIS XIV, S9 

tretary of the marine; Seignelai, fon to the fa- 
mous Colbert*, who had procured him this 

' employ 



* John Baptift Colbert, marquis de Seignelai and Cha- 
teauneuf fur-cher, baron de Sceaux, de Lenieres, d^Ormos, 
ttiintfter and fecretary of ilate, commander and high trea- 
furer of the king's orders, comptroller general, of the finan« 
ces/ fbperintendant of the buildings, arts, and manufac- 
tures of France, may be juftly ftiled the ablcft and beft mi- 
niiler that any kingdom in Europe ever pr«duced. He was 
born at Paris, the fon of Nicholas Colbert, lord of Van- 
dieres, and connfeilor of ftate t but he defcended from th» 
Scotch family of Cuthbert, a branch of which fettled in 
Champagne in the thirteenth century,, as appears by thp 
tomb of Richard Colbert, at the Cordeliers in Rheims, hav* 
Ing this infcription engraved in Gothic Letters t Cy git it 
fretut cbewdiif Richard Colbtrt^ dit fy EceJ/tii, ki/»»» 1 300 • # t 
pritK pntr tame de ly. In tho middle of the Aone it a fcut- 
cheen with the knlght*8 arms, being a wreathed fnalM hi 
pale I and under it the following di(lich t 

En Ecoffit feus le Berceatt, 

£t Rbeims m*a denti/ le Tomheau, 

Colbert the minifter attached himfeif to cardinal MazarlR, 
who favoured him vvith his confidence, and recommended 
him to the king as a man of un(haken fidelity, indefati- 
gable application, and extenfive capacity. After the car- 
dinars death, Lewis appointed Colbert comptroller-general 
of the finances, which were in terrible diforder ; and he had 
all-tbe reafon in the world to be pleafed with this difpofi- 
tion. To Colbert alone, all the glory which Lewis acquired 
by his external wars, and internal adminiilration, may be 
juily attributed, Colbert improved and eflablifhed the 
finances in fuch a manner, as enabled the king to maintain 
armies that all Europe could not oppofe. Colbert intro- 
duced and fupported manufactures, extended and prote6led 
commerce, and raifed the marine of France to a moffc 
formidable pitch of power« He advanced the liberal arts* 
by inflituting academies, induftrioufly fearching after and 
rewarding merit i inviting artifls from all parts of Europe, 
and gratifying them with penfions adequate t9 their defert* 
He opened a communication between the two ft as, by 
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employ before bia death. This young maa 
was full of ambition, courage wk, and vwacity, 
and wanted to be at once the foldier and the 
minifter ; he was greedy of honour, ardent in 
all his undertakings, and knew how to blend 
pleafures with bufinefs, without impeding either* 
Old Du Quefne bad the commaiKl of the lai^ 
ihips, and the duk& of Moreemar of the galleys ; 
T^ut they were both dependents on the fecretary 
of ftate. The fleet arrives before Genoa, and 
March TT ^^^ ^^" bomb veflels throw fourteen 
jgg '^ thoufand ihells into tbe town, by 
* which a part of thofe noble marble 
fcaildings, from whence Genoa had its name 
of Superb, were reduced to aflies. Four thou* 
fand men were then landed from the fleet, who 
advanced to the gates of the city, and burnt the 
ftiburb of St. Pietro d'Arena." The inhabitants 
now found it neceffary to fubmit, in order to 
avoid total ruin. The king infifted that the 
doge and four of the prmcipal fenators of Ge- 
noa, ihoald repair to his palace of Verfailles, 
there to implore his clemency ; and left the 
Genoefe (hould elude the required fatisfa£tk>n» 
and dimini^L any thing from his glory on this 
occafion, he £»rther infifted that the doge fliouM 
be continued in his office, notwithftanding a 
pcrpetuariaw in Genoa, by which any doge 
who is abfent but a moment from tbe city is 
deprived of bis dignity. 

compliiaiting the canat of Languedoc. He formed and for- 
tified harbours j built docks and arfenals : in a word, there 
^nras not a remarkable work^ either of magnificence or utl- 
Sty in France, that did not owe its origin to Colbert,, 
wliom we would propofe as the perlbft model of a mlr 
-Bifter^ 

Im* 
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Imperlah) Ldcaro, doge of Genoa, pi 
sccotiipanied by the fenators Lome- ^g * 
Jino, Garebardi, Durazzo^ and Sai- ^ 

▼ago, rq>aired to Verfailles to perform all that 
the king demanded of them. The doge dreft 
in his robes offtake, with a red velvet cap on his 
liead^ which he frequently took ofF while he 
fpoke, made his fubmiffion ; the words and gef-* 
tures he ufed on this occafion were all di6bted 
by Seignelai. The king gave him audience 
fitting, and covered ; but, as in every adion of 
his life be always joined politenefs with dignity^ 
be behaved towards Lefcaro and the fenatom 
with as much goodnels as pomp. His minifters^ 
Louvois^ Croiffi, and Seignelai, treated fhem 
more haughtily, which made the doge fay^ 
" The king deprives our hearts of liberty, by 
tixe manner in which he receives us ; but hid 
minifters reftore it to us again." lliis doge 
was a man of great wit and underftanding. 
Every one knows the anfwer he made to the 
siarquis.of Seignelai, when he afked him what 
he thought moo: remarkable at V^riailks ; ^* To 
fee myfelf there,*' replied he. 

The great fondnefjB which Lewis XIV. had 
fer pomp and fhew, was ititl more gratified by 
an embafly which he received from Stam, tt 
country which, tiU that time, had never heard 
of fuch a kingdom as France. It happened by 
©ne of thofe extraordinary events whrch prove 
the fupcfiority of the Europeans over all othef 
nations, that a Greek, named Phalk Conftance^ 
the fon of a tavern-keeper at Cephalonia, wa3; 
made barcaton, that is prime-minijter, or grand-^ 
vizir of the kingdom of Siam. This man, de- 
£rouB of ibengthening and eacreafing his au* 

thoriJty* 
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thority, wanted for that purpofe to call in fomc 
foreign afliftance, but did not dare to truft ei-> 
ther the Dutch or the Englifh, who are dan^ 
gerous neighbours in the Indies. The French 
had lately fettled fome fadliories ort the coaft of 
Coromandel, and had brought the fame of their 
monarch with thert into that extreme part of 
Afla. Conftance thought Lewis XIV. a pro* 
per perfon to be flattered by a homage which 
came from fo diftant a place, and fo little ex- 
pected. Religion, which is the mafter-fpring 
of worldly politics from Siam to Paris, proved 
fubfervient to his defign ; accordingly he fenc a 
rg folemn embaffy, ,and magnificent pre- 
^ fents, in the name of the king of Siam, 
his mafter, to Lewis XIV. to acquaint him, 
- that the Indian monarch, charmed with his 
fame, was refolved to enter into a treaty of 
commerce with no other nation than the French, 
and that he had even fome thoughts of becom- 
ing a Chriftian. The king thus flattered in bh 
greatnefs, and deceived on the fide of religion, 
engaged to fend the king of Siam two ambaflla* 
dors and fix Jefuits, to whom he afterwardt 
added fome officers and eight hundred foldiers. 
But the pomp of this embaflfy was all the fruit 
Jt produced. Conftance^ four years afterwards, . 
fell the viflim of his own ambition. The few 
French who remained with l)im were partly 
maflacred, and the reft obliged to fly ; and his 
widow, after having been on the point of be- 
coming queen, was, by the king of Siam's fuc- 
ceflbr, condemned to ferve in his kitchen ia a 
cook, an employment which fuited with her 
birth. 

That 
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That thirft of glory which led Lewis XIV. 
to diftinguilh himfclf in every thing from other 
kings, (Sewed itfelf again ia the haughty man- 
ner with which he aflfeded to treat the court of 
Rome. Odcfcalchi, the fon of a banker of Mi- 
lan, was at that time in the papal chair, by the 
name of Innocent XL He was a virtuous man, 
a prudent pontiiF, a middling divine, andacou- 
rageousj refolute, and magnificent prince. He 
affifted the empire and the Poles againft the 
Turks with his money, and the Venetians with 
his galleys. He blamed the condu£): of Lewis 
ilV: in the fevereft terms, who had joined 
with the Turks againft the Chriftians. It was 
furpriflng to fee a pope thus warmly efpouflng 
the caufe of the emperors, who ftile themfelves 
king of the Romans, and would, if they could, 
eftablilh the feat of their empire in Rome ; but 
Odefcalchi was born under the Auftrian domi- 
nion, and had even made two campaigns in the 
army of Milan. All men are governed by habit 
and humour : his pride was hurt by the haugh- 
tinefs of Lewis, who on his fide did every thing 
to mortify him that a king of France can do to 
a pope, without abfolutely feparating from his 
communion. An abufe had prevailed for a long 
time in Rome, which was the more difficult to 
be eradicated, as it was founded on a point of 
honour upon which the catholics piqued them- 
felves. Their ambaffadors at Rome extended 
the right of franchife and afylum belonging to 
their palaces to a great diftance, under the ge- 
nera! name of quarters. Thefe privileges, which 
were ftriSly maintained, made one half of 
Rome an afylum for all kinds of villainy. By 
another abufe> whatever was brought into Rome 

under 
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undef tb(^ anb00ador^ name, was free from all 
duty* By this means trade fuffered^ and th^ 
flate was itnpoverifhed. 

At kngth pope Inaocent XL prevailed oa 
the emperor, the kings of Spain and Poland* 
and on the new king of England, ]mfis II* 
\tfho was acatholict to give up thefe odious pri-^ 
vileges. The nuncio Ranucci propoTed to Lewift 
ta concur with theie princes in reftoring thet 
pieAce and good order of Rome -, but Lewi^y 
who in his heart hated the pope» returned for 
anfwer, ^^ That he never regulated his con-* 
du£t by the exanaple of others, who rather ought 
bimfelf to ferve as an example for them/* Ho 
then fent the marquis of Lavardin on an em^ 
bafly to Rome, purpofely to infujt the pope* 
Kr*v .*,k*.i. Lavardin accordingly makes his en- 
iS try into that city in fpit« of tho 
^ pope's prohibition, and ofcorted bj» 
£6ur hundred of the marine guards* the ftma 
number of volunteer officers, and two hundred 
men in livery^ a]] armed* He immedittielje 
went, and took pofleiEon of his palace, thex^uar*^ 
ters thereunto belonging, and the church of 
St. Lewis, round whi(ih he^ ordered centineU tot 
be placed, and to go the rounds as in a garri- 
/on. The pope is the only fovereign to whoa* 
f uch an embaflfy can be fent ; for the fupecijiviQi 
which he always affe^is over ^roWned b<^d$» 
makes them always defirous^f bumbling him.» 
^((JuVhe weaknefs of his dominions permit them 
to infult him with impunity. All th^t Inno^ 
cent XI. could do, was to attack th« tmtqvin 
of Lavardin with the worn out weaponf of ex«« 
communication, weapon^ which are now aa 
little regarded in Rome a%elfe.wbere>. but which; 

ncver- 
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ifeverthelcfs are employed as an antient ceremo«< 
nial, in the fame manner as the pope^s foldiers 
carry arms, merely for form's fake. 

Cardinal d'Eftree, a man of fenfe, but gene- 
rally unfortunate in his negociajtions, was at that 
time refident from the court of France at Ro.me. 
D*Eftree being obliged to make frequent vifits 
to the marquis of Lavardin, could not after- 
Vifzrds be admitted to an audience of the pope 
without receiving abfolution ; he in vaia eiidea«^ 
voured to evade this ceremony : Innocent per- 
fifted in giving it to him, in order to keep up 
^ imaginary power, by the cuftoms on which 
it was founded. 

Lewis, through the fame motives of pride> 
though fecredy fupported by politics, endea- 
voured to make an elector of Cologne. Full of 
the fcheme of dividing or making war with the 
.empire, he thought to confer this eleftorate on 
Cardinal Furftemberg, bilbop of Strafburg, his 
creature and the vidim of his interefts, and an 
irreconcileable enemy to the emperor, who ha4- 
ordered him to be imprifoned in the preceding 
war, as a German who had fold himfelf tQ 
France. 

The chapter of Colog^„ like all the other 
cbiaptQ]^ of Germany, haH a right to nominate 
its bifhop, who by that becomes elefiior. The 
perfon who then filled this fee was Ferdinand 
of BaysM'i^, formerly the ally, and afterwards 
^ ej^en^^y, ^f h^wky a» maay other pftnce^ 
had beeiu He na^ l^y at th« point of death. 
The king, by money, intrigues, and promifes, 
prevailed on the canons to chufe Furftemberg 
coadjutor ; and after the death of Ferdinand he 
W^^choii^ a fecondtime by a majority of votes. 

.By 
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By the Germanic concordat the pope has « 
right of conferring the bifhopric on the bifliop 
eled, and the emperor that of confirming him 
in the eledorate. The emperor and pope In- 
nocent perfuaded, that to leave Furflemberg 
in polTeffion of the eIe£loraI dignity, was the 
fame as if they had given it to Lewis XIV. 
joined together to bellow this principality upon 
young Bavaria, brother to the deceafed prince. 
0£t be ''^^ '^'"S revenged himfelf on the 
688^' pope by taking Avignon from him, 

' and made pf eparat ions for a war againft 

the emperor. At the fame time he difturbed 
the eleftor- palatine, on account of the rights of 
the princefs-palatine iV adame, fecond wife to 
the duke of Orleans, rights which Ihe had re- 
nounced by her marriage-articles. The war 
began in Spain, in the year 1667, on account 
of the claims of Maria Thcrefa, notwithftand- 
ing a like renunciation made, plainly proves 
that contrafls can only bind private pcrfons.. 

In this manner did the king, in the height of 
^is greatnefs, perplex, ftrip,* or humble almoft 
all the princes of Europe, but they in return 
almoft all joined in league againft him *. 

* Notwithftanding the great encomiums Uviihed upon 
Lewis, by the writers of the French nation* we will ven- 
ture to fay* that whatever proofs he exhibited of magni^ 
cetice and opulence, of oppreflion and power* he ihewod 
very few of real wifdom and policy $ for*^ by his rapacity, 
infolence, and cruelty, he provoked all the ftates of Europe 
to form a confederacy againft him* which gripped him of 
all his glory* and reduced bis people to indigeace and mi- 
fery- 
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King James of England dethroned by his 
Son-in-law William III. and proteded 
by Lewis XIV. 

TH £ prince of Qrange, ftill more ambi- 
tions than even Lewis XIV. had con- 
ceived vaft defigns, which might appear chime^. 
rical in a ftadtholder of Holland, but which he 
juftiiied by his grea^ abilities and courage. He 
wanted to humble the king of France and de^ 
throne.tbe king of England. He found no gre2tt 
difficulty in getting the powers of Europe by 
little and little to join with him againft France; 
the emperor, fome princes of the empire, the 
Dutch, ai^d the duke of Lorrain, had ^^ 
at firft entered into a private league at ^ ^ 
Augiburg, and were foon after joined by Spain 
and the duke of 3avoy. The pope, without 
being a£lually one' of the confederates, fetthem 
all at work by his intrigues. The Venetians, 
without openly declaring themfelves, favoured 
their defigns in fecret, and all the princes of 
Italy were in their intereft. In the North, Swe- 
den at that time tided with the Imperialifts, and 
Denmark was an ufefefs ally to France. Vp-^ 
'Wards of five hundred thoufand proteftants, 
who had been driven out of France by the 
perfecution of Lewis, and had carried with 
tfaem their induftry, and an irreconcilable ha- 
tred to the French king, were a$ a new body 
of enemies, who di.fperfed themfelves through 
all the courts of Europe, and animated the con- 
federate powers, already inclined to waft (We 
V^L. VIL F (hall 
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(hall fpeak of the flight of thefe people in the 
chapter of reh'gion.) The. king was furrounded 
by enemies on all fides, and had no friend but 
king James of England. 

James, who fucceeded his brother Charles 
II. was a catholic as well as him ; but Chafles 
did not confent to become a catholic, till to- 
wards the latter end of his life, and then only 
out of compliance with his miftreiles and his bro- 
ther. In faft, he acknowleged no other reli- 
gion but that of pure deifm. His perfeft indi f- , 
ference rn thofe points which divide mankind in 
their difputations, had contributed not a little 
to render his reign peaceable among the Eng- 
lifli. James, on the contrary, attached by ftrong 
perfuafion to the Roman-catholic religion from 
his youth, joined to his belief the fpirit of party 
and zeal. Had he been a Mahometan, or of 
the religion oF Confucius, the Engliih would 
never have difturbed his rergn ; but he formed a 
defign to eftablifh the Roman-catholic religion 
in his kingdom*, which is looked upon with 

the 

• ^ I II II 

* In Vol. lU. of ^he memoirs of madam de Maintenon, 
in the fourth chapter, entitled, Of the Kini tind S^uun ^ 
England, we meet with an unaccountable jumble of falfi- 
fies. It is there faid, that the following queftion was pro- 
pofed by the Civilians -e <' Whether the people have a right 
to rebel againft the authority which endeavours to force a 
belief upon them ?'* But here the affair was quite the re- 
verfe ; the Englifli oppofed the king*s intention of tolerat- 
ing the Roman-catholic religion. The point in difpnte 
was, « Whether the king had a power to difpenfe with tbe 
ted oath in thofe whom he adniitted to employmenu ?** 

The fame writer faysi that pope Innocent XI. made the 
prince of Orange a prefent of two hundred thoufand ducats, 
to go and root out the Roman catholic religion in Eng- 
land. 

Hi 
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the utmoft horror by thefe republican royalifts, 
^ a religion of flavery. It is fometimes a very 
cafy matter to eftablifh a religion in a country ; 
Conftantine, Clovis, Guftavus Vafa, and queen 
Elizabeth, did, without any danger, introduce 
a new religion into their kingdoms by different 
methods, and got it received by the people ; 
but to bring about changes of this kind, there are 
two things abfolutely neceffary, a depth of po- 

He likewife affirms in the fame rafli manner, that Inno- 
cent IX. ordered feveral thoufand mafles to be faid for the 
prince of Orange's fuccefs. It is well known that this 
pontiiF favoured the league of Augfburg, but he never 
adied in a manner fo ridiculous and contrary to what he 
owed to his dignity. The Spaniih envoy at the Hague in- 
deed ordered prayers to be publicly faid in his chapel for the 
fuccefs of the Dutch fleet, of which monficur d*Avaux fent 
advice to his mafter Lewis. 

This writer alfo gives us to underftand, that the count 
d*Avaux corrupted the members of the (late ; but he is 
miftaken here agaln^ it was the count d*£ftrade. He is 
likewife wrong in point of time ; this happened twenty- 
four years before. See Mr. d*£ftrade*s letter to Mr. de 
Lionne, dated Sept. 17, 1665. 

Tlie fame author has the alTurance to quote bifhop Burnet, 
whom he makes to fay, in expreffing a particular vice in the 
prince of Orange, that " He was fond only of back-doors • j'* 
now there is not a fingle word in all Burnetts hiftory which 
bears the leaft refemblance to fo low an expreflion, and fo 
unworthy the pen of an hiAorian ; and though feme com- 
piler of anecdotes may have pretended that bifhop Burnet 
fuifered fo indecent an expreflion to efcape him in conver- 
fation, fuch an obfcare teftimony ought not furely to pre- 
vail againft an authentic blftory. 

• Though Burnet did not ufe the grofs txpreflion men- 
tioned above, yet certain it is, he infinuated fometliing al- 
moft equivalent, to the prejudice of William's charader, 
by recording a fcandalous report that the king was addifled 
to a fecret vice. But, this expreftion is omitted in the late 
editions of Bumet'« Wftory, ^,gj«- >, 

F 2 ^ ''^litics, 
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litics, and a lucky concurrence of circumftances, 
both of which were wanting to James. 

He could not without indignation reflefl, 
that fo many kin^s of Europe w^re defpotic s 
that thofe of Sweden and Denmark were lately 
become fo ; and, in a word, that Poland and 
England were the only kingdoms in th6 
world where the liberty of the people fubfifted 
at the fame time with royalty. He was encou- 
raged by Lewis XIV. to render himfelf ablblutfe 
at home, and the Jefuits perfuaded him to reftbre 
theirreligion,andwithittheircredit$ but he took 
fuch unfortunate meafures to compafs this, that 
at his iirft fetting out he turned all hearts i^i^hft 
him. He began as if he had already obtainei 
the end he aimed at : he entertained a nuncio 
from the pope publicly at his court, with i^ 
train of Jefuits and Capuchin friars $ be threw 
Teven Englifh bifhops into prifon, whom he 
ought rather to have won over by gentle means; 
deprived the city of London of its privilegea, 
inftead of indulging it with new ones $ and 
overturned the laws with an high hand, Which 
he ihould have fecretly undermined ; in a 
word, he ai^ed with fo little difcretion, that the 
cardinals at Rome ufed to fay of him by w^y of 
jeft, '* That be ought to be excommunicated, 
as a peffon who was going about to deftroy the 
little catholic religion that remained in £ng* 
land." 

Pope Innocent XL conceived fuch indifferent 
hopes of James's projects, that he never would 
grant a cardinal's hat which that prince fellt- 
cited for his confeffor father Peters. This Jefdt 
was a hot-headed intriguing man, who, mad 
with the ambition pf becoming a cardinal and 

primate 
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priaiate of England, pulhed hii mafter 'on to 
the precipice. The principal perfons of the 
kingdom combined together in fecret to prevent 
the king's defigns, and Tent a deputation to the 
prince of Orange. They conducted their plot 
with fuch prudence and fecrecy, that the court 
was lulled in full fecurity. 

The prince of Orange fitted out a fleet of 
(hips*, on board of which were to be em- 
barked between fourteen and fifteen thoufand 
men. This prince, who was only an illuftrious 
private p^rfon, and had hardly five hundred 
thoufand livres a-year of his own eftate» was 
neverthelefs fo happy in his politics, that he 
faw himfelf mafter of money, a fleet, and the 
hearts of the ftates-generaU He was truly a 
.king in Holland by his (kilful condud, while 
James loft all regal power in England by bis 
precipitate raflinefs. 

It was at firft given out that this armament; 
was defigned againft France. The true defti- 
nation was kept a profound fecret, though en- 
trufied with more than two hundred perfons. Ba* 

¥» III 1 1 11.1 ■ ' . ' > ■ I ■ " . — ^wi^i^— ^» 

• The author of Mamtenon*$ m^nioirs affkrU, that the 
prince of Qrange finding the (lates-general refused to 
{;rant him a fupply, entered the aflembly^ and addrefled thent 
in this manner : « Gentlemen, there will be a war next 
4p'U)g^ and I defire that this predidion may be regtftered.**^ 
]q proof of this he quotes the count d*Avaux, and fayf> 
that this minifter faw through the wljole defign of the prince 
of Orange. It is hardly poflible to jumble together falfitiet 
in a worfe manner. Nine thoufand failors were ready af- 
fembled in the year 1687. The count d^Avaux does not 
mention a fy liable of this pretended fpeech of the prince of 
Qraagei Nor had he the leaft fufpicton of that princess 
real defign, till the i^oth May, x688i See his letter to the 
king of that date*. 

F i rillon,. 
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rillon, the French ambafladoratLfOndon, a mail 
of pleafure, and more converfant- in the in- 
trigues of James's miftrefles, than thofe of Eu- 
rope, was the firft impofed upon. Lewis XIV, 
however was not to be thus deceived ; he faw 
what was going forward, and ofFered his afiif- 
tance to his friend and ally, who, thinking 
himfelf fecure, rejeSed that aid which be after- 
Qo , wards follicited when it was too late, 
1688^*^' and his fon-in-law the prince of O- 
range's fleet was under fail. He had 
been wanting to himfelf, and he now found 
every thing fail him at o/ice. He in vain wrote 
to the emperor Leopold :. that prince returned 
for anfwer, " Nothing has befallen you but 
what we had foretold/' He depended upon 
his fleet, but his (hips fufFered thofe of the ene- 
my to pafs them. He might however have de- 
fended himfelf by land : he had an army of 
twenty thoufand men, and if he had led them 
on without giving them time for refiedion, it 
is probable they would have done their duty ; 
1688 ^^^ inftead of that, he gave themleifure 
to fix their determination. Several of 
his general oflScers abandoned him, and among 
the reft the famous Churchill, who afterwarcfe 
proved as fatal to Lewis as he had done to 
James, and became fo illuflxious under the 
name of the duke of Marlborough. He was 
the favourite of James, his creature, brother to 
his miftrefs, and a lieutenant-general in his 
army ; notwithftanding which he left him, and 
went over to the prince qf Orange at his camp. 
James likewife ftw himfelf abandoned by his 
fon-in-law the prir^e of Denmark, and even 
by his own daughter, the princcfs Anne. 

And 
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And now finding himfelf' attacked and pur- 
sued by one of his fons-in-law, abandoned by 
the other, deferted by his own daughters and 
bofom-friends,. and hated even by thofe of his 
fubjefts who were of his own party, he looked 
iipon his fortune as defperate; and, without 
waiting for the iflue of a battle, refolved upon 
flight, tht laflrefource of a vanquifhed prince. 
-At length, after being ftopt in his flight by the 
populace, ill-treated by them, and carried back 
to London, receiving fubmiflively the orders of 
the prince of Orange in his own palace, feeing 
his guard relieved by that prince's, without the 
leaft reiiftance, driven from his houfe, and made 
aprifonerat Rochefter, he took advantage of the 
liberty purpofely given him, to quit his king- 
ioniy and feek an afylum in France. 

This was the epocha of the true Englifli li- 
berty. The nation, reprefented by its parlia- 
ment, fixed the long contefted limits of the 
royal prerogative, and the privileges of the 
people ; arid having prefcribed to the prince of 
Orange the conditions on which he was to 
.reign^chofe him for their king jointly with his 
wife Mary, the daughter of. king James. From 
that time this prince was acknowledged by the 

freateft part of Europe as the lawful king of 
England, by the name of William III. and the 
deliverer of that nation ; but in France they 
confidercd him only as the prince of Orange, 
the ufurper of the dominions of his father-in- 
law. 

The fugitive king came with his r^^^^^y 
wife, the daughter of the duke ^^ tAQq 
Modena, and their fon the prince of ^ 

Wales, as yet an infant, to implore the protec- 
F 4 tioji 
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tion of Lewis XlVi The queen of England',, 
who arrived a little time before her hufband, 
Was aftonifhed at the fplendour with which the 
French monarch was furroundcd, and that pro- 
fufion of magnificence which fhe beheld at Ver- 
failles ; and ftill more fo at the reception Ihe 
met with from the king, who went as far as. 
Chatou to meet her *• *♦ I now do you a me- 
lancholy fervice, madam, (faid he.) I hope, be- 
fore it is long, to render you one more confidero 
able and fortunate." This was his very ex^ 
preffion. He then condufted her to the palace 
of St. Germain, where fhe met with the fame 
attendance as the queen of France herfelf would 
have had, and was furnifhed with every fhing 
that minifters to convenience or luxury; pre- 
fents of all kinds; in gold, filver, '.plate, jewels^ 
and rich ftufFs. 

Among other preients fhe found a purfe of 
ten thoufand louis d'ors laid on her toilet. 
The fame attention was paid to the king her 
hufband, who arrived jufl one day after her^^ 
he had fix hundred thoufand franks a-year fet* 
tied upon him for the expences of bis houfhold». 
befides an infinite number of prefents which 
were made him. He had the king's own ofEcers 
and guards. But this noble reception was little, 
in comparifon of the preparations which were 
made for reftoring him to his throne. Never 
did monarch appear fo grand as Lewis on this 
occafion, and James feemed as mean. Thofe 
of the court and city, by whofe opinions the 
reputations of men ar6 decided, conceived very 

• See Madame de Sevigne*s letten, and the mtmous of 

J4adame. de la Fayetteu 

little 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



LEWIS XIV- 105 

little efteem for him. He faw nobody but Je. 
fuits. He alighted at their college in St. An- 
thony's ftreet m Paris ; he told them that he 
was a Jefuit as well as themfelves; and, what is 
ftill more extraordinary, he faid the truth. He 
had ^ot himfelf admitted into this order with 
certam ceremonies, by four Engliih Jefuits, 
when he was only duke of York. This weak- 
nefs of mind in a prince, joined to the manner 
in which he had loft his crown, rendered him 
£0 defpicable, that the courtiers diverted them-« 
felves every day with making fongs upon him. 
He was driven from England, and ridiculed in 
France, where no one gave him any credit for 
being a catholic. The archbifhop of Rheims,, 
brother of Louvois the minifter, faid openly in 
his antichamber at St. Germain, ^^ There's a 
good man, who has given up three kingdoms for a 
mafs." From Rome he received only indul- 
gences and pafquinades. In a word, through- 
out the whole of this revolution, his religion 
was of fo little fervice to him, that when the 
prince of Orange, who was the head of the 
Calvinifts, fet fail to go and dethrone his fa- 
ther-in-law, the catholic king's minifter at the 
Hague ordered mafTes to be faid for the fuccefs 
of his expedition. \ 

In the midft of the humiliations which befel 
this fugitive prince, and the immenfe liberality 
of Lewis XIV. towards him, it wa§ a fpeftacle 
worthy of attention, to. fee James touching for 
the king's evil in the little convent of the Eng- 
lifti nuns ;» whether that the kings of England 
have arrogated this fingular privilege to them- 
felves, as pretenders to the crown of France, 
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or that this ceremony has been eftabliflied among 
them fince the time of the firft Edward. 

The king foon fent him. over to Ireland^ 
where the Roman-catholics ftill formed a very 
confiderable party ; a fquadron of thirteen (hips 
of the firft rate lay in Breft-road, ready to cany 
him over. All the officers, courtiers, and even- 
the priefts, who had repaired to James at St. 
Germain, had their paflage to. Breft defrayed at 
the French king's exfpence. An ambafladdr 
(Monfieur d'Avaux) was nominated to atttend 
the dethroned king, and followed him in great 
flate. Arms and ammunition of all kinds were 
put on board the fleet, and every>fort of utenfil,. 
from the meaneft to the moft valuable. The 
king went to St. Germain to takf his leave of 
htm ; where, for the laft prefent,, he gave him 
his own fuit of armour, and embracing him aflFec- 
tionately, '* The beftthing 1 can wifn you, (faid 
he) is never to fee you here' again." James had 
Scarcely landed in Ireland* with this great prepa- 
ration, when he was foHowed by twenty-three 
large (hips more, and a prodigious number of 
tranfports, under the command of Cbatteau Re- 
Mav 12 "^"^* ^^^^ *^^^ having engaged and 
l^8a ' ^»^pcrfed the Englifli fquadron, wbichi 

^ attempted to oppofe its paflfage, and 
landed the troops in fafety, on its return fell in 
with and took feven Dutch merchantmen,, and 
came back to Breft vidorious over the Englifh ♦v 
and laden with the fpoils of the Dutch. 

, In 

• Who would not imagine from this expreilion that the 
French: fie^t hs^d fubdued England I whereas the truth ^ 
the matter is this : the French fquadron falling in with the 
£o(liav aeet undec Htcberr, which was greatly inferior to 

thca 
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In a very (hort time afterwards a y^ , 
third fupply {e,t fail from the harbours , '' 
of Breft, Toulon, and Rochefort. ^^9^ 
The ports of Ireland and the Englifli channel 
ivere covered with French fhips. At length 
Tourville, vice -admiral of France, with feven- 
ty-two fail of large fliips, fell in with the Eng- 
lifh and Dutch fleet of fixty fail, and a fight en- 
fu^d which lafted ttn hours ; on this occafion. 
Tourville, Chatteau Renaud, d'Eftree, and 
Nemoijd, lignalizsd themfelves by their cou— 
rage and (kill, and reflected an honour on tha 
French navy to which it had till then been a 
ftranger. . The Engliih and Dutch, who tilL 
then^had been matters of the ocean, and from. 
whom the French had but a little time before 
learnt the art of fighting their fhips in line of" 
battle, were totally defeated. Seventeen of their 
fliips difmafted, or rendered ufelefs, were ruo, 
afhore and burnt Jby themfelves*, the reft took: 
refuge in the Thames, or on the banks of Hol- 
land. In this whole engagement the French. 
loft but one fmall veflel. And now, what 

them in number, an engajemeht enfued; in which there- 
was not one veflel loA on either fide ; and the two fqua- ■ 
drons feemed to part by confent. Herbert put to fea, and- 
Chatteau Renaud retired into Buntry-bay, in Ireland. 

• The French flaet confifted of feventy-cight fliips o£ " 
war, and two and twenty fire- fhips j whereas the combined" 
fquadrons of England and Holland did not exceed' fifty-lix^, 
fo that the enemy had a fupcriority of twenty-two. In 
this engagement, the Dutch loft fix fliips of the line ; and. 
the lofs of the Englifli amounted to two. Admiral Hetbert». 
thm lord Torrington, was deprived of his command, and' 
fent prifoner to the Tower, in confequence of the complaint* 
of the ftates-goneral, who affirmed that ht had facrificcd • 
tht Dutch fquadron in the engagement.^^ 

F 6 Lewifiu^ 
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Lewis had been wifhing for Upwards of twenty- 
years, and which feemcd fo little probable^ 
came to pafa; he had the empire of the fea, an 
empire which indeed was but of (hort duration.^ 
The enemy's fliips of war fled before his fleets ; 
Seignelai, who dared to attempt the greatefl: 
things, brought the galleys of Marfeillcs upon 
the main ocean ; and the fea-coafl: of England 
beheld this kind of veffel for the firft tim^: by 
the help of thefe galleys a defcent was made at 
Tinmouth, and upwards of thirty merchant- 
fcips burnt in that bay* The privateers of Su 
Malo and the new harbour of Dunkirk en- 
riched themfelves and the ft^te, by continual 
priiies. In a word, for the Q)ace of two years, ' 
there was riot a (hip to be feen on the Tea but 
thofe of France. 

King James did not fecond in Ireland theft 
great efforts made by Lewis in his favour. He 
had with him near fix thoufand French, and 
fifteen thoufand Irifli foldiers. The river Boyne 
ran between his army and king William's : this 
river was fordable, the water not being higher 
than the men's (boulders ; but after it was paf- 
fed, there was a deep marih to crofs before they 
could attack the Irifli army, after which a ftee{» 
ground prefented itfelf, which formed a kind ' 
-r f of natural entrenchment. William made 

2600 ^^^ ^^^^ P^^® *^ "^^ *" three places, ' 

^ and began the battle. The Iriih, who 
are known to be fuch good (bldiers in France 
and Spain, have always behaved ill in their 
own country. There are certain nations which 
feem made to be fubjefl: to another; the Ehg- , 
Ilfli have always been fuperior to the Iriih ia 
genius, riches, and armsi Ireland has never 

been 
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6een mUe to tbrow off the En^Uh ycke fmc^r 
firft fiflMued by an Englifb noUeiQaa, Thf 
French ftood their ground at the battle of that 
Sojrne; the Iriih gave way and ied^ King^ 
James, who had not once made his appearance 
during the engagement, either at the head of 
die French or Irifh, was the firft to retreat*, 
suid yet he had given prooTs of great courage 
on other occafiont ; but there are times when* 
valeur is loft in dif|Mritedne{s. K« Willtaoi hav* 
tng had his flioulder grazed by a cannon-ball 
before the battle, it was reported and believed iiv 
France that he was killed* This falfe report 
was Mceived at Paris with a fcandalotts and in^ 
decent joy. The citizens and populace^ encou««^ 
raged by ibme of the under magifirates, mad^ 
illuminations, rung the bells, and, in (everal^ 
quarters of the town, they burnt figures nmde 
of ofier, to reprefent the prince of Orange, ia 
the (ame manner as they bum the pope in Lon* 
don. The cannon of the Baftile were likewife- 
fired j not by the king's order, but through tha 
. indifcreet zeal of the commandant. It might be 
fuppofed from tfaefe great marks of fatisfaiflion, 
and what is faid by a number of writers, that 
this mad joy at the fuppofed death of an ene* 
my, was the effeSt of the great dread they had 
of him. Almoft every writer, French and Eng- 
lifh, have oUerved that thefe rejoicings were 
the greateft panegyric that could be made on 
William IIL Neverthelefs, if we only confi- 
der the circumftances of the times, and the fpi^ 
rit in^ich then reigned, we (hall prefently dif- 
cover that thefe tranfports of joy were not pro- 
duced by fear. The lower kind of citizens, 
and the populace^ know not what it is to fear 

an 
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an enemy, unlefs when he threatens their city. 
Far from dreading the name of William Hi. 
the common people in France were fo unjufl as 
to defpife him. He had almoft always been 
beaten by French generals* The vulgar were 
Ignorant how much real glory that prince had 
acquired even in his defi^ats. William, the 
vidor of James in Ireland, did not yet appear, 
in the eyes of the French, an enemy worthy of 
Lewis XIV. The people of Paris, who idb- 
lized their monarch, thought him abfolutely 
invincible. The rejoicings then were not the 
effeSt of fear, but hatred ; moft of the Pariiians^ 
who were bom under the reign of Lewis, and 
moulded to defpotic fway, looked upon a king 
at that time as a demigod, and an ufurper as a 
facrilegious monfter. The common people, 
who had feen James going every day to mafs,^ 
detefted William as an heretic. The idea of 
a fon-in-law and a daughter,, proteftants, driv- 
ing their father, a catholic,; from his throne^ 
and reigning in hisr ftead, together with that oS 
an enemy to their king, tranfported the Pari- 
fians to a degree of. fury j. but prudent people 
* were of a more moderate way of thinking. 

James returned to France, leaving his rival 
to gain new battles in Ireland, and fettle him- 
fclf on the throne.. The French fleets, were, 
then employed in bringing back their country* 
men, who had fought to no purpofe, and the 
If i(h Roman Catholics, who being extremely 
poor in their own country,. chofe to go over to 
France and fubfift upon the king's liberality^ 

Fortune had apparently very little fhare in 
any part of'thia revolution, from the beginning 
lathe end. 'The cbara^ers of William, and 

Jamest 
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James -did every thing. Thofe who delight to 
trace the caufes of events in the condu£l of 
men will remark, that king William, after his 
viftory, caufed a general amnefty to be pub- 
liftiedj and that king James, on the contrary, 
in his way through a little town called Gal* 
loway, hanged fome of th€ inhabitants, who 
had advifed (butting the gates againft him^ 
Of two men behaving in this manner, we may 
eafily .perceive* who would' be nwft likely to 
prevaih 

There were ftill fbme towns in Ireland that 
remained in James's intereft, and among the 
reft Limerick, in which there were above twelve 
tboufand foldiers. . The French king,, who 
ftill perfevered in fupporting James's defperate 
fortunes, ordfered three tboufand regular troops 
to be tranfported over to Limerick ; and by an 
additional generoiity hefent all provifions ne- 
ceffary for the maintenance of a numerous gar- 
, rifon. Forty tranfport veffels, under the con- 
voy of twelve (hips of war, carried over every 
needful fupply of workmen's tools, carriages, 
engineers, gunners, bombardecrs, with two 
hundred mafons, a number of faddles, bridles, 
and harnefles for upwards of twenty tboufand 
horfe ; cannon, wkh their carriages, muikets, 
piftoh, and fwords for twenty-fix tboufand 
men ; befides provifions and cloathihg, even to 
ihoes. Limerrc, though befieged, being thus 
abundantly furniflied with fupplies of every 
kind, hoped to fee its king fight in its defence ; 
but James not appearing, Limcric furrendered; 
and the French (hips returned once more to 
the Qoaft of Ireland, and brought back to France 
about twenty tboufand foldieis. and inhabitants. 

What 
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What is perhaps more ^traordmary than 
all thq reft is, thai Lewis wa« not dii^ouriige4 
by thefe continued difappQinttrientai and thwgh 
he had a difficult war to Aipport agaiqft the 
greateft part of Europe, he neverthcleft en- 
deavoured once more to change the fortune of 
the unhappy king of Engbnd) by i deciilvp 
ftroke, by making a defcent in England with 
twenty, tboufand men, which were aliembled 
between Cberburg and L* Hogue. Upwards of 
three hundred fau of tranfport reflels lay ready* 
to receive them at Breft* TourviDe, with fgrty- ' 
four capital ihips, cruiicd off th^ coaft of Nor«» 

Tulv 20. ^^^^^y ^® ^*^^ ^^^ ^^^^' t^'Eftree 
looa arrived in the port of Toulon witlt 
9 thirty fliips more. As there are fom^r 
misfortunes which arife from bad condud);, fo 
there are others that can only be imputed t^ 
fortune. The wind) which was at firft favour- 
able to D'Eftree's fquadron, chaagedy and 
made it impoffible for him to joiii Touryille^ 
who with his fofty-fbur {hips was attacked by 
the combined fleets of England and Holland^, 
coniifting of near an hundred fail : the French 
were obliged to yield to fuperior numbers ; but 
not till after an obftinate fight of ten hours, 
lluflel, the Englifh admiral, purfued him for 
two days. Fourteen large lhips» of which 
there were two that carried one hundred and 
four guns, ran a(hore, and the captajns fet fire 
to them*» to prevent their being burnt by the 

enemy, 

^ "■" ■ ■ !■■ i m m t m mmmmmm^im^^mmmi^mmm^ 

• The Englilh hiftorians fay the French fleet amounted 
to fixty-three fliipi of the line, and that a greater number 
•f the French than of the £ngli/h were engaged. Certain 
it is, Ruifel's own ibip difabied the Rifing Sun, a ihip of 
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cAemy» King James, who was a fpcdlator of 
this difafter, from the neighbouring fhore, faw^ 
all hi3 hopes at once fwallowed up. 

This was the firift check which had been 

fiven to the power of Lewis XIV* at fea. 
eignelai, who after the death of Colbert, hit 
father^ had continued to improve the French 
navy, died hiixifelf in 1690. Pontchartain, 
who had been raifed^ from the place of firfir 
prcfident of Brittany, to that of fecretary for 
the marine department! did not fuffer it to decay 
under bis jurifdiflion* The fame fpirit ftill 
continued in the adminiftration, France ba4 
as many fliips »t fea ^fter the fatal blow ai; La 
Hogue as flie h^ before i for Tourvillc com- 
manded a fleet of fixty Mv» of the liae> and 
X)'JEtree one of thirty» ^^cclnfiv^ of thpfe which 
were in harbour ; and not above four y^ars 2^f- 
terwards (in 16969} the king fitted ou£ another 
armament, ftill mof^ conftderabk than: any of 
the former ones» to tranfport James over to 
England, at the head of tw^Jity tbowfand French j 
but this fleet only made! its appearanci^ on the 
coaft ; fo? the meaf^res of James'? party in Loi%- 
don were as ill concerted as thofe of Ws pr^* 
u£tor were well laid in Frange/ 



•R« hundred and four gun*,, commandtd hf Towrville in> 
perfoD. Shfi was burned bjr fir Ralph Delaval^ near Cher- 
iMirf^ tog^th^r mik %h^ A^mirable^ another firft rat^, and- 
the ConxjiMrant, of ci^ht^y gvins.. Eighteisr) other great 
fliips of the French fleet ran into La Hogue, where they 
were attacked by fir George RQok^, who deftroyed them>. 
and a ^reat number of tranfports loaden with ammunition^, 
in the midft of a terrible Qre fioixvthfi encm^> and in^igfiC: 
of the IrUh camp.. 

The 
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The dethroned king's party had now no 
hopes left but in hatching^ plots againit the life , 
of his rival j and almoft all thofe who were con- 
cerned in thefe attempts fufFercd by the hands 
of the executioner : befides, it is more than 
probable, that had they^ fucceeded, he would 
never have recovered his kingdom. He pafled 
the remainder of his days at St. Germain, where 
he lived on Lewis's bounty, and a penfion of 
feventy thoufand Francs *, which be ^as mean 
fpirited enough to receive privately from his 
daughter Mary, who had been acceflbry m de<^. 
throning him^ He died at St. Germain in the 
year 1700. Some Irifb jefuits pretended to 
aflert that miracles were performed at his tomb f- 
They even* talked at Rome of canontziiig after 
his death a prince whom they bad • abandoned- 
when living. • ; . 

Few princes were mors unhappy than James >%. 
nor have we anexample in hiftory of a family 
for fo long a time unfortunate* Theiirft of the 
kings of Scotland, his anceftors, who bore the 
name of James, after having b€«n detained for 
eighteen years a prifoner in England, was mur- 
defied, together with his queen t> by his own 
fubje^s. James II. the fon of this prince, was 
killed in battle, agaihft the Engliih, at nineteen 
years of age||. James III. after being impri- 
foned by his fubjeds, was flain bv the rebels 
in fight. James IV. fell in a battle which he 
loft. Mary Stuart,, his grand-daughter,, after 

* About three thoufand fterling, per af n. 
f They even carried the farce fo far as to pretend that 
hU rellQs cured the biihop of Autun of a fiftuUu 
% Hit wife was wounded, but recovered. 
I James II. was killed by- accident at Roxburgh. 

being 
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being driven from her throne, and forced ta 
take refuge in England, where (he languifhed 
eighteen years in prifon, was at length con- 
demned to die by Englifh judges, and loft her 
head on a fcaffold : Charles I. grand-fon to 
this Mary, and king of England and Scotland, 
was fold by the Scots, fentenced to death by 
the Englifh, and executed publicly as a traitor* 
His fon James, the fubjefl: o^ this chapter, was 
driTcnfrom three kingdoms, and, to crown the 
misfortunes of the family, even the birth of bia 
fon was difputed. This fon, by the efforts he 
made to recover the throne of his fathers, 
brought many of his friends to an untimely 
end; and of late days we have fecn prince 
Charles Edward, in whom the virtues of hfs 
anceftors, and the valour of king John Sobiefkl, 
his grandfather, by the mother's fide, were in 
vain united, performing exploits, and fuffering 
calamities almoft beyond the reach of credit. 
If any thing can Juftify thofe who believe in an 
unavoidable fatality, it muft be the continued 
feries of misfortunes which have befel the 
family of the Stuarts for upwards of .three huo,-* 
dred yeara. 
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CHAP. CLXXIX. 

Of what paflcd on the Continent, while Wil- 
liam IIL was invading ENGLANDt Scot- 
land, and Ireland, till the year i697» 
The burning of the Palatinate, Vic- 
tories of the marcchals Catinat and Lvx- 

EMBOURG* ^ 

No T having been willing to break in upojv 
the chain of affairs in England in the 
preceding chapter, I now return to what pafled 
on the continent. 

While Lewis was thus forming fuch a mzr 
ritime force as had never been exceeded by any 
fiate, he had to make head againft th^ emperor 
and princes of the empire, .Spain, the two ma- 
ritime powers of England and Holland, becon^ 
both more formidable under one chief^ S^vpy^ 
and almoft all Italy. One ftt<?h an ^nemy ;»s 
England and Spain, would have been fufRciei)t 
in former times tp have ruined Fran<^e| apd 
vet all of them united ceuld not now make s^wf 
imprefGon upon her* The king had almo^ 
conftantly five different armies on foot during 
the courfe of this war ; fometimes fix, but never 
lefs than four. The armies in Germany and 
Flanders frequently amounted to one hundred 
thoufand effeftive men. The frontier places^ 
were at the fame time provided with garri- 
fons. Lewis had four hundred and fifty thou- 
fand men in arms, including the marine troops. 
The Turkifli empire, fo powerful in Europe, 
never had fo great a number ; and even the 
Roman empire had not more ; nor were there 

ever 
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«vcr fo many wars carried on at a time. Thofe 
who blame Lewis XIV. for having made him- 
felf fo many enemies cannot but admire the 
meafures wnich he took to defend himfelf j and 
even to be beforehand with his enemies. 

Thefebad not as yet entirely declared them- 
felves, nor were they all united. The prince 
of Orange had not yet failed from the Texel, 
upon his expedition againft his father-in-law, 
when France had armies upon the frontiers of 
Holland, and on the borders of the S.hine« 
The king had fent his fon, the dauphin, who 
was called Monfeigneur, into Germany, with 
ah army of twenty thoufand men This prince 
was gentle in his manners, modeft in his de- 
portment, and feemed greatly to refemble his 
mother. He was then twenty-feven years old, 
and this was the firft time he had been intrufted 
with a command, after his behaviour had given 
fuificient proofs that he would not make an -ill 
ilk of his power. The king fpoke to him in pub- 
lic thus, at his departure. ^' My ion, in fend- 
ing you to command my armies, I give you an 
opportunity of making your merit known : go 
and difplay it to all Europe, that when I de-* 
part this life it may not be perceived that the 
king is dead.'' 

The prince had a fpecial commiiEon for this 
command, as if he haid been only a privalte ge- 
neral, whom the king had made choice of. 
The king's letters were direfted, *' To our 
fon the Dauphin, our lieutenant-general^ com- 
manding our armies in Germany." 
^ Every thing had been fo ordered and difpofed 
before hand, that the fon of Le^wis XIV. who 
aflifted in this expedition with his name and 

prcfence* 
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prefence, might not be liable to meet with an 
a!Front. The marflial de Dufas had in faAthe 
command of the army. Boufflers had a body 
erf troops on this fide the Rhine, and marihal 
d'Humieres another near Cologne, to watch 
the motions of the enemy. Heidelberg and 
Mentz were taken : the fiege of Philipfl)urg, 
which is always tt^e firft ftep to be taken, when 
the French make war in Germany, was already 
begun, under the infpeSion of Vauban. Such 
matters as were not in his deportment fell to 
the fhare of Catinat, then lieutenant-general, - 
a man capable of every thing, and formed for 
all exploits. Monfeigneur arrived fix days 
after the trenches had been opened. He ex- 
adtly obferved his father's conduft, expofing 
his perfon as much as was neceiTary, but never 
rafhly ; treating every one with aflrability, and 
extending his liberality even to the private 
foldicr. The king felt a fincere joy in having 
a fon who thus imitated, without exceeding 
him, and who made himfelf beloved by tvery 
one, without giving his father any occafion to 
fear him. 

^ Philipfburg was taken in nineteen 

^^'ft^ • days, and Manheim in three, Fran- 

^ kendal furrendered in two 5 and Spires, 

Triers, Worms, and Oppenheim, threw open 

their gates at the firft approach of the French. 

The king had refolved to make a defert of 
the Palatinate as foon as thofe towns were 
taken. His defign in this was rather to cut 
oiFall means of fubfiftence from the enemy, 
than to take vengeance on the elector, whofe 
only crime was that of having done his duty, 
in joining with the reft of Germany againft 
5 France. 
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Prance. An order came to the army from the 
king, figned Louvois> to reduce the whole 
country toaflies. The French generals were 
then obliged to obey ; and though it was in the 
very midft of winter, caufed notice to be fent 
to the inhabitants of all thefe Houriihing towns, 
and the villages roundabout, and to the ma- 
ilers of dhovQ fifty caftles, to quit their dwel- 
lings ) and that they were going to deilroy 
every thing with fire and fword. Upon this 
dreadful fummons, men, women, old people, 
and children, hurried out in the utmoft hafte ; 
fome of whom wandered up and down the fields, 
and the reft took refuge in neighbouring coun- 
tries, while the foldiery, who always exceed 
commands of rigour, and feldom or never ex- 
ecute thofe of clemency, burnt and pillaged 
their country. They began with Manheim, 
the refidence of the electors, whofe palaces 
they levelled with the ground, as well as the 
private houfes of the citizens ; broke open their 
very tombs, thinking to fatisfy their avarice 
with the immenfe treafu res. they expected to 
find there, and fcattered their afhes abroad. 
This was the fecond time that this beautiful 
country had been laid wafte by Lewis's orders; 
but the burning of two cities and twenty vil- 
lages by Turenne was but a fpark in com- 
parifon of this conflagration. All Europe was 
ftruck with horror at this aftion. The very 
officers who executed it were afhamed of being 
the inftruments of fuch cruelty. The blame 
was thrown upon the marquis of Louvois, who 
kzd contra(^ed that infenfibility of heart which 
arifes from along adminiftration. . He was cer- 
tainly the perfon who adyifed this proceeding; 

but 
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•bat L^wis had it in his power to rcjea: or fol- 
low his counfel. Had the king been a witneft 
to this fpe£bi€le, he would have ran in pcrfon 
to extinguifli the flameft. From his palace in 
VerfiuUes, where he was furrounded hf plea- 
f ures, he figned the deftnidiion of a whole coun* 
try, becaufe he there beheld only his own glory 
and the fatal right of conqueft in the ord^ he 
gave ; bat lukl he been nearer to the fpotf he 
would have feen all the horror of it. The na« 
tions, who till then had only blamed his am^^ 
bition, and admired his other qualifioationi) 
flow cried out agaiftft his cruelty, and even 
condemned his politics: for had bis tsiemies 
penetrated into his dominions, as be did into 
theirs, they would have fet all the cities in hit 
kingdom on fire. 

Nor was this a very remo^ danger : Lewb» 
jn covering his frontiers with one hundred thou- 
fand foldiers, taught Germany to make the 
fame efforts. This country, being better peopled 
than France, maybe able to raife lar^r armies. 
They have more difficulty indeed in raifing, 
getting together, and paymg them, and they 
are longer before they take the field j but their 
ftridt difcipline and patience under fatigues, 
make them at the end of a campaign as for- 
midable as the French are at the beginning. 
The army of the empire was commanded bf 
the duke of Lorrain, Charles V.' This prince, 
who Was ftill kept out of his dominions by 
Lewis XIV. had preferved the empire for Lo- 
'opold, and given him the viAory over the Turks 
and Hungarians.' He now came with the elec- 
tor of Braiidenbufgi to put a cheek to the fuc^ 
ceis of the French -king's arms. He retodt 
2 Boon 
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Sonn and Mentz, two towns which were very 
i)adly fortified^ but defended in a manner which 
Was efteemed a model for the future defence of 
J)laces. Bonn did not furrender till after a 
fiege of near four months, and that the baron 
■d'Asfeld who comrnanded there-, was mortally 
wounded in a general aflault. 

The marquis d'Uxelles-, afterwards marlhal 
of France, a moft prudent and wary general, 
had made fuch excellent difpofitions for the de- 
fence of Mentz, that his garrifon fufFered hardly 
any fatigue in the great fervice it performed : 
befides the care he took to provide for the 
fafety of the place, he made one and twenty 
fallies upon the enemy^ and killed upwards of 
five ithoufand of their men. He fometimes 
made one or two fallies in open day-light: in 
fliort, he maintained t;he place for feven weeks, 
and furrendered at length only for want of 
powder. This vigorous defence deferves a place 
. ih hiftory, both on account- of its own merit, 
and the approbation it met with from the world. 
Paris, that immenfe city, whofe indolent in- 
habitants^pretend to judge of . every thing, and 
who have fo many ears and tongues, with fo 
few eyes, looked upon d'Uxelles as a timorous 
man, and deficient in judgment. When this 
great commander, on whom every good officer 
will beftow a juft praife^ after his return from 
the campaign ,^ went to the play-houfe, the po- 
pulace hooted him, and cried out Mentz ! Upon 
which he was obliged to retire, not without 
heartily contemning, as every wife man muft 
do, a people who are fuCh bad judges of merit, 
and whofe praife, neverthelefs, is fo greedily 
fought after. 
Vol. VII. G About 
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T About the fame time, tnarfhal d*Hu-*^ 

•^ .^ * mieres was beat at Walcourt*, on the 
^ ^ Sambre, in the Netherlands, by the 
prince of Waldeck j but this check, though it hurt 
his reputation, very little afFedted the French 
arms. Louvois, whofe creature and friend he 
was, found himfelf under the neceffity of taking 
from him the command of this army, which was 
conferred on marfhal Luxembourg, whom neither 
the king nor Louvois liked; but their regard 
for the ftate got the better of their avcrfion to 
the man, and they made ufe of his fervices^ 
though with fome repugnance. He was there- 
fore appointed commander in the Netherlands. 
Louvois was remarkable for correfting a too 
hafty choice, or for making a good one. Ca- 
tinat was fent with a command into Italy^ 
Marflial "de Lorges defended himfelf every- 
where in Germany. The dukeof Noailles had 
Tome little fuccefs in Catalonia f; but under 
Luxembourg in Flanders, and Catinat in Italy, 
there was a continual fucceffion of victories* 



* The prince of Waldeck^ who commanded the Dutch 
army, was reinforced by eleven thoufand Englilh, under 
the earl of Marll^orough. Marechal d'Humieres attacked 
the foragers at Walcourt, and an obftinate engagement en* 
fuing4 was obliged to retreat in confulion, with the lofs of 
two thoufand men, and fome pieces of artillery. Mean 
while, a little army of obfervation, commanded by the prince 
de Vaudemont, levelled part of the French lines en the fide 
of Courtray, and raifed contributions in the territories of 
France. 

•j: Hisfucjefs in that country was but fmall. He 'had 
indeed reduced Campredon in the month of May ; but he 
was afterwards obliged to withdraw the garrifon, dif-r 
mantle the place, and retreat to the frontiers of Francf 
.with great precipitation, 

Thcfe 
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Thefe two generals were at that time efteemed 
the greateft in Europe, 

The marfhal duke of Luxembourg, in fome 
parts of his charadler^ refembled the great 
Conde, whofe pupil he was hi the art of war« 
He had a fiery genius, a prompt execution, a 
quick difcernment, a mind greedy of knowledge ; 
but too extenfive and irregular ; he was con- 
tinually engaged in female intrigues, always in 
love, and frequently beloved, though deformed 
and ill-favoured, and had more of tlie quali- 
fications of a hero than a wife man. 

*Catinat had an application and afii^ity in 
his difpofuion, that made him capable of every 
thing, though he never piqued himfelf upon 
any one particular qualification. He would 
have been equally as good a minifter and chan- 
cerior as he was a general. In the earlier part 
of his life he followed the law; but quitted that 
profeffion at . the age of twenty-three, becaufe 
he loft a caufe in which he had juftice on his 
fide. He then took up arms, and was at firft 
an enfign in the French guards. In the year 
1667, at the attack of the counterfcarp of Lifle, 
he performed an aftion in the prefence of the 
king, which required both underftanding and 
courage. The king took notice of him, and 
this was the beginning of his good fortune. 
He rofe by degrees, without making any.iu- 

• We may perceive, by madams dc Maintenon's letters, 
that ihe was no friend to marfhal Catinat. She appears to 
have a very indifferent opinion of him, and calls his mo- 
d€fty pride. It would feem, that the little knowledge which 
thia iady iiad of men and butinefs, and the bad choides 
ihe made, contributed not a little to the misfortunes whicU 
afterwards befclF«nce. 

G 2 teref.:. 
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tefeft: he was a philofopher in the midft of 
war and grandeur, thofe two fatal rocks to* 
moderation ; exempt from all kind of prejudice;, 
without the afFedation of appearing to defpife 
them too much j and an utter ftranger to gal- 
lantry, and the arts of courts, but a finccrc 
friend, and an honeft man. He lived a pro* 
ifefled foe both to intereft and vain glory, and 
was equally the philofopher in all refpefts at 
the hour of his death, as through thecourfe of 
his life. 

Catinat commanded at that time Jn Italy, 
where he was oppofed by Vidlor Amedeus;, 
duke of Savoy j who was then a wife, politic, 
and ftill more unfortunate prince: a warrior' 
of remarkable courage, who always led his own^ 
«rmies, and expofed his perfon like a common 
man : no one better underftood that deceitful 
kind of war which is carried on in a mountainous 
and uneven country, fuch as his was : he was 
aSive, vigilant, a lover of order, but fometimes 
guilty of errors, both as a prince and a general. 
.He is faid to have committed an eflential one 
in the bad manner in. which he drew up his 
army in prefencc of that of Catinat. The 
French general took advantage of his miftake^ 
and gained a complete vidory over him, in fight 
of Saluces, near the abbey of 'Stafarola, from 
which that battle took its name. When there 
are a number of men killed on one fide, aftd 
hardly any on the other, it. is a certain proof 
that the army which is beaten, was drawn up 
on a ground where it muft neccflarily be over- 
powered. The French had only three hundred 
men killed, and the allied atmy, commanded by 
the duke of Savoy » upwards of four thoufand.. 

After 
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Micr this battle, all Savoy, except Manme- 
lian, fubmitted to the. king. Catinat then 
marched into Piedmont, forced the ene- , • 
my's entrenchments near Sufa; took ^ 
that town, together with Villafranca, Mon- 
talban, Nice, deemed impregnable, Veillano,. 
and Carmagnole, and returned afterwards to 
Monmdian, of ;ivhich he made himfelf matter 
after an obftinate liege. 

After all thefe fuccefles the miniftry Icfiened 
the army which he commanded, and the duke 
of Savoy augmented his, Catinat, inferior in 
numbers to his conquered enemy, remained a 
long time upon the defenfive ; but at lengtli 
having received a reinforcement, he defcended 
,the Alps, near Marfeilles, and there ^ o 
gained a fecond pitched battle, which ^ * ^ 
was the more glgrious, as prince Eu- ^ 93 
gene of Savoy was then one of the enemy's 
generals*. 

At the other extremity of France, towards 
the Netherlands,. marftial Luxembourg gained 
Ihe battle of'Fleurus, and by the confefHon of 
all the officers^ this viftory was entirely owing 
to the fuperiority of genius in the French .ge- 



• In this battle the duke of Schomberg, fon to him wha^^ 
fell At the Boyne, was mortally wounded, fighting glori- 
oufly at the head of a body of V^audoif in the pay of Great' 
Britain. In the preceding campaign,. Catinat had ^een 
obliged to abandon Piedmont, when the duke of Savoy pe- 
itetrated into Dauphin6, and filled all the fouth of France 
with confternation. Had he profecuted his facccfs, 1^ 
might have reduced Lyons, and all the towns in that neigh- 
bourhood : but he was feizsd with the fmall pox, and fup- 
pofed to be focrthed into forbearance by the intrigues of 
tiw French miniftry, 

G 3 ncral 
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neral over prince Waldeck, who then conr^ 
mandedj the allied army. Eight thoufand 
men taken prifoners, fix thoufand killed, two 
hundred ftand of colours, almoft all the can- 
non and baggage, and the flight of the enemy, 
were fufEcient proofs of the viftory t* 

King William was'juft returned back from 
his vidtory over his father-in-law. This great 
genius, ever fertile in refources, made more 
advantage of tht» defeat of his party than the 
French often did of their viftories. He had 
been obliged to have recourfe to intrigues and 
negociations, to procure men and money fuffi- 
cient to oppofe to a king who had only to fay, 
,x ** I will.'* Neverthelefs, after the 

aept. 19, j^pg^^ 2^ Fleurus, he came to meet 

^9^ marfhal Luxembourg with an army 
as ftrong as that of the French. 

They each confifted of about eighty thoufancl 
. .| ' men j but the marfhal had already ia- 

F vefted Mons, when William thought 
^9^ the French had hardly left their win- 
ter-quarters, Lewis himfelf came to be prefent 
at the fiege, and entered the town the ninth 
day after opening the trenches, in fight of the 
enemy's army. After that he .returned to Vcr- 
failles, and left Luxembourg to difpute the field 
during the whole campaign, which ended with 
the battle of Leige, a very extraordinary aflion^ 

f This viAory, got by a great fuperiority of fiumber* 
was dearly purchafed. The Dutch infantry fought with 
furprifing refolution. The duke of Luxembourg owned with 
furprife, that they had furpafl^ed the SpaniOi foot at the 
battle of Rocroy. *' Prince Waldeck. (faid he,) ought al- 
ways to remember the French horfe j and I fliaJl never 
forget the Dutch infantry," 

in 
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fn which twenty-eight fquadrons of c- j. 

the king's houfhold troops and the ^* ^* 

gendarmerie, defeated feventy-five ^ 

fquadrons of the enemy's army. 

The king next repaired to the fiege of Na* 

mur, the iPfrongeft place in the Netherlands, 

both by its fituation, which is at the conflu»^nce 

of- the Sambre and the Maefe, and by its cita- 

d'ek which is built on rocks. He took j 

I une 
the town in eight days time, and the •'^ * 

iraftles in twenty-two, whije the duke 9 
of Luxembourg prevented king William from 
pafSng the Mehaigne, at the head of eighty 
thou{and meg, to raife the fiege. After this 
conqueft Lewis returned again to Verfailles, 
and* Luxembourg ftill continued to make head 
againft the enemy's force. Now it was that the 
Battle of Steihkirk was" fought, fo famous for 
the art and courage difplayed therein. A fpy, 
V^hich the French king had fent to v/atch the 
motions of king Williajm, was difcovered, and 
compelled, before he was led to execution, to 
write a falfe information to marflial Luxem- 
bourg, who, immediately upon the receipt of 
this intelligence, made fuch difpofitions as muft 
neceflarily bring on a battle. His army was 
attacked at day-break, while every one was 
afleep in their tents, and one entire brigade cut 
m pieces before the general knew any thing of 
the matter. Without the extremeft diligence 
^nd bravery, all would have been loft. 
^ It was not enough to be a great general to 
prevent a total defeat ; it like wife required well 
difciplined troops, capable of rallying in an in- 
ftant, general officers fuffidiently flcilful to re- 
cover thcfc troops from the diforder into which 
G 4 they 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ii8 Th 1 A G E • F 

they were thrown, and willing to do their dutjf 
. for a finglc officer of rank who had a mind to 
take advantage of the general confufion to caufc 
his generart's defeat, might eafily have done it 
without expofing himfelf to a detection. 

The marflial was then ill, a fatal circum- 
flance, at a time when uncommon adtivity 
. ' was req ired ; but the greatnefs of 

^' -^^ the danger reftored him to his ftrength r 
" it was neceflary to perform -prodigies 
not to be overcome, and he performed them ;. 
he changed his ground, gave afield of battle ta 
his army which before had none, recovered the- 
right wing, which was aH in confufion, rallied 
h\s men three times, and three times charged 
at the head of the houfhold troops, and all this 
. in lefs than two hours. He had with him in 
his army the duke of Chartres, afterwards re-^ 
gent of the kingdom, a grandfon of France^ 
who was then not above fifteen years old. Ho- 
could be of no fervice in ftf iking a decifive 
blow ; but it contributed not a little to animate 
the foldiers, when they faw a grandfon of France 
charging at the head of the king's hou&old 
troops, and, though wounded in the fight, re- 
turning again to the charge. 

A grandfon and grand-nephew of the great 
Conde both ferved in this army as lieutenant- 
generals 5 one of thefe was Lewis of Boiirbon, 
called Monfieur the duke, and the other Ar- ^ 
mand prince of Conti, both rivals in courage^ 
wit, ambition, and fame. Monfieur was of a 
more auflere difpofition, and bad perhaps more 
folid qualifications, and the prince of Conti - 
more brilliant ones. Being both called by the 

public 
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public voice to the command of armies, they 
carneftly longed for that honour, which, how- 
ever, they never obtained j becaufe Lewis, who 
was as well acquainted with their ambitioa 
as their merit, always remembered that the 
prince of Conde had made war againft him. 

The prince of Conti was the firft who reco- 
vered the army from its confufion, by rallying 
fome of the brigades, and making the reft ad vance#- 
Monfieur did juft the fame, without (landing 
in need of emulation. The duke of Vendome, . 
grandfon to Henry IV. was likewife a lieute- 
nant-general in this army ; he had ferved ever ' 
fince he was twelve years of age, and though • 
he was then upwards of forty, he had never 
yet commanded in chief. His brother the grand •■ 
prior was by his fide. 

It was neceflary that all thefe princes fhould« 
pufthemfelves at the head of the king's houf- 
hold troops, in order to drive a body of Eng- 
lifh from an advantageous poft, on which the 
fuccefs of the battle depended.. The French* 
houfliold troops and the Englifliwere the befl: 
troops in the world. The flaughter was great ;. 
but the French, animated by the croud of princes 
and young noblemen who fought about the ge- 
neral's perfon, at length carried the poft ; and 
when the Engl ifti were debated ♦, the xeft 
were obliged to yield. . 

Bouflers, . 

• The prince o( Wirtemberg, who commanded the at- 
tack on the fide of the allies, with a body of Britifh, Da* 
nifh, and Dutch troops^ finding hlmfelfin danger of being * 
overpowered by numbers^ fent an aid de camp twice to de- 
mand fuccours of count Solmes^ who headed the center • 
but that officer derided hh diftreCs, faying, /< Let us fee 
O 5 what 
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Bouflers, who was afterwards marflial of 
France, flew with a body of dragoons from a 
place where he was,, at fome diftance from thcr 
iield of battle, and his arrival completed the 
viiftory. King William, after having loft about 
{even thoufand men, retired in as good order a» 
he had attacked ; and always beaten, and al- 
ways formidable, he ffill kept the field. This 
viclory, which was owing to the valour of the 
young princes and the flower of the nobility of 
the kingdom, produced an efFeft at court, irr 
the city, and in the provinces, that no former 
viftory had ever done. 

Monfieur the duke^ the prince of ContI, M**. 
de Vendelne, and their friends, on* their return 
home from this campaign, found the roads lined 
with people, whofe acclamations and expref- 
. fions of joy were carried even to a dfegree of 
madnefs. The women all ftrove to attraft their 
regards. The men at that time wore lace cra- 
vats, which took up fome time and pains to 
adjuft. The princes having drefled themfelves 
in a hurry, threw thefe cravats negligently 
about their necks. The ladies wore handker- 
chiefs made in this- fafhion, which they called' 
Steinkirks. Every new toy was a Steinkirk. 
Any ydung man who happened to have been 
prefent Ut this battle, was Iboked upon with 
dtlight. The populace followed the princes 
, every where in crouds, and they were the more 
beloved, becjrufe the court did not fhew tliem 
favour equal to their reputation and merit. 

what fport thefe Englifh bull -dogs will make." In thi*. 
battle, the earl of Angus, general Mackay, fir John La- 
mer, fir Robert Douglas, and many other gallant Britifti o£^ 
iicersj loft their live i; 

The. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



-LEWIS XIV^. T31 

1 he enfuing campaign the fame general, the 
fame princes, with th€ fame troops, who had been 
furprifed and yet victorious at Steinkirk, made a 
forced inarch of feven leagues, and came unawares 
upon William at Nervinde, and beat him. Ner- 
vinde is a village near the Layette, a few leagues 
diftance from BrufTels. William-had time toput 
his army in order of battle. Luxembourg and 
the princes carried the village fword in hand 
two different times, and the inftant the mar- 
flial turned another way,, the enemy retook it 
again ; at length the general and the princes 
carried it a third time, and the battle .was won* 
Few aflions proved more bloody, j , 
There were about tv/enty thoufand •' a . 
killed on both fides ; the allies loft ^ ^^ 
twelve thoufand) and the French eight. On- 
this occafion, it was faid there was more 
room to fing De profuttdis*^ than Te Deum. 

Thefe numerous viftories were produ6live of 
much glory, but few great advantages. The 
allies, though defeated at Fleurus, Steinkirk, 
and Nervinde, bad never been completly beaten^ 
king William always made fine retreats ; and, 
in a fortnight's time after one battle, it was ne- 
ceflary to fight another with him to be mafter 
of the campaign. The cathedral of Paris was 
filled with colours taken from the enemy. The 

* A hymn fung in the funeral-fcrvice ib the Roman- 
catholic churches. 

* This a^ion the Englifh diftinguifli by the name of thft 
battle of Landen. King William made great efforts of 
courage and perfeverance 5 but his original difpolition was (o 
erroneous^ that as foon as Luxembourg faw it^.Jie cried^.. 
«* Now I believe Waldeck is really dead." 

G 6 prince 
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prince of Conti called marftial Luxembourg 
•• the Upholfterer of Notre Dame." Nothing 
was talked of but vi6lories, and yet Lewis XIV. 
had formerly conquered one half of Holland 
and Flanders, and all the Francbe-Comte, 
vithout fighting a fmgle battle ; whereas now, 
after the greateft efforts and the moft bloody 
vi£tories, they could hardly force an entrance 
into the United Provinces j they could not even 
lay fiege to Bruffcls. 
Q , Marfhal de Lorges had like- 

" *, ' wife on his fide gained a confi- 

^ 9 derable advantage over the allies 

near Spirebach, and had even taken the old 
duke of Wirtemberg pr.ifoner, and penetrated 
into his country ; but, after having invaded it 
as a conqueror, he was obliged to quit it again. 
Monfeigneur took and plundered the city of 
Hehjelbcrg a fecond time, which the enemy 
had retaken, and after all was obliged to zGt 
upon the defenfive againft the Imperialifts. 

Marflial Catinat, notwithftanding his great 
vicSory at Stafarde, and having conquered Sa- 
voy, could not prevent the duke of that coun- 
try from making an irruption into Dauphine, 
nor, after his vidory at Marfeilles, could he 
fave the important city of Cafah 

In Spain the marmal de Noailles gained a 
|Mr \, battle on the banks of the Ter; he 
jJL '* took Giroiie and fome fmall places ; 
"^ but his army was weak, and he was 
obliged, after his vi<9:ory, to retire from before 
Barcelona. The French, every where vido- 
rious, and weakened by their fuccefles, had ait 
hydra to engage in the allies, that was conti- 
nually riling up afreCh, France began to find 
': it 
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it difEciHt to raife recruits, and ftill more fo to • 
procure money. The rigour of the .^q, 
feafon, by which the fruits of the earth ^ 
were at that time wholly deftroyed, brought on j 
a famine. Numbers periflied foF want, while 
the whole kingdom refounded with Te Deums- 
and rejoicings. The fpirit of confidence and • 
fuperiority, which- had been the foul of the 
French troops, began vifiHy to diminifli. Lewis ^ 
XIV. no longer appeared at their head, ^ 
Louvols was-dead, and Barbefieux, his ^ 
fon, was generally difliked by them. To crown • 
all, the death of rnarfha} Luxem- ^ 
bourg, under whom they thought J^^^^Yr' 
themfelves invinciblei feemed to put ^^ 
an end to the rapid vidloriips of the French. 

The art of bombarding towns with fhips 
now turned upon its inventors ; not that the 
engine called Infernal^ with which the Englifh 
attempted to burn St. Malo, and that failed 
of fuccefs, was of French invention ; machines 
of this kind had been for a long time of ufe in 
H^ropc. It was the art of -throwing bombs 
with as much certainty from a moving veflel as ' 
from the folid ground, that the French invented ; 
and it was by this art, that the Englifli had from 
their fhips bombarded the towns of Dieppe, 
Havre-de -grace, St. Malo, , Dunkirk, and Ca- 
lais; Dieppe, as being the moft t , ^. 
cafy of accefs, was the place which •' ^ tA 
fufferedthe moft real damage. This ^^* 

town, which is now fo delightful on account 
of the regularity of its buildings, and that fcems 
to owe its beauty to its misfortunes, was almoft 
reduced to afties. There were not ahove twenty 
houfes beaten down and burnt in Havre de 

Grace ^ 
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Grace ; but the fortifications of the'place were* 
entirely deftroyed. In this fenfe it is that the 
medal ftruck by the Dutch is true, notwith^ 
ftanding that fo many French writers have in* 
veighed againft its falfity. In the exergue wc 
find thefe words in Latin: The harbour of Havre, 
burnt and dejiroyed^ &c. this infcrif^tion does not 
tell us that the town was burnt ; that would 
have been falfe j it only fays that the harbour 
was burnlj which is true. 

Soon afterwards the French loft Namur^ 
which they had taken. The nation had la- 
vifhed encomiums on Lewis XIV. for having 
conquered this place ; and the moft indecent 
fallies had been thrown out againft king Wil- 
liam for not having fuccoure^d it with an army 
of eighty thoufand men. William at length 
became mafter of it, by the fame manner in 
which it had been loft. He attacked it in the 
face of an army much ftronger than his own 
was at the time that Lewis aIV. laid fiege to 
it. He now met with new fortifications of 
Vauban's raifing. The French garrifon which 
defended this town was an army of itfelf ; for 
while they were preparing matters to inveft it, 
marflial Bouflers found means to throw himfelf 
into it with feven regiments of dragoons j (o 
that Namur was not only defended by fixteen 
thoufand men, but was daily in expectation of 
being relieved by an army of an hundired thoU"* 
fend. 

Marftial Bouflers had a great fhare of merit, 
was an a6tive and diligent general,, and a good 
citizen, who had nothing fo much ^t heart a$ 
the welfare of the fervice, to promote which 
he valued neither his pains Apr his life. The 

marquis 
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tttarquis de Feuquieres, in Jiis memoirs, ac- 
cufes him of feveral faults in the defence of the 
town and citadel, and even blames his condudl 
in the defence of Lifle, by which he gained fo 
much honour. Thofe who have written the 
hiftory of Lewis XIV. have fervilely copied the 
Marquis de Feuquieres in military matters, and 
the abbe de Choifi in private anecdotes.. They 
could not know that Feuquiieres, who was an* 
excellent officer^ and perfeftly well verfed bothi 
in the theory and prad^ice of war, was of a dif- 
pofition as morofe as difcerning, and fometirres- 
the Ariffarchus, fometimes the Zoilus of ge- 
nerals. He alters fadls, to have the pleafurc 
of cenfuring ; he complains of every one, and 
every one of him ; he was efteemed the braved 
man in Europe, becaufehe flept quietly in thf 
midft of an hundred thoufand of his enemies- 
His merit not having been rewarded with the 
ftafF of marlhal of France, he employed bis- 
great parts too much agaihil the fervants of the 
^atc, which would have been extremely ufefulv 
had be beenas'mild and charitable as he waS' 
difcerning, diligent, and' bold: 

He charged the marfhal de Villeroi with a 
greater number of faults, and thofe more eflen- 
tial than even Bouflers. Villeroi, at the head 
of twenty thoufand men^ was to have relieved 
Namur 5 but even had the two marflials, Vil- 
leroi and Bouflers, done everything, generally 
(i)eaking, that they might have done, (which is 
very feldom the cafe) the fituation of the ground 
was fuch, that Namur ^cotfH not be relieved, 
. and muft be taken fooner'dr later. An army 
of obfenration poftcd alon^; the banks of the 
Mebaigne had prevented king Vi^illiam from 

bringing 
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Bringing up his fuccours ; the fame thing nour 
neceflarily happened to marfhal Villeroi. 

Tho* marflial Bouflcrs, the count de Gui(^ 
Card, governor of the town, the count de Lau« 
mont du Chatelet, commandant of the infantry, . 
' and all the officers and foldiers in the place, 
defended it with^ remarkable obftinacy and bra- 
very, it retarded the capitulation only two days. ■ 
When a town is befieged by a fuperior army, . 
when the works are well carried on, and the 
feafon favourable,. they can judge nearly within- 
what time it will be taken, be the defence ever 
e^ fo vigorous. King William made him- 
6oc ^^^^ matter of the town and citadel at 

95 length, though not in fo fliort a time as 
Lewis XIV. 

The king, while he was thus lofingNamur, 
bbmbarded Bruflels ; a poor revenge, which he 
took of the emperor for his towns which had 
been bombarded by the Englilh j all this occa- 
fiODed a war equally ruinous and fatal to both 
parties. 

One of "the efFe<3s of human induftry and ; 
•fury, for thefe two centuries paft, has been- 
that of not confining the havjock of war to our 
own continent of Europe. We drain ourfelves 
of men and money, to carry deftrudion againft 
each other in the farther parts of Afia and 
Agnerica. The Indians, whom we have com- 
pfelled by force or artifice to admit our fettle- 
ments amongft them, and the Americansj from 
whom we have wrefted their continent, after- 
having dyed it with their blood, look upon us 
as the foes of human kind, who came from the 
fartheft part of the globe to butcher thcna^^ and 
afterwards to deftroy one another. 

The 
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The French had no other colony in the Eaft 
Indies but that oFPondicherry, which had been 
formed by Colbert with great pains, and at an 
^mmenfe expence, and from whence no confi- 
derablc advantage could be drawn for feveral 
years; the Dutch eafily made themfelves mafters 
of it, and thus deftroyed the trade of the French^ 
in the Eaft^Indies, almoft in its infancy. 

Our plantations in St. Domingo were -^q- 
deftroyed by the Englifh, and one of the ^^' 
Breft privateers laid wafte theirs at Gambia, on 
the coaft of Africa. The privateers of St. Ma- 
lo carried fire and fword into the caftern part, 
of Newfoundland, of which they were in pof- 
fcfSon J and our fquadrons infulted their iflandi 
of Jamaica, took and burnt their fhippingthere^. 
and ravaged the coaft* 

Pointis, commander of a fqiiadron of .£-^-. 
fhips of war and' fome privateers ofF ^^' 
America, failed as far as the line, and furprife<i>? 
the town of Carthagena, the magazine j^^. 
and ftaple for the Spanifh treafures, jf^l^ 
which come from Mexico i the damage ™' 
he did there was computed at twenty mSlions . 
of our livres, and the booty he got at about 
half that fum. There is always fome dedudlioa 
to be made from fuch calculations, but little or 
none from the grievous calamities occafioned 
by thefe glorious expeditions. 

The French privateers, and efpecially Dugue- 
trouin, were every day making prizes of the 
Englifh and Dutch merchant-fliips. This man 
was very extraordinary in his way, and wanted !a 
only a numerous fleet to have acquired as great, 
reputation as Dragut or Barbarofla. The ene- 
my n>adc kfs rich prizes from the French, be— 

cauf©« 
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caufe ihey had lefs to be taken. Our trade war 
greatly impaired by the death of Colbert and . 
the war. 

A general mifery then was the refulf of thefe 
expeditions by fea and land. Thofe who de- 
light more in humanity than politicSj will rea- 
dily obferve, that in this war Lewis XIV. took 
up arms againft his brother-in-law the king of 
Spain, againft the eleftbr of Bavaria, tD whofe 
^fifter he had married his fon the dauphin, and. 
againft the eFeftor- palatine, whofe country he 
burnt, though his brother was married to the 
princefs-palatine. King.. James . likewife was 
driven from his throne by his. fon-ih-law and' 
his own daughter ; and fince that time we haver 
feen the duke of Savoy in league againft France, 
where he had one daughter a«,dauphinefs, and 
againft Spain, where another was queen. Moft: 
of the wars between Chriftian princes are, in 
fome fort, civil wars. 

The moff crimfnar enterprife in allthis waf 
proved the only truly fortunate one ; William 
was perfeftly fuccefsful in England and Ire- 
land ; in other places the' fuccefles were more 
equal.- When I call this a criminal. undertak- 
ing,. I<16 not examine whether the nation, after 
having flied the blood of the father, were right 
or wrong in banifhing the'fon, and maintaining 
ks religion and privileges; I only fay, that if 
there is any juftice on earth, the daughter and 
fon-in-law of king James ought not to have 
driven him from his throne and kingdom. 
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CHAP. CLXXX. 

Treaty with Savoy. Marriage of the Duke 
of Burgundy. Peace of Rys wick. State 
of France and Europe. Death and laft 
will of Charles IL King of Spain. 

FRANCE ftill maintained. lier fuperioritjr 
over all her eaemies 5 fome flie had crufhed, 
-as the duke of Savoy and the eleiftor- palatine,, 
and flie carried the war to the frontiers of the 
others, like a powerful and robuft bodv, fa- 
tigued with a long refiftance, and exhaufted by 
its victories ; a well direfted blow would have 
made her ftagger. Whoever has- a number of 
enemies at once can at laft find his fefety 
only in their divifion, or m a peace. Lewis. 
XI V, obtained both the one and the other. 

Vidlor Amadeusy, duke of Savoy, was sr 
prince of all others the moft eafily perfuaded to 
break his engagements, when his intereft was 
concerned i to him the court of Prance addref- 
fed itfelf. The count de Tefle,. afterwards 
hiarflial of France, an amiable and able man, 
of a genius formed for pleafing, which is the 
firft qualification of a negociator, had began a 
private treaty at Turin ; and marfhal Catinat^ 
ivho was equally capable of making peace and 
\var, put the finifliing hand to the affair. There 
did not want two fuch able men to determine 
the duke of Savoy to accept of what was to his 
advantage ; they reftored him his country, gave 
him a fum of money, and propofed a marriage 
between the young duke of Burgundy, fon to 
Monfeigneur, the htir to the crown of France,, 

andi 
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smd his daughter. Matters were foon agrcecj 
upon : the duke and Catinat concluded? 
the treaty at Our Lady of Loretto, whither 
they went under pretence of a'pilgrimage 
of devotion, which however impofed upon no 
one. The pope (who was then Innocelit'XIV.) 
entered heartily into this negociation- His- 
view was to deliver Italy at once from the inva- 
iions of the French, and; the taxes which t^c 
emperor was^ continually levying to pay his- 
troops. It was thought neceflfary that the Im- 
perialifts fhould evacuate Italy, and^ leave it 
neuter ; this the duke of Savoy engaged himfelf 
by the treaty to obferve. The emperor gave a^ 
flat denial at firft j- for thecouft of Vienna rarely^ 
trame to a- determinationf but at the laft extre^ 
mityj- Upon the emperor's refufal^ the duk^ 
jLoined- his troop*, to the French army j and^. 
from generaliffimo ta^ the emperor, became,^ 
in lefs^ than a« momh, generaliffimo to Lewis- 
^ XIV. His daughter, who was onlyelevea 
^ years of age^ was carried into France t^ 
be married to the duke of Burgundy, whp 
V^as thirteen! After the falling off of the duke 
of Savoy, it happened, as at the peace of Ni- 
meguen, that each of the allies thought proper 
to treat. The emperor agreed to leav^ Italy 
neuter. The Dutch propofed the caftle of Ry(« 
wick, near the Hague, as the place for holding 
rile conferences for a. general peace. Four ar- 
mies, which the king had on foot, contributed 
not a little to bring matters to a fpeedy conclu- 
fion. There were eighty thoufand men in 
Flanders under Villcroi ; the marlbal de 
Choifeul had forty thoufand men on the banks 
of the Rhine ^. Catinat had ajuother army in 

P^cd^ 
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3Picdfnorit ; andthcdukeof Vendomc, who had 
at length attained the rank of general, after, 
having paflcd through aU the degrees, from that 
of the Icing's guard, like a private foldier of for-. 
•tune, Commanded a body of troops in Catalonia^ 
indiere he gained a battle, and took Barcelona. 
Thcfe new efforts and fucceffes proved the moft 
cffedual mediation. The court of Rome offered . 
its arbitration, which was refufed, as q 
at Nimeguen. Charles XI. king of Swe- ^^P^' 
•den was themediator. At length the peace q^ 
was concluded; no longer with that ^ " 
haughty Superiority ^nd advantageous ^' 
conditions^ which had diftinguifhed thegreatneft 
of Lewis XIV. but with a condefcenfion and con- 
ceiCon of rights on his fide, that equally amazed 
the French and the allies. It was a long time 
^believed that this peace had been concerted with 
the deepeft policy. 

It was precended that the French king's grand 
deiign was, what it certainly ought to have 
been, to prevent the entire iucce]()ion of the 
vaft Spanilh monarchy from ^devolving upon the . 
other branch of the houfe of Auftria. It is faid 
he entertained hopes that the houfe of Bourbon 
might at ieaft come in for a fhare in the dif« 
memberment, and perhaps one day fucceed to 
the whole. The formal renunciations made 
by his wifa^ and mother feemed no other than 
trivial agreements, which ought to give way t6 
hew Gonjunftures. In this view, to aggrandize 
the houfe of France, it was neceffary to/ihew 
feme moderation towards Europe ; not to in- 
^enfe fo many powers, who were ftill full of 
iitfpicions* The peace |ave him time to form 

jaew 
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iww alliances, fettle the finances, ga^n over 
thafe whom he had occafion for,, and to form 
new bodies of militia in the kingdom. It was 
receflary to give nip fometking, in hopes of ob- 
taining much more, 

Thefe were thought to be the private mo- * 
tlvcs of the peace of Ryfwick, which in the 
event adually procured the throne of Spain for 
the grand fon of Lewis XIV. This notion, 
probable as it may appear, is not however true; 
neither Lewis XIV, nor his council had thofe 
views that they ought to have had in this affair. 
It is a ftrong example of the connection of the re- 
volutions in this world, which govern men, by 
whom they feem to be conduced. The obvious 
>intereft of quickly pofleffing Spain, or at4eaft a 
part of that nK>nar<2by, had not th^ leaft influ- 
ence in the peace of Ryfwick j this is acknow- 
ledged by the marquis de Torci, in his manu- : 
fcript memoirs. They made peace merely be- 
taufe they were weary of the war, and this war 
itfelf had been carried on without any particular 
objeft ; at leaft on the fide of the allies : it was 
only from the idle defire of humbling the great- 
nefs of Lewis ; and in that monarch it was 
merely the confequence of that fame gr^atnefs 
which would not hearkei) toconceffions. King 
William had drawn over to his caufe the em- 
peror, the empire, Spain, the United Provinces, 
and Savoy; Lewis XIV. found himfelf too 
far engaged to recede. The fineft part of Europe 
had been laid wafte, becaufe the French king 
made ufe of the advantages he gained by the 
peace of Nimeguen in too haughty a manner* 
The league was formed rather againfibis per-** 
fon ftian the kingdom of France j the kiiijg 
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thought himfelf fecure of the reputation he had 
gained by arms, and was now defirous of ad- 
ding that of moderation : the weaknefs which 
began to be fenfibly felt in the finances made 
him more ready to ^dopjt fuch a conduffc. 

^Fhe political afFairs were debated in the 
king's council, and the refolutions taken there : 
-the marquis de Torci, then young, was only 
charged with the execution of them. The 
whole council was for peace, efpecially the 
duke of Beauyilliers, who- fct forth the miferies 
cf the people with fuch energy^ that madame 
de Maintenon was affeQed by it, and the king 
faimifelf appeared not infenfiblej and it made 
the more impreilion, as they had fallen from 
that flourilhing ftate to which the minifter, 
Colbert had raifed the kingdom. The great 
ciblblifhments df all Icinds had coil immenfib 
fums, and no oeconomy had been ufed jto re^ 
trieve the confulion oCcafioned by thefe extra- 
ordinary expences. This inward calamity 
aftoniihed every one, becaufe it had never been 
fdt fince LfCwis 'XIV. had governed alone : 
thefe were the true caufes of the peace of 
Ryfwick, though doubtlefs fome virtuous fen- 
timents bad an influence in it. Thofe who 
think that kings and miniflers inceffantly, and 
without bounds, facrifice every thing to their 
ambition, are no lefs miffaken, than he who 
thinks they continually facrifice to worldly hap- 
pinefs. 

The king then reftored to the Spaniards all 
thofe placea near the Pyrenees that he had 
taken from them, and likewife the conquefts 
be had made in Flanders during the laft war, 
Zs Luxembourg, Mons, Atb^ and Courtrai. 

He 
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He acknowledged William III: lawful king of 
'England, whom he had till then treated as 
;prince of Orange, a tyrant, and an^ufurpen 
He promifed not to affift his enemies for the 
future ; and king James, whofe name was left 
out in the treaty, remained at St» Germain with 
the empty title of king, and a penfion from 
Lewis XIV. Thus facrificed by his protcdlor 
to the necefflty of the times, and already for- 
,gotten in Europe, he ceafed to publilh any new 
manifeftos* 

The ferltences which the courts of Brifac and 
• Metz had awarded agalnft fo many fovereigns, 
and the reunions made at Alface, thofe monu- 
ments of a dangerous power and pride, were 
nbohfhed, and the bailiwicks that had been feiz- 
<d upon by form of law were reftored to their 
Tight mafters. 

Befides thefe conceiSons, Friburg, Brifac, 
Kheil, and Philipfburg, were reftored to the 
empire ; the king even fubmitted to deftroy the 
fortrefs of Strafburg on the Rhine, Fort-Lewis, 
Traerbach, and Mount-Royal, works on which 
the great Vauban had exhaufted his art, and 
the king his treafury. Europe was furprifed, 
and the French difpleafed, to fee Lewis XIV. 
make peace as if he had been conquered. 
Harlai, Creci, and Callleres, Wlio figned this 
peace, durftnotfhew themfelves either at court 
or in the city ; they were loaded with reproaches 
and derifion, as if they had taken a flngle ftep 
they liad not been ordered by the mmiftryj 
they were reproached by the court with having 
betrayed the honour of the French nation, and 
afterwards they were applauded for having, bjr 
this treaty, prepared the way for the fucceffion ' 
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! to the Spanifh monarchy : but in truth, they 

deferved neither cenfure nor praife. 

It was by this poace, that France at length 
Teftored Lorraine to the family which had been 
in poflelBon of it for above feven hundred years. 
Duke Charles V. the prop of the empire, and 
conqueror of the Turks, was dead ; his Ton 
Xvcopold, at the p^ace of Ryfwick, took pof- 
kS^oa of bis fovereignty, with the lofs indeed 
of his real privileges, it not being allowed him 
to have ramparts to his capital ; but they cou4d 
not deprive him of a much more noble privilege, 
that of doing good to his fubjeAs ; a privilege 
which no prince ever made a better ufe of than 
himfelf: 

It were to be wiflied, that lateft pofterity may 
be informed, that one of the leaft powerful fo- 
vereigns in Europe, was him who did the moft 
good to his people. He found Lorraine a de- 
fert wafte ; he repeopkd and enriched it, and 
preferved it in peace, while the reft of Europe 
was defolated by war. He had always the prvi- 
dence to keep well with PVance, and to make 
himfelf beloved in the empire ; happily preferv- 
ing that juft medium, which hardly any prince, 
without power, has ever been able to maintain 
between two great' potentates. He procured 
his people plenty, to which they had been long 
ftrangers ; his .nobleflc, reduced to the laft de- 
gree of wretchednefs, were raifed to a ftate of 
opulence, folely by his benefaftions. If he faw 
the fi^mily-fcat of a gentleman in ruins, he re- 
built it At his own exp^nce; he paid their 
debts, portioned out their daughters, and 
laviihed prefents^wlth that art of giving, which 
. raifes them even above bejaefa&ions i beftowing 
VouVlL H his 
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his gifts with the magnificence of a prince, and- 
the politencfs of a friend. The arts, which were 
held in the higheft honour throughout his little 
province, produced a new circulation, wbidi 
makes the riches of a ftate. His court was 
formed after the model of. that of France, 
and the traveller hardly perceived a change of 
place in going to Lutieville from Verfeilles. After 
the example of Lewis XIV. he advanced the 
belles lettres; he.eftablifhed a kind of uni- 
verfity, without pedantry, at Luneville, where 
the young German nobility went to be form*- 
ed. The true fciences were there taught in 
fchools, where the theory of natural philofophy 
was demonftrated to the eye by the moft curious 
apparatus. He fought out men of talents even 
in^the ihops and in the woods, brought them to 
]ight, and was himfelf their patron and rewarder. 
In a word, the whole bufinefs of his reign was 
to procure his nation tranquillity, riches, know- 
lege, and plcafure ; ** I would quit my fove- 
reignty to-morrow, (faid he) if I could no 
longer do good.'* Accordingly he tafted . the 
fatisfadion of being believed, and I myfelfTaw, 
long after his death, his fubjefts flied tears in 
mentioning his name. When he died he left 
an example to be followed by the greateft kings j 
but he couldvnot, during his life, be inftru- 
mental in preparing the way for his fon to the 
throne of the empire. ' 

At the time that Lewis XIV. was managing 
the affair of the peace of Ryfwick, which was to 
f:ive him the Spanifh fucceffion, the throne of 
Poland became vacant. This was the only 
regal crown, then eleflive, in the world ; 
natives and foreigners had equally a right to 

pretend 
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pretend to it, but to retain it required either a 
merit fufficiently Ihiking, and properly fuppor- 
ted by intrigues, to engage the fufFragcs, (as 
was the cafe with John Sobiefki the late king) 
or elfe, money enough to buy the kingdom, 
which is almon always put up at aufiion. 

The abbe, afterwards cardinal Polignac, 
had at firft the art to engage the fufFrages in 
favour of the prince of Conti, known by the 
valiant zBiions he had. performed at Steinkiik 
and Nervinde. He had never the command in 
chief, nor was he admitted into the king's 
councils. The duke of Bourbon had an equal 
reputation as a warior, the duke of Vendome 
a ftill greater, and yet his fame furpafled th^t 
of all others, by the great art of pleafing, and 
making himfelf of confequence, which no 
one poffeffed in a more eminent degree than 
himfelf. Polignac, whofe talent lay m per- 
fuafion, determined the minds of the people in 
his favour; and, by dint of eloquence and pro- 
mifes, counterbalanced the money which Au- 
guftus eleftor of Saxony, lavifhed among them. 
Lewis-Fraricis, prince of Conti, j 
was eleded king by the majority of •' y-^ ' 
the nation, and proclaimed by the 97 
primate of the kingdom. Auguftus was ele<9:ed 
two hours afterwards by another party, inferior 
in numbers; but he was a fovereign prince, and 
powerful, and had a body of troops in readinefs 
on the frontiers of Poland. The prince of 
Conti was abfent, deftitute of money, men, 
and power, and had nothing on his fide but his 
name, and cardinal de Polignac. - It remained 
that Le.wis XIV. fhould either prevent his ac- 
cepting the crown, or furnifh him with proper 
H 2 aiTiftance 
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affiftaiice to get the better of his competitor. 
It was thought that the French miniftry did too 
much in fending the prince of Conti over, and 
too little in furnifhing him/With only a fniall 
fjuadron of ihips and a few bills of exchange, 
with which he arrived in the road of Dantzick: 
this was a£ling with that lukewarm policy, 
which begins an affair only to quit it again. 
They would not even receive the prince at 
Dantzick, and his bills of exchange were pro- 
tefted. The intrigues of the pope and the em- 
peror, and the money and troops of Saxony^ 
had already fecured the crown on his rival's 
head ; he returned then with the' glory of hav- 
ing been chofen king, and France had the mor- 
tification of having made it. appear, that fhe 
was not fufficiently powerful to make a king of 
Poland. 

This difgracc, which befel the prmce of Con- 
ti, did not interrupt the peace which Aibfifted 
between the Chriilian powers in the North. 
The South of Europe was foon afterwards re- 
ilored to its tranquillity by the peace of RyC- 
wick. 

There was no longer any war but that which 

the Turks carried on againfl Germany, Poland, 

Venice, and RuiGa ; and* here the Chriftians, 

-though under a bad adminiftration, and divided 

'among themfelves, had the fuperiority. The 

g battle of Zanta, iti which prince £u- 

95 gene beat the grand feignior in perfon, 
and remarkable by the deaths of the grand vizir, 
feventeen bafbaws, and upwards of twenty thou- 
sand Turks who fell there, humbled the Otto- 
man pride, and brought about the peace of 

Car- 
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Carlowitz, in which the Turks fubmitted , 
to the laws impofed by the conquerors. ^^ 
The Venetians had the Morea, the Mufcovites 
Afoph, the Poles Kaminiek, and the emperor 
Tranfilvania. All Chriftendom was then happy 
and tranquil, the found of war was no longer 
heard, either in Afia or Africa, and the whole 
world was at peace during the two laft years of 
^he feventeenth century, an epocha, alas ! of 
too ihort a duration. 

The public calamities were foon awakened 
again. The peace of the North was difturbed 
in the year 1700, by two men the moft extra-* 
ordinary the world ever produced : one was 
czar Peter Alexowitz, emperor of Ruffia, the 
other you/ig Charles XIL king of Sweden^ 
Czar Peter, though born a barbarian, became a 
great man^ and by his genius and furprifing la- 
bours, was the reformer, or rather founder of 
hi$ empire. Charles XII. more courageous than 
the czar, and yet lefs ferviceable to his fubje£ls, 
formojd to command foldiers but not nations, 
was the firft hero of his age, but died with the 
charader of an imprudent king. X'^^ defola* 
tion the North underwent during a war of eigh- 
teen^ years, owed its rife to the ambitious poli- 
tics of the czar aiul the kings of Denmark and 
Poland, who wanted to take advantage of the 
youth of Charles XII. to ftrip him of a part of 
bis dominions; but Charles, at the age j--.-^ 
of fixteen, conquered all three. He ' 
was the terror of the world, and was already 
efteemed a hero, at an age in which other 
nren have hardly finiflied their ftudies. tie was 
for nine years the moft formidable monarch in 
H 3 the 
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the world, and for nine years the moft mifer- 
able. 

The troubles of the South of Europe arofe 
from another caufe. The king of Spain lay at 
the point of death, and it was indifpute who 
fliould fhare the fpoils he was to leave behind 
him. The powers, who already devoured in 
imagination this immenfe fucceffion, did, on 
this occafion, what we frequently fee pradlifed 
duringthe illnefsof a rich old man who has no 
children;' the wife, the relations, the priefts of 
the tick king, and even the officers appointed to 
receive the laft commands of thofe who are 
dying, befet him on all fides to get a favourable 
word from him. Some of the inheritors agree 
to divide the fpoils, and others prepare to 
difpute them. 

Lewis XIV. and the emperor Leopold were 
in the fame degree of confanjguinity ; they were 
both grandfons to Philip IIL and both had mar- 
ried daughters of Philip IV. therefore Monfeig- 
jieur the^ dauphin, the king's fon, and Jofeph 
king of the Romans, fon to the emperor, were 
doubly in '^e fame degree. The right of elder- 
fliip was in the houfe of France, the king and 
Monfeigneur being fons of the elder daughters : 
but the Imperial houfe reckoned as rights, firft 
the formal renunciation to the crown of Spain, 
made and ratified by Lewis XIII. and Lewis 
XIV. with the name of Auftria ; the blood of 
Maximilian, from whence Leopold and Charles 
^U. were deftended ; the almoil perpetual union 
which had fubfifted between the two branches . 
of the houfe of Auflria j the flill more conflant 
hatred of thofe two branches againft the Bour- 
bons J 
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b^ns ; the ayerfion which the Spanifli nation 
bad at that time to the French ; and laftly, the 
fecret fprings of the policy which governed the 
Spanifh council. 

Nothing at that time Teemed more natural 
than to perpetuate the throne of Spain in the 
houfe of Auftria ; all Europe expeSed this be- 
fore the peace of Ryfwick, but the weaicnefs of 
Charles II. had difturbed this order of fucceffioii 
in the year 1696, and the Auftrian houfe had 
been already facrificed in fecret. The king of 
Spain had a grand-nephew, fon to Maximilian 
Mary, eleftor of Bavaria j the king's mother, 
who was ftill living, was great-grandmother to 
this young prince of Bavaria, who was then 
about four years old ; and this princefs, not- 
withftanding that £he herfelf was of the houfe 
of Auftria, being daughter of the emperor Fer- 
dinand III. prevailed on her fon to difinherit the 
Imperial family, in confequence of a pique (he 
had entertained againft the court of Vienna. 
She therefore caft her eyes on the prince of Ba- 
varia, though hardly out of his cradle, and def- 
tined him to the Spanifli monarchy, and that of 
the new world. Charles II. who was then en- 
tirely governed by her *, made a private will in 
the year 1696, in favour of the ele<^oral prince 
of Bavaria ; but having afterwards loft hi^ mo- 
ther, he was governed by his wife Mariana, of 
Bavaria Newbourg. This Bavarian princefs, 
who was fifter-in-law to the emperor Leopold, 
bad as great an attachment to the .houfe of Au- 
ftria, as the Auftrian queen-mother had to that 

* See de Torcy*8 memoin« Vol. I. page 15. 

. ^ H4 of 
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of Bavaria. Thus the natural courfe of things 
was all along inverted in this affair, which con- 
cerned the moft ex ten five monarchy in the' 
world. Mariana of Bavaria procured that will 
to be dcftroyed, by which the young prince of 
Bavaria ^vas called to the fucceffion, and ob- 
tained a promife from the king, that he would 
never have any otlipr heir than a fon of the em-- 
peror Leopold, and would not name the houfe 
of Auftria. Matters were on this footing at 
♦the peace of Ryfwick. The kings of France 
and Auftria were equally fearful and fufpicious- 
of each other, and had likewife Europe to fear. 
England and Holland, two powerful ftates, 
whofe intereft it was to maintain the balance of 
power between crowned heads, would never fuf- 
fer, that the fame head which wore the crown 
of Spain, fhould likewife wear that of France 
or the empire*. 

It is ndf pofitively known who it was that 
firft conceived the notion of making the pre- 
mature, and unheard of partition of theSpantfh- 
monarchy, during the life-time of Charleg IL 
Moft probably it was the minifter Torci, for iff 
was him who firft opened it to Bentinck earl 
of Portland, ambaflTador from William III. to* 
Lewis XIV. 
i6q8 ^^^S William entered with great 

^ alacrity into this new projed ; and, 
in concert with the count de Taliard at the 
Hague,' difpofed of the Spanilh fucceffion. To 
the young prince of Bavaria they gave Spaiiv 
snd the £aft-Indies, without knowing that 

* The reisning emptfror it the Ton of this Leopold. 

Charl^ 
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Charles IL had before that beqaeathed to 
him^ail his dominions. The dauphin, ion of 
Lewfs XIV. was to have Naples, Sicily, and 
the province of Guipufcoa, together with fome 
few towns. The archduke Charles, fecond 
fon' to the emperor Leopold, had only the 
dutchy of Milan given him, and nothing w^ 
alotted for the archduke Jofeph, Leopold's 
eldeft fon, and heir to the empire. 

The deftiny of a part of Europe, and the 
half of America, thus fettled, Lewis promifed 
by this treaty of partition, to renounce the 
entire fucceffion to the Spanifh dominions ; the 
dauphin promifed and figned the fame thing. 
France thought to make an addition to its ter- 
ritories ; England and Holland had in view to 
fettle the peace of a part of Europe ; but all 
thefe politics were vain. The dying king be- 
ing informed in what manner they were tearing 
his monarchy in pieces during his life-time, was 
filled with indignation. It was generally ex* 
peded, that upon hearing this news, he would 
declare either the emperor or one of his fons 
his fucceflbr, as a reward for his not having 
intermeddled in this fliameful partition; and 
that be would make fuch a will as the boufe of 
Auftria (hould di£late to him. He did in- ^^ 
deed make a will, but he, a fecond time, .(. o 
declared the prince of Bavaria fole heir to ^ 
his dominions. The Spanifti nation, who 
dreaded -nothing ib much as the difmembering 
ef its nK)nar€hy, applauded the difpofition the 
king had made, which feemed calculated to 
bring about a peace. This hope likewife prov- 
%d as vain as the treaty of Dartitioii. The 
Hs ^^^ ''V^ prince 
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prince of Bavaria, the intended king> died at 
JBruffels *. 

The houfe of Auftria was unjuftly charged 
with the fudden death of this prince, merely 
from the probability that thofe will be guilty 
of crimes, to whom crimes are ufeful ; and 
new intrigues began to be revived again at the 
courts of Madrid, Vienna, Verfailles, London, 
the Hague, and Rome. 

. Lewis XIV. king William, and the ftatcs- 
general, difpofed once more of the Spaiiifli 
* J , monarchy in idea, and affignedto arch- 
arch, j^j^^ Charles, the emperor's youngeft 
^7^ fon, that part which they had before 
given to the infant, lately dead. 

They gave Milan to the duke of Lorraine, 
and Lorraine, fo often invaded, and fo often 
reftored again by France, was to be annexed 
to it for ever. This treaty, which fet the 
politics of all the princes at work, to thwart 
or fupport it, proved as ufelefs as the firft. 

* The author of the biftory of Lewis XIV, had men- 
tioned the mofl of thefe particulars, then new and ytry jn* 
tereftin^, a long time before the memoirs of the marquis de 
Torcy made their appearance; and thefe memoirs have at 
length confirmed all the fa&s alledged in this biftory. 

Tl)e fcandalous reports which were propagated on the 
death of the electoral prince of Bavari^ are no longer re- 
peated by writers of any Jauthority. In the pretended me- 
moirs of Mad. de Maintenon, Tom V. pag. 6, we meet 
with thefe words j ** The court of Vienna, which had al- . 
ways been tainted with Machiavelian maxims, and was fuf- 
peded of employing poifoners to retrieve the miftakes of itt 
minifters,** It would feem by this expreffion, that the 
court of Vienna had always kept poifoners in a kind of 
office, the fame as their huflars and dragoons. We think 
it our duty to take notice of fuch indecent expreifions, and 
•ontracU^ fucK xalumnies. 

Europe 
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Europe was again deceived in its attempt, as 
almoft always happens. 

When this treaty of partition was offered to 
the emperor to fign, he refufed, becaufe he was 
in hopes of having the intire fucceffion. The 
French king, who had ftrongly preffed the fign- 
jngit, waited in uncertainty for the event. 

The king of Spain, who faw himfelf at the 
point of death, in the flower of his age, 
was for beftowing all his dominions on the 
archduke Charles, his queen's nephew, and 
fecond fon to the emperor Leopold : he did not 
dare to leave them to the eldeft fon, fo preva- 
lent was the fyftem of a balance of power in all 
minds, and fo certain was it, that the apprehen- 
lion of feeing Spain, the Indies, the empire, 
Hungary, Bohemia, and Lombardy, in th^ 
fame hands, was about to arm all Eurdpe.' 
Charles II. wanted the emperor Leopold to fend 
his fecond fon Charles to Madrid, at the head 
of ten thoufand men ; but neither France, Eng- 
land, the ftates-general, nor Italy, would have 
permitted fuch a ftep to be taken at that time j 
every one was for the partition. The emperor 
would not fend his fon alone, to be at the 
mercy of the Spanifli council, and he could not 
tranfport ten thoufand men thither : he only 
wanted to march troops into Italy, to fecure 
that part of the Auftrian-Spanifh monarchy. 
There now happened in the moft important 
of, concerns between two great princes, what 
happens every day between private perfons in 
the moft trifling affairs : they difputed, they 
grew warm ; the Caftilian haughtinefs was 
offended by the German pride. The countefs 
q{ Perlita^ who governed the wife of tfee dyiaa. 
H6 " kinl. 
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kingy alienated tbd minds t>t tbofe in Madrid, 
whom (he ought to have won over, and the 
court of Vienna difgufted them ftiU more by 
its haughtinefs* 

The youne archduke, who was afterwards 
the emperor Charles VI. ufed never to mention 
the Spaniards but with (othe opprobrious ap* 
pellation. tie theft experienced how iftcum* 
bent it is on prince^ to weigh all their WDrds* 
The biftiop of Lerida, who Wis ambaflarior 
from the court of Madrid to that of Vienna, 
on fome occaiion of diflike againft the Ger- 
mans,^ coUeded thefe expref&ons, and tranf- 
mftted them with exaggerations to his court 
in his difpatches, and even treated the Auftriar^ 
touncil more injurioufly in his letters, than the 
archduke had done the Spaniards by his fpeeches* 
*^ Leopold's minifters, faid he, have underhand* 
ings like the horns of the goats in my country, 
fmall, hard, and crookeil." This letter was 
made public. The bifhop of Lerida was re- 
called, and at his return to Madrid he doubly 
encreafcd the averfion which his countrymen 
had to the Germans. 

. While the Auftrian party made itfelf thus 
hated by the court of Madrid, the marquis, 
i^ter mar(hal duke of Harcourt, the French am* 
baflador, gained all hearts by his prodigious 
magnificence, his dexterity, and perfeft know- 
ledge in the art of pleafing. He was the firft 
who changed into benevolence that antipathy 
which the opanifh nation had nourilhed againit 
the French, ever fince the reign of Ferdinand 
the Catholic, and by his prudent conduct laid 
the foundation for that period, when France 
and Spain renewed the ancient bonds by which 

they 
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^ey wete united before the time of that Fer- 
dinands '< Crown with crown, nation with 
nation, and man with man.^ He brought the 
Spaniib court to have an affefiion for th« houfe 
of France, its natnifters to be no longer ftartled 
at the renunciations made by Maria Therefa, 
and Anne of Auftria, and the king himfelf to 
waver between his own houfe andthatof Bour<- 
bon. He was therefore the primum mobile of 
the greateft change in the adminiftration, and 
the minds of the people in general. But this 
change was as yet at a confiderable diftance. 
The emperor employed entreaties and threats. 
The ki|ig of France reprefented his rights, but 
without venturing to. afk the entire iuccefBon 
for bis grandfon. 

The council of Madrid were as yet undeter- 
mined which fide to take, and Charles IL who 
was every day drawing nearer to his grave, was 
in equal uncertainty. Leopold in a pjque re- 
called hisKambaflador, the count de Harracah, 
from Madrid, but foon afterwards he fent him 
back again, and then the hopes in favour of 
the houfe of Auftria were revived. The king 
of Spain wrote to the emperor that he would 
cbufe the archduke for his fucceflbr. Then 
the French king fehreafhed in his turn, aflem- 
bled an army on the frontiers of Spain, and the 
marquis of Harcourt was recalled from his em- 
baiTy, to command thefe forces, leaving only 
an officer of foot at the court of Madrid, who 
had fcrved as fecretary to the embafiy, and now 
remained in quality of refident, as de Torci 
tells tts« Thus the dying king, threatned al- 
ternately by thofe who pretended to the fuc- 
ccffioii) and plainly perceiving that the hour of 
, hi« 
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his death would be that of a bloody war, and 
that his dominions were on the point of being 
torn in pieces, drew towards his end comfort- 
lefs, irrefolute, and i involved in difquietudes. 

.In this violent crifis of affairs, cardinal Por* 
tocarrero, archbifbip of Toledo, the count of 
Monterey, and others of the Spanifli grandees, 
determined to fave their country, and joine4 
together to prevent the difmembring of. the 
monarchy. Their hatred to theAuftrian go- 
vernment added a double weight to reafons of 
ftate in their breafts, and did the court of 
France the moft cfiential fervice without her 
knowing it. They perfuaded Charles. II. to 
prefer the grandfon of Lewis XIV. to a prince 
at fo great a diftance from them, and incapable 
of defending them. This was not an invali- 
dation of the folemn renunciations of the Spa- 
nifli crown made by the qiother and wife of 
Lewis XIV. becaufe thefe had been made only 
to prevent the elder fons of their defcendants 
from uniting the two kingdoms under one rule ; 
and here it was an elder . fon that was chofen. 
It was at the fame time doing juftice to the 
rights of blood, and preferving the Spanifli mo- 
narchy from a partition. The fcrupulous king 
caufed all his divines tc be confulted on this 
head, who were all of opinion with the council j 
and ill as he was, wrote a letter with his own 
hand, to i pope Innocent XII. propofing the 
fame cafe to him. The pope, who thought 
the liberty of Italy depended upon the weak- 
ning of the houfe of Auflria, wrote back to the 
king, *^ That the laws of Spain, and the good 
of Chriftendom required of him to give the 
preference to the houfe of France.'* This ktter 

of 
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of the pope's was dated July i6j 1700. He 
treated this cafe of confcience propofed by a 
fovereign, as an affair of ftate ; while the king 
of Spain made a cafe of confcience of an im- 
portant affair of ftate^ , 

Lewis XIV. was informed of thefe difpofi- 
tions by cardinal de Janfon, who then refided at 
Rome, and this was all the (hare that the court 
of Verfailles had in this event. Six months 
had paifed without there being any ambaffador 
at the court of Madrid. This was perhaps a 
fault ; but perhaps alfb this very fault fecured 
the Spanifh monarchy in the houfe of France. 
The king of Spain then made his third will, 
Ihat was for a long time thought to be the only 
one, and by which he bequeathed all his do* 
minions to the duke of Anjou *. 

It was generally thought in Europe that this 
will of Charles IL had been dictated at Ver- 
failles. The- dying king confulted only the 
intereft of his kingdom, and the wifhes and 
even fears of his people ; for the French king 
had ordered his troops to advance to the fron- 
tiers, in order to fecure to himfelf a part of the 
inheritance, at the time the dying king deter- 
mined to leave him the whole. Nothing is 
more true than that the reputation of Lewis 
XIV. and the notion of his power, were the 

* Some memoirs tell us that cardinal Portocarrero pre- 
vailed on the king to fign this will when he was dying, and 
give us a long fpeech which the prelate made tb this mo-, 
narcb, to engage hhn to comply \«t;h his requeft. But it 
is eafily perceived that every thing had been prepared and 
djfpofed for this in the month of July preceding. Befides,' 
who could know what cardinal Portocarrero faid to the 
king when they wcrd in prirate togctber ? 

only 
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only negotiations that completed this great le- 
Tolution. 

Charles of Auftria, after having figned the 
mill of his houfe, and the aggrandiaement of 
that of France, languifbed about a month 
longer, when he ended, at the age of thirty- 
nine, the obfi;;ure life he had led while on the 
throne. It may perhaps not be altogether 
ufelcfs towards giving an infight into the hu- 
man mind, to mention, that this monarch, a 
few months before his death, caufed the tombs 
of his mother and bis firft wife, Maria- Louifk 
of Orleans, to the poifoning of whom he was 
fufpeded to have been privy*, to be opened, 
and kifTed the remains of their dead bodies^ 
In this he either followed the example of 
fome of the ancient kings of Spain, or was 
willing to accuftom himfelf to the horrors of 
death, or from a'fecret fuperftition thought 
that opening thefe tombs would retard the 
hour in which he was to be carried to his 
own. 

This prince was from his birth as weak in 
mind as body ; and this weaknefs had fpread 
itfelf through his dominions. It is the fate of 
monarchies to have their profperity depend 
upon the difpofition of a fingle man. Charles 
II. had been brought up in fuch profound ig« 
norance, that when the French were befieging 
Mons, he thought that place had belonged to 
the kingof England. He neither knew where<^ 
abouts Flanders lay, nor what place belonged 
to him there %. This king left the duke of 

• 8«e the Chapter of aneodotesi 

% See de Torci*s Usmmit, Tom. I, pago zz. 

Anjou 
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Anjou all his dominions, without knowing 
what he had given him. 

His will was kept (o fccret that the count de 
Harrac, the emperor's ambaffador, ftill flattered 
himfelf that the archduke wouid be acknow- 
ledged his fucceflbr. He waited a long time 
for the ifl'ue of the great council, which was 
held immediately upon th^ king's death ; at 
length feeing the duke of Abrantes coming to- 
wards him with open arms, he made fure in 
that inftant that the archduke was king, when 
the duke embracing him, accofted him thus : 
Fengo adexpedir me de la cafa de Auftria. ** I am 
come to take my leave of the boufe of Auftria/* 

Thus, after two hundred years of war and 
negociations, forfome few frontier towns of the 
Spanifli. dominions, the houfe of France, by the 
fing^ ftroke of a pen, was put in poflfeiEon of 
the whole monafchy, without treaties, without 
intiigues, and even without having entertained 
hope^ of the fucceffion. We thought ooriclves 
eUiged to bring to light the fimpk truth of a 
b& whicfa has till now been obfcilred by (b 
odany ftatefmen and hiftorians, led away by 
their own prejudices, and by appearances, 
that are almbft always fallacious. What we 
find related. in a number of books concerning 
the fums of money diftributed by the marihal 
d'Harcourt, and the bribing of the Spanifh mi- 
nifters toget thi« will figned, may be ranked in 
the number of political lies and popular errorsi 
Bot the king of Spain, in chuflng for his fuc-^ 
« ccflbr the grand-fon of a king who had fo long 
be«n his en^my, had always in view the con*- 
Sequences that naturally follow from a notion 
of a general equilibrium of power. The duke 

of 
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of Anjou, Lewis XIV's grand-fon, was calletJ 
to the Spanifh fucceffion, only becaufc he could 
never pretend to the crown of France ; and in 
this very will, by which, in default of younger 
children of the blood of Lewis XiV. the arch- 
duke Charles, (afterwards the emperor Charles 
VL) is called to the fucceffion, it is exprefly 
declared, that the empire and Spain fhall never 
be united under one fovereign. 

Lewis XIV. might ftill have abided by the 
treaty of partition, which was profitable for 
France, or he might have accepted the will, 
which was to the advantage of his family. This 
Nov T T *^*^^^^ w^s actually in debate in an 
'' extraordinary counciL The chan- 
' cellor,;Pbntchartrain, and the duke 

of Beguvilliers, were of opinion to abide by the 
treaty, as forefeeing the danger of having a 
new war to fupport. Lewis faw nothing like- 
this; but he was accuftomed not to fear war. 
He therefore accepted the will, and as he was 
coming out of the council, meeting the prin- 
cefs of Conti, with madame the dutchefs j 
♦' Well, faid be to them fmiling, on which 
fide are you ?" and then without giving them 
time to reply, ** Which foever fide 1 take, 
added he, I am ftire to be blamed *." 

The 



. * Notwithftanding the juft contempt in which the pre-* 
tended memoirs of madame de Maintenon are held through- 
out France, we think it neceflary to acquaint ftrangert 
that every thing there faid relating to this will, is entirely 
falfe. The author pretends, that when the Spanifii am- 
baflfador prefented the will of Charles 11. to Lewife, that 
prince replied, " We (hall confider of it.** Certainly the 
king never made fo extraordinary a reply^ fince by the 

naar* 
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The aSions of kmgs, though often extra- 
vagantly flattered, are likewife liable to the 
fevereft ftrifiures, infomuch that the king 
of England himfelf underwent the reproaches 
of his parliament, and his minifters were pro- 
fecuted for having been concerned in the treaty 
of partition. The Englifh, who reafon better 
than any other nation, but who frequently fuf- 
fer the rage of party fpirit to extinguifli that 
reafon, exclaimed unanimoufly both againft 
William, who had made this treaty, and againft 
Lewis, who had broke it. 

Europe at firft feemed loft in furprife, and 
unable to beftir itfelf when it faw the Spaniflx 
monarchy become fubjeft to France, whofe 
rival it had been for above three hundred years. 
Lewis XIV. feemed the moft fortunate and 
powerful monarch in the world. He faw him- 
ielf, at the age of fixty-two, furrounded with a 
numerous pofterity, and one of his grand-fons 
oing to rule, under his orders, the kingdom of 
pain, America, one half of Italy, and the Low 
Countries. The emperor as yet could do nor- 
thing but complain. 

King William, now fifty-two years of age, 
infirm and feeble, no longer appeared the for- 
midable enemy he had been. He could not 
make war without the confent of his parlia- 



marquis de Torci*s confeflion» the Spanifh ambalTador had 
not his audience of Lewis XIV. till after the holding of 
the council in which the will was accepted. 

The minifter who then refidcd in Spain from the French 
covin, was named BJ^cour/and not Belcour j and the Spa- 
nifh ambadador^s name was Ca<lel dos Rios, and not Rius. 
The.anfwer made by the king to this ambaflador never 
had rxiilence but in this idle r()mance. 

ment 5 
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Aient ; and Lewis had taken care to fend fuihs 
of money over to England, with a view 
to purchafe feveral votes in that aflembly. 
William, and the Dutch, not being ftrong 
enough to declare themfelves, wrote to Philip 
V. as to the lawful king of Spain. Lewis XIV, 
was fure of the eleftor of Bavaria, father to the 
young prince, lately deceafcd, who had been 
appointed king. This eleftor, who governed 
the Netherlands in the name of the deceafed 
king, Charles IL immediately fecured the puf- 
fef&on of Flanders to Philip V. and left a paf- 
fage open for the French army through his elec- 
torate to the capital of Germany, in cafe the 
emperor (hould venture to declare war. The 
eleftor of Cologne, brother to the elcftor of 
Bavaria, was as intimately conneftcd with 
France as his brother, and thefe two princes 
feemcd to aft with reafon on their fide. The 
party of the houfe of Bourbon was at that time 
without comparjfon the ftrongeft. The duk^ 
of Savoy, already father-in-law to the duke of 
Burgundy, was going to be the fame to the 
king of Spain, and was to have the command 
of the French forces in Italy. It was hardly 
imagined then that the father of the dutchefs of 
Burgundy and the queen of Spain, would ever 
make war upon his two fons-in-law. 

The duke of Mantua, who had been fold to 
France by his minifter, now fdd himfelf, and 
received a French garrifon imo Mantua, The 
dutchy of Milan acknowledged Lewis's grand- 
fon without hefitation; and even Portugal, 
who was naturally the enemy of Spain^ imme- 
diately joined with it. In a word, from Gib« 
raltar to Antwerp, and from the Danube to 
• Na- 
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Naples, all feemed to be at the devotbn of tbe 
Bourbons* The king was fo elated with his 
pro^erity, that talking with the duke of Roche- 
foucault one day, on the fubjeft of the propo- 
fals' which the emperot made him at that time, 
he expreflsd hinafelf thus : "You will find 
them ftill inorc infolent than you have been 
told*." 

King William, who to the hour of his death 
continued an enemy to Lewis XIV. promifed 
the emperor to arm England and Holland in 
his caufe : he tikewife engaged t;he court of 
Denmark in his intereft : at length he figned 
at the Hague that league which had been al- 
ready fct on foot againft the houfe of « 
France. The king however was not ^ * 
much furprifed at this, and depending ' 
upon the divifions he hoped to caufe in the 
EngHfti parliament, by the money he had fent 
over, and ftill more on the united forces of 
France and Spain, feemed to defpife his enc* 
mies. 

At this time, king James died at St. Ger- 
main. Lewis might on this occafion have 
paid what appeared due to decency and good 
politics, in not too haftily acknowledging the 
prince of Wales for king of England, after 
having already acknowledged William's title 
by the peace of Ryfwick* He was at firft de- 
termined, from an emotion of pure generoftty, 
to give the fon of king James the confolation 
of a title and dignity which his unfortunate 

• Atlesft this is what we find related by Mr. Dangeav^ 
in his nanttfcript mtmoirs, tbovgh they «re not always 
ftriaiy tnie. 

father 
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had bore till the hour of bis death, and^ which 
the treaty of Ryfwick did not take .from him. 
The principal mioifters of the council however 
were all of a different opinion. The duke of 
Beauvilliers efpecially, fet forth, in th^ moft 
eloquent, manner, the many fcourges of war 
which were likely to be the confequence of fo 
dangerous a magnanimity. This nobleman 
was governor to the duke of Burgundy, and in 
every thing thought like that prince's preceptor, 
the famous archbiihop of Cambrai, fo well 
known by his humane maxims of government, 
and the preference he gave to the interefts of 
the people, over the grandeur of the monarch. 
The marquis de Torci enforced as a politician 
what the duke de Beauvilliers had advanced as a 
citizen. He reprefented how impolitic it was 
to incenfe the Englifb nation by i'o raih a (lep. 
Lewis yielded to the opinion of his council, and 
refolved not to acknowledge the fon of James 11. 
as king. The fame day Mary of Modena, 
widow to the deceafed James, went to madame 
de Maintenon's apartments to fpeak with Lewis 
XIV. She found him there, and with a flood 
of tears conjured him not to treat her fon, her- 
felf, and the memory of a king he had pro- 
tected, with fo much indignity as to refufc a 
title, the only remains of all their former great- 
nefs. She obferved, that as her fon had always 
received the honours of a prince of Wales, he 
ought to be treated as king after the death 
of his father ; and that even William himfelf 
could not complain of this, provided he was 
left to enjoy his ufurpation. To thefe argu- 
ments (he added others, which concerned the 
intereft and glory of Lewis XiV. She repre- 
fented 



itized by Google 



LEWIS XIV. 167 

lented to him that whether he acknowledged 
the fon of James IL or not, the.Englifh would 
neverthelefs declare againft France; and that he 
would only feel the vexation of having facri- 
ficed the moft noble fentiments to a fruitlefs pre- 
caution. Thefc reprefentations and tears were 
powerfully feconded by madarae de Maintenon. 
The king refumed his former fentiments, and 
the noble refohition of protedting diftrefled 
kings to the utmoft of his power. In a word, 
James III. was acknowledged the fame day 
that it had been determined in council not to 
acknowledge him. 

The marquis de Torci has frequently owned 
this remarkable anecdote; he has not indeed 
inferted it in his memoirs, becaufe (as he 
himfelf obferves) he thought it was not to 
the honour of his matter, to be prevailed upon 
by two women, to alter a*refolution which had 
been taken in his council. Some Englrfh gen- 
tlemen* have told me, that had it not been for 
this ftep, their parliament might not perhaps 
have taken part againft the houfes of Bourbon 
and Auftria ; but that this acknowledging as 

• Attioti^ others, my lord Bolingbroke, who in his me- 
moirs has ilrice juftified all that the author of the Age of 
Lewis XIV, advances. See his letters. Vol. II. page 56. 
Mr. de Torci is of the fame opinion in his memoirs : he 
fays, Vol, 1. page 164, ** The king's refolution to acknow- 
ledge the prince of Wales for king of England, wrought a 
change in the difpofitions which a great part of the nation 
ihewed towards prefervihg the peace, &c/* Lord Boling- 
broke fays, in his letters, that Lewis XIV. acknowledged 
the pretender " through female importunities/* Thcfe arc 
fufficient proofs how induftriouily the author of the Age of 
Lewis 'XIV^ has fought after the truth, and with what can- 
dour h0 has related it* 

their 
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^ir kifig a peifon ^kom tbey bad Isaniiked, 
appeared an infult oSkvtd to the nation, and an 
Ait9nipttowards)eKerci(tog:an abfolute authority 
jover Europe. The fpirit of freedom which t'hen 
prevailed among the £ngliih> and that was not a 
little encx)eafed by the hatred they bore to Lewis, 
i»a .account of his great. poy^er, made the na- 
tion contribute with chearfulnefs to all the fup- 
plies which William demanded. 

It appears more probable that the Engl ifli 
would haye declared waragainft Lewis XIV. 
(Cven though he had refufed the empty title of 
king to the fon of James II. His grandfon being 
in poi&ffion of the Spanifli monarchy feemed 
.alone fufficient to arm all the maritime powers 
againft him. A few members of the houfe of 
commons bribed to favour his caufe, could ne- 
ver have oppofed the torrent of the nation. It 
remains to be decided, whether madam de Main- 
tenon judged better than the French council, 
and whether Lewis XIV. was in the right to 
.indulge the pride and fenfibility of his foul ? 

The emperor Leopold firft began this war in 
Italy, in the fpring of the yeari70J. Italy 
Jhas^ways been the favourite obje^ in all the 
concerns of the emperors. He knew his amis 
could more eafily penetrate here through the 
Tirolefe and the Venetian ftatc ; for Venice, 
though neuter in appearance, ftillincUned more 
to the houfe of Auftria than to that of France, 
and being moreover obliged by: treaties to allow 
a paffage to the German troops, flie found no 
great ^fficulty to accomplifh thefe treaties. 

The emperor, before he ventured to. attack 
Lewis.XIV.^n the fide of Germany, .waited 
till the Germanic body began to ftir in his ^£i- 

vout. 
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▼oxin He had good intelligence in the Spanilh 
court, and even a party there j but neither of 
thefe couid prove of fervice without the pre- 
lence of one of his fons, and he could iiot be 
tranfported thither but w^ith the ai&ftapce of the 
Engliih and Dutch fleets. Iting William haf- 
tened the neceiTary preparations ; his foul more 
a£tive than ever, in a feeble and almoft lifelefs 
body, fet every thing in motion ; not fo much 
with a view to ferve the houfe of Auftria as to 
humble Lewis XIV. 

He was to have headed the armies himfelf, at 
the beginning of the year 1702 ; but death pre* 
vented bis defign« A fall from his ivyr l /; 
faorfe completed the diforddr of his ^^^^^^^^s 
enfeebled organs, and a flight fever ^"^ 
carried him oiF. He died without making any 
reply to what the Englifh clergymen ♦ who at- 
tended at his bed-fide faid to him in relation to 
their religion, and (hewed no concern but for 
the affairs of Euri^e. 

. He left behind him the charafier of a great 
politician though he was never popular, and a 
formidable general though he had loft fo many 
battles ; always circumfpe£l in his condu£l, and 
Spirited only in the day of battle ; he reigned 
peaceably in England merely becaufe he did not 

* Our author is in this place miftaken. Inftead of (hevtr* 
ing any foticitude about the affairs of Europe^ he paid 
little or no attention to the Earl of Albemarle, juft arrived 
Crom Holland, vfhen he explained to him in private the po- 
fture of affairs upon the continent s all the anfwer be mader 
ifvas, ye tire vers majtn, " My life draws near a clofe,'* He 
conferred on fpiritual matters with archbifhop Tennifon 
«nd bi(hop Burnet> and received the facrampnt with great 
ikkVotion^ 

Vol. VII, I attempt 
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attempt to be ab(blute ; he was called the Eng* 
liih ftadtholder and the Dutch king ; he un- 
derftood all the European languages, but fpoke 
none of them well, as he had a much greater 
ihare of reflection than imagination ; he affec- 
ted to hate flatterers and flattery, perhaps be- 
caufe Lewis XIV. feemed to take rather too 
much pleafure in them. His reputation vras of 
a different kind from that of the French mo* 
narch ; thofe who admired mofl the advantage 
of having acquired a kingdom without any na- 
tural right, and of maintaining the rule over a 
people without being beloved by them ; of hav- 
ing governed Holland with all the authority of 
a fovereign, without enflaving it ; of having been 
the foul and head of one half of Europe, without 
poifeiSng the talents of a general, or the courage 
of a foldier ; of never having perfecuted any one 
on the fcore of religion -, of having a contempt 
for thp fliperflitious prejudices of mankind ; 
of having been fimpleand moderate in his man<« 
jiers ; fuch I fay will doubtlefs give the title of 
great to William, rather than to Lewis : while 
thofe who are more delighted with the plea- 
fures of a brilliant court, with magnificence, 
with the prote£tiop given to the arts, with a 
zeal for the public good *, a thirfl /or glory, and 
a talent for reigning, who are more ilruck 

with 

• In what (hape I^wis XIV. could be faid to bo zealous 
for the public good, we cannot conceive ; he whofe cri- 
minal ambition impoveriftied his kingdom, and reduced his 
ffubjed^s to mifery. As to his ulent for reigning we ihall 
only obferve, that, after Richelieu had reduced the power 
of the nobles, and Colbert had enriched ^he kingdom with 
ccmmerce, as well as eilabliihed the plan of internal go- 
\einment, it was a very eafy matter to mainUin authority 

an4 
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with the lofty manner in which minifters and 
generals added whole provinces to France, only 
on an order from their king; who are more 
aftonifhed to fee a flngleftate make head againft 
fo many powers ; who have greater efteem for 
a kin^ of France that procures the kingdom of 
Spain for his grandfon, than for a fon in-law 
who dethrones his wife's father; in a word, 
thofe who admire more the protedor than the 
|>erfecutor of king James, fuch will give jL^w;ijS 
the preference. 

To William III. fucceeded the princefsA|>ne, 
daughter to king James by the daughter d 
Lawyer Hyde, afterwards chancellor and one 
of the principal men of the kingdom. . She v/as 
married to the prince of Denmark, who ranked 
only as the firft fubjed in the kingdom. As 
foon as {he came to the crown, flie adopted all 
the meafures of her predeceflbr king William, 
though ihe had been at open variance with him 
during his life. Thefe meafures were thofe of 
the nation. In other kingdoms, a prince obliges 
Jiis people to enter blindly into M his views ; 
-but at London a king mufk enter into thofe of 
his people *. 

The difpofitions made by England and Hol* 
land for placing, if poffible, the archduke Charles, 
fon to the emperor Leopold, on the throne of 
Spain, or at haA to.oppofe the eftablifhment of 
the Bourbon family, were fuch as perhaps may 
be faid to merit the attention of all ages. 

and order in a nation of ilaves« overawed by a (landing 
Army of above four iiundred thbafand ruffians^ inured to 
blood and rapine. - 
* Witnefs this ai^d the laft war upon the contaiient» 

li The 
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The Dutch on their fides were to maintain aa 
army of one hundred and twothoufand men in 
pay, either in garrifon or in the field. This 
was much more than the' vaft Spaniih monarchy 
could furniih at that time : a province of mer- 
chants, who, thirty years before, had been al- 
moft totally fubdued in the fpace of two months, 
could now do more than the mafters of Spain, 
Naples, Flanders, Peru, and Mexico* £ngr 
land'promifed to furnifh forty thoufaad men. 
It happens in moft alliances, that^ in the long 
run, the parties concerned fall fhort of their 
promlfed quotas i but England, on. the contrary, 
fumiihed fifty thoufand men the fecond year in*- 
Aead of forty, which fhe had promi&d $ and, in 
the latter part of the war, fhe bad in pay, on 
the frontiers of France, in Spain, Italy, Ire- 
land, America, and on board her fleet, up« 
wards of one hundred and twenty thoufand 
fighting mttiy foldiers and failors, partly her 
own troops, partly tfiofe of her allies j an ex- 
pence which appears almoft incredible to thofe 
who refled, that England, properly fo calkd, 
is not a third fo large ^ France^ and has not 
one half the quantity of coin ; but will appear 
probable in the eyes of thofe who know what 
trade and credit can dp. The Engliih always 
bore the greateft ibare of the burthen in this 
alliance, while the Dutch infenftbly l^flened 
theirs ; for after all, the republic of the fiatet« 
general is only an illuftrious trading company^ 
whereas England is a fruitful eiHmtry abo«iiid^ 
iiigin merchants and foldiers. • 

The emperor was to furnifh eighty thoufend 
tnen^. exdufive of the fuccouts of the empire, 
9^i thofe allies whgmjhe hoped to detatch from 

the 
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t!i9 honk of Bdurfaaii $ iiid yiet the gratidfon 
of Lewis XIV #' wa($ already feated peaceably 
on his throne at Madrid, and Lewi»^ at the 
beginning of the century, was at die zenkb of 
his power and glory : but thofe who penetrate 
ed into the refources of the feveral courts of 
Europe, ai^ efpeciaUy that of France^ began 
to fear fome reverfe* Spain, that bad beeit 
weakened under the laft kings of the race of 
Charks V. was ftill more feeble during the 
early part of the reign of the Bourbons^ The 
houfe of Auftria ha4 partifans in feveral pro-^ 
Yinces of this monarchy; Cataionis Teemed 
yeady tGKibake off the new yoke, and adcnow* 
ledge the archduke Chailea* It was impoffible 
hut that Portugal muft iboner or later, fide 
mth the boufe of Auftria* It was plainly ita 
«ntereft to effcooraee aciiril war among the 
Spaniaids, its natard enemies, that might turn 
to the advantage of lifbon. The duke of Sa^ 
Voy, lately bea»iie father-in*Iaw to the new 
tmg of Speinf and lii^ced taihe Bourbons h^ 
tiie ties (^ blood as well as treaties, feemed al^ 
•ready di^eafed with bis foas-in-law. Fifty 
:thoufiuid crowns per month, afterwavds raifc^ 
^ two hundred thoufaiid franks, did not ap^* 
'Ipear a fufficiently valuable confideration to bind 
bim to their intereft ; he wanted at leaftMont*^ 
ferrat, Mantua, and a part of the dulichy of 
MHuxt^ The haughty behaviour he met with 
from the French generals, and from the mi* 
miftry at VerfaiHes, made him apprehenfive^ 
•and not without reafon, that he fhould foon be 
beld for nothing by his two fons-in-law, who^ 
kept his dominions furrounded on 6very fide. 
He bad already quitted the emperor for France 
I J with- 
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without any ceremony} and it feem^d ttiore 
than probable, that, finding himfelf £o little re- 
garded by the latter, he would change fides the 
firft oportunity. 

As to the court of Lewis XIV. and his If ing- 
dom, nice fpirits already perceived a. change in 
them, which is only vifible to the grofler ones 
When the decline is far advanced. Tiie king, 
now upwards of fixty years of age, was grown 
more retired, and confequently knew lefs of 
mankind i he faw things at too great a diftance, 
and with eyes lefs difcernin^, and dazzled with 
profperity. Madame de Maintenon, with all 
the amiable qualities (he was miftrefs pf, had 
neither the ftrength, greatnefs, nor courage q[ 
mind, requifite for .fupporting the glory, of $, 
ftate : fhe was inftrinhental in procuring tl*e 
management of the finances in 1698, and th« 
department of war in 170 1, for her crjeature 
Chajnillard, who was m6re of the honeft man 
than the minifter, and had ingratiated hiipfelf 
with the king by his di/crieet condu^lr^ wh^^ ^ 
employed at St. Cyr; but, notwithfta^dinig; aj|i 
outward appearance of modefty, he had the 
misfortune to think himfelf capablie of bearing 
two burthens, which Colbert and Louyois ha^i 
with difficulty fupporttd feparatcly. The. king, 
depending upon his own experience, thought 
that hecould fuqcefsfuJly.dire^ his mini{|e^8 s an^ 
when Louvoi$ died, he ftid to king Jan\?s, "J 
have loft a good ^[iinifter, but neither your afFaii^s 
nor mine (hall go the worfe for it." When hp 
made choice of Barbefieux to fucceed Loi^voi^ 
as fccretary of war, he faid to him> ** I formed 
your father, and will form you." He ^xpref- 
ied himfelf much in the fame manner to Cha^ 

cpillard. 
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millard. A king who had been fo long engag-* 
ed in public affairs, and with fuch great fucce^, 
feemed t<<r have a rjghc to talk in this manner. 

In regard^ to the generals whom he employ- 
ed, they were frequently confined by the ftri6fc 
orders they received from him, like ambaiTadors 
who muft not depart from their inftrudions. 
He and ChamiUard direded the operations of 
the campaign in madame de Maintenon's clofet* 
If a general was 'defirous of executing any 
great undertaking, he was frequently obliged 
to difpatch a courier to court for permiflion, 
who at his return found the opportunity loft, or 
the general beaten. 

Military rewards and dignities were profufely 
lavifihed under Chamillard's adminiftration ; 
numbers of young perfons, hardly out of their 
leading-ftrings, were allowed to purchafe re- 
giments, which, with the enemy, was the re- 
ward of twenty years fervicc. This difFerence 
was very fenfibly felt on many occafions, in 
which an experienced officer might have pre- 
vented a total rout. ThecrolTesof theknighta 
of St. Lewis, ' a reward invented by the king 
in 1693, and then the' obje£t of emulatioa 
among the officers, were expofed to fale in the 
beginning of Chamillard's miniftry, and were 
to be bought for fifty crowns a-piece, at any of 
the war-offices. Military difcipline, the foul 
of fervicc, which had been fo ftridly kept up by 
Louvois had degenerated into a fatal remiflhefs; 
the companies were not complete in their num- 
ber of r»icn, nor the regiments in their officers. 
Henc3 arofe a defed, which, fuppofing an 
equality in other refpeAs, muft infallibly oc- 
csuion the lofs of all their battles i for, to have 
I 4 an 
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an equal extent of front with that of the enemjc^ 
lliey were obliged to oppofe weak battalions td 
ftrong and numeroua ones. The magazines 
were no longer fo well provided, nor at fuch 
convenient dtftances, nor were the arms fb well 
tempered as formerly. Thofe therefore wh<% 
perceived thefe defers in the adminiftration^ 
and knew what generals France had to deal 
with, trembled for her, even in the midft of 
thofe firft advantages which feemed to promife 
her greater fuccefs than ever*f. 

* The compiler of the memoirs of madam <le Maintenoa 
fays^ that, towardi the end of the foregoing war» the mar« 
qvit de Nangitj colonel of the king*s regiment^ told htm». 
^at he had no way to ftop the defertion of his foldiers but_ 
by knocking the darters on the head. It is worth while ta 
temark, thft thiemacqiiis de N^gis^ afterwards a maHhalj^ 
was not colonel of the king's regiment till the year 271 z. 

the fame author abufes the regiment of guards, whom h» 
calls Pierrots : ^e feems not to know how they diftinguifii« 
Sd tbemfelves at Valconr, Steinkirk, Nervinde, and at almofl 
mttry ficge. Hiftory (hould not be a fattre againii any body 
frf men, or ptiTate per<bns« 

f All thefe circumilanoes imply, that the foivner. pro^M^ 
rlty of Lewis was not owing to his own perfonal talcnis^ 
but entirely to the gi^at abilitiea of hli old minifiers and £(.« 
•enls^ wli» wen now na more* 
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The War of 170 1* Condiuft of Prince IftT' 
GENE, M»-{h^t VitL^Roi^ the Duke o^^ 

. VfiNDOWE, the Duke of Marj^bgrough^ 
and MAjtaRAL Villars i till the Year 

TH E firft general who ptrt 2 check to the fu- 
periority of the French ^ms was a French- 
*inan^ for fo we fliould call prince£ugene, tho'he 
WAS the grawdfonof Ch^fles Emanuel, duke of 
"Savoy : -his father, tjke count (ie Soiffons, had 
fettled laFrance, where he was lieutenant-gene- 
ral of.thp king's armies, and governor of Cham- 
pagne ; and married Orimpiaw^ncini, one of the 
nieces of cardiBalMazarin. Froin qa ^^^^ 
this ma.ch, fo unfortunate in other * ^^ 

refpeds^ was bom at Paris this prince, who ^af- 
terwards proved fo cbngerovis ^n adyeffaty to 
X^wis Xly» and was fp Jittle liy^qwn to hin:i i;i 
liiis youths He was kAowjn at fisft in France 
ifcy the name ef the Chevalier de .Carignan ; he 
afterwards took the petlt-col|et, and was called 
the Abbot of Savoy. It is (aid that h^e alkei 
the king for a regio^ent, whioh hi&majefty re- 
fuCed him, on account of his being too much 
connected with the princes of Ct)nti, who were 
then in difgrace. Not being able p> fticceed 
,with .Lewis aIV. he wont to ferve the empe- 
iror againft the Turks in Hungary, in x684« 
^together with the princes of Conti, who had 
already made a glorious campaigA there. The 
^king fent an order to the pripces of Conti, and 
^ thofe who had accompaned them in this ex- 
I 5 pedition. 
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peclition, to return home. The abbot of Savoy 
was the only one who refufed to comply with 
this mandate : he continued hisjourney, openly 
^eelaring that he renounced France for crcn 
The king when he was told of this, (aid to his 
courtiers ♦, " Don*t you think I have had a 
great lofs ?'* and thefe gentlemen immediately 
gave it as their opinion, that the abbot of 
Savoy would always be a mad-headed fellow, 
and fit for nothing. They founded their judg- 
ments on certain (allies of youth, by which 
we are never to judge of men. Thi^ prince, 
-who was held in fo mvch contempt at the 
court of France, was born with all the qualifi- 
cations which form the hero in war, and the 
great man in peace ; h/e had a juft and lofty 
mind, and the neceiTary courage .both in the 
field and the cabinet ; he was guilty of faults, 
as all generals have been, but diefe were loft in 

• See Dangeau*s memoirs. 

There were at that time feveral young lords of the courts 
who wrote indecent letters to the princes of Conti, in 
which they were wanting In the refped they owed the 
king, and in complaifance to Mad. de Maintenon, who was 
then only a favourite, Thefe letters were intercepted, and 
. the young people in difgrace for fome time. 

The compiler of the memoirs of Maintenon is the only 
t^ne who aflerts that the duke, de la Rochaguien, faid to his 
brother, the marquis de Lienconrt, '' Brother, you defervc 
death if your letters are intercepted." In the firft place, no 
one deferves death for having a faulty letter intercepted^ 
but for having wrote it ; and in the next place, no one de- 
ferves death .for writing a jeft. It is evident that thefe 
young lords did not deferve death, because they were all 
taken into favour again } all thefe fuppofitious fpeeches, 
which are fo lightly repeated in the world, and afterwards- 
collefted and publiflied by obfcure and mercenary writers,, 
are undeferving pf our bcBeve, 

the 
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the number of his great Si3iom. He (book the 
greathefs of L^wis XIV. and the OttQman 
power : he governed the empire ; and, in the 
courfe of his vidories and miniftry, (hewed an 
equal , contempt for vain-glory and riches. He 
cberifbed, and even proteSed learning, as much 
as could be done at the court of Vienna. At 
this time he was about thirty-feven year3 of 
a|;e, and had the experience of his own vl&o* 
ries Qver the Turks, and the faults which he- 
had feen committed by the Imperialifts in the 
late wars in which he ferved againft France* 
He entered It;aly by the country of Trent, in 
the territories of Venice, with thirty thoufand 
men, and full liberty to make fuch ufe of them 
as he pjeafed. The court at firft forbid mar- 
fhal Catinat to oppofe the,paj(rage of prince £u« 
gene, either becaufe they would not commit 
the firft 2iSt of hoftility, which was bad policy 
wb^n the epemy had already taken up arms, or 
clfe becaufe they would not difoblige the Vene- 
tians, who were however lefs to be feared thaa 
the German array. This firft miftake in tbe^ 
ccfitft occafioned marfhal Catinat to commit 
others. That perfon rarely fucceeds who fol- 
lows a plan that is not his own ; befide^, we 
well know how difficult a matter it is, in a 
country cut through with rivers and ftreams of 
•water, to prevent a fkilful enemy from paffing 
them. Prince Eugene, to a great depth of 
fcheming, added a lively promptitude of exec»- 
don. From the nature of the ground likewife 
on the banks of the Adigi, the enemy's army 
was more compaft, while that of the French 
was more extended* Catinat was for marching 
to meet the enemy i but the lieutenants^generkl 
16 ftarted 
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flarted difficulties, and formed cabals aigainft 
him. Inftead of inak4i>g them obey him, he 
gaVe way ; the mitdn^s of his dii|)Ofition led 
him to commit this -great error. Eugene began 
Till o '^ forcing the poft of Carpi, neaor the 
J^y9> Wbke Canal, which was defended by 
*7^^ St. Fremont, who AegleAed the gene- 
ral's "Ordiers in Ibme tefptSta^ and occafiooed hia 
own defeat. After this Aiccefs, the GennsB 
army had the command of -all the cotintiy» be- 
tween the Adigi and the Adda, dsid penetrated ! 
into the BreiTan, while Catinat retreated behind 
theOglio. Several good officers approved of | 
Ibis retreat, whitih, in their opinion, was a veiv 
prudent tme ; to which we may further add^ i 
that the failure of the provtfions and am- 
munition promtfed by tlie mintftry, render-^ ' 
ed it abfolutdy neceflary. The courtiers,, ' 
and ^fpecially tbofe who had hopes of fuc- 
ceeding Catrnat in the command^ reprefent* I 
ed his behaviour as a fcandal to the Freiicb 
name. Marihal Villeroi perfuaded them that , 
he could retrieve the honour of the nation ; the 
confidence with which he fpoke, and the liking; 
the king bad to him, procured him the com- ' 

inand in Italy ; and marflial Catijfat, notwith-* 
landing his former viftories of Stafiardc and i 

'Marfailles, was obliged to fcrve under him. 

The marfhal duke de Villeroi was fon to the | 

'king's governor, had been brought up with hi» 
royal mafter, and always enjoyed a principal i 

(hare of his favour : he bad been with him in 
afl his campaigns, and made one in a]l his par- < 

ties of pleafure : he was of an agreesMe and I 

engaging figure, extremely brave» a very wor- 
thy man, a good friend^ fmcere in his connec- | 
3 ^^^'^h 
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tions, and magnificent in alt his anions *. . But 
Us enemies faid he was mDre taken up, after 
iie came to be general, with the honour and^ 
pleaAire of commanding, than wkbtbe fchemes* 
of a great captain, and reproached him witb 
-being fo much wedded to his own <^'nion, a» 
to flight the advice of every one elfe* 

He now repaired te Italy, to lord It orer Ca» 
itinat, and difguft the duke of Savoy. His> be«- 
baviour ihewed, that he thought a favourite o#' 
Lewis XIV. at the bead of To powerful an aiw 
my was infinitely iiiperior to a prince.. He 
never called the duke by any other name thaft 
^onf. de Savoy, and tfeated him like a com^ 
mon genersd in the pay of France*, and not like: 
a (bvereign» In a word, tbefriefKl&ip of tbis^ 
prince was not regained fo much as was necef- 
£iry,^ Gonfidering that be was mafter^f the bar-* 
Iters which nature has placed between France 
-and Italy. The court thought that fear wa& 
4he fureft knot to bind him ; and that a French 

•■■*^^— — *— I I !■■« II I I I !■■ m il II I W » III .. 

• Tlie avtliof^ who in his. yomg«r dayt had frequentljir 
^e honour of feeing this nobleman^ thlnRs-'himfeK autho-- 
fifed to dieclare that the above is his real charader. La Baii«^ 
inette> who abufea both marfhal Villerol and marflial "^il^ 
lars> and many others, in his notes on the age of Lewi» 
XIV. (peaks thus of the late marflial- duke of Villeroi, page 
loi^ VoK III. of the memoirs of Mad*, de Maintenon, ** ViU 
leroi the vain-gtorious, who uiied to amufe the women with* 
fo eafy an air^ and would aik his fervant^ with fo much 
arrogance, ** I« there any money put into my pockets ?*' 
How can any petfbn put into the mouthy I will not fay of a> 
great noMeman, but even of any well-bred man, words 
which were faid to have been fpoken by a financier ? How 
ean he pretend: to talk of fo many great mem of the paft * 
age, as if he had feen them all } Or, how can any one have 
the a(]\irance to commit to writing foch falfe and fcurrilous 
' } 

army* 
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army, furrbunding about fvt or feveti thoufaild 
Piedmontefe, was a fufficient pledge for his 
fidelity. Marfhal Villeroi behaved to him a9 
his equal in conimon correfpondende, and hitf 
fuperior in the command. The duke of Savoy 
had the empty title of generalijdimo, but mar- 
fhal Villeroi was fo in fa6i. ^ He immediately 
gave orders for attacking prince Eugene in the 
poft of Chiari, near the Oglio. The general 
officers were of opinion, that it was againft all 
the rules of war to attack this poft, for thefe 
eflbntial reafons ; that it was. of no confequence ; 
that the entrenchments were inacceffible ; that 
nothing could be gained by forcing them, find 
that, if they failed, the reputation of the ^ole 
campaign would be loft. Villeroi however told 
the duke of Savoy that he muft march, and fent 
an aid-de-camp to order marflial Catinat in hi$ 
name to begin the attack. Catinat made the 
nieflcnger repeat the order to him three diffe- 
rent times ; then turning towards the officers 
who were under his command, ** Come on 
« then, gentlemen, we muft qbey.** 

;)ept. 1 1, ^j^^y marched direaiy up to the en- 

^7^^ trenchments, and the duke of Savoy 
fought like a perfon who had no fubjeft of 
complaint againft France. Catiiiat fought every 
where for death ; he was wounded, but never- 
thelefs, on feeing the king's troops repulfed, he 
made a retreat ; after which he quitted the army, 
and returned to Verfailles, to give an account 
of his condu£t to the king, without complain- 
ing of any one. 

rrince Eugene always maintained his fuperi- 
ority over marflial Villeroi j at length, in the 
heart of the winter 1702, one day that the 

marflial 
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njarfhal was fleeping in full fecurity in Cre-^ 
mona, a pretty ftrbng town, and pro- p • 
vided with a very numerous garrifon, * ' 

he found himfelf awakened with the 7<^^ 
noife of a difcharge of fmall arms ; upon 
which he rofe in hafte, mounted his horfe, 
and the firft thing he met with was a fquadroi? 
of the enemy. The marftial is immediately 
made prifoner and led out of the town, without 
knowing any thing that had pafTed there, and 
unable to conceive the caufe of fo extraordinary 
an event. Prince Eugene was already in the 
town of Cremona; a prieft called Bozawli, pro- 
vofi of St. Mary la Nova, had introduced the 
German troops through a common fewer. Four 
hundred men having been conveyed through 
this fewer into the prieft's houfe, immediately 
killed the guard at the two gates, which were* 
flung open, and prince Eugene enters the city 
with four thoufand men. All this was done 
before the governor, who was a Spaniard, had 
the leaft fufpicion, or marfhal Villeroi was 
awake. The whole afFair was conduced with 
the greateft fecrecy, order, and diligence. The 
Spanifli governor on the firft alarm, appeared in 
the flreet with a few foldiers, but was prefently 
fhotdead with a mufket; all the general officers 
were either killed or made prifqners, excepting 
lieutenant-general count dc Revel, and the 
marquis du Pralin. Chance however confound- 
ed the prudent meafures of prince Eugene. 

It happened that the chevalier d'Entragues 

was that day to review the regiment of marine*, 

, of which he was, colonel ; the foldiers were af- 

fembled by four o'clock in the morning, in one 

of the outparts of the city, exactly at the time 

Z that 
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iijjsx prmce Eugene entered at the other part ^ 
d^jitragues began to run through the ftreet9^ 
with his foldiers ; he makes head againft thofe 
of the enemy that come in bis way, and by 
this means gives the reft of the garrifon time to 
irepair thither. The ftrcet* and fcjuares were: 
now filled with oficers and foldiers, confufedljf 
mingled tc^ether, fome with arms^ fome with- 
out, and others half nalced» without any comr 
mander at their bead. The fight is begun ia 
the utmoft confunon, and they entrench themr 
fclvcs from ftreet to ftrect, and from fq-uare to- 
Iqiiare* TwO: Irifli. regiments, that made part 
of the garrifon, checked the efforts of the Ini<- 
perialifo. Never was greater prudence (hewa 
in the furprize <^ a town, nor more valour in* 
defending it. The garrifon confifted of about 
five thoufand men ; prince Eugene had as yet 
introduced only four thoufand i a large detach-? 
ment of his army was to have joined them by 
the bridge over tbie Po 5 the meaiures were welE 
concerted, but another ftroke of chance rendered^ 
them all fruitlefs. This bridge,, .which wafiN 
guarded only by an hundred French foldiers, 
was to have been feized upon by the German; 
cuirafliers, who were ordered to go and make 
themfelves matters of k,^ the inftant prince Eur 
gene entered the town* For this ^urpofe, a» 
they came in by the fouth gate, next to the 
common fewer,, they were to go out into the 
country of Cremon^ a;t the north part of the 
city, thro' die Po-gate, and thep rmmedjately 
make the beft of their way to- the bridge- A^ 
they were going through the city, the guide 
who conduced them was killed by a muftet- 
(hot from a window; the cuira^iers miftake one 

ftreet 
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ftrcct for another, and wander out erf their way* . 
During this fmall interval of time, the Irtfh af- 
fembie at the Po-gate, attack a»d repulfe the 
coiraffiers ; and the marquis du Pralin, feizing 
this lucky moment, orders the bridge io be 
broken down ; the fuccours which the enemy 
expeded cannot arrive, and the town is feved. 

Prince Eagene, after having fought the whole 
day, and conftantly keeping poflei&on of the 
gate by which he entered, at length retired^ 
taking with him marfhal Villeroi, and moft of 
the general officers prifoncrs, but difappointed 
of taking Cremona, which his adivity and pru- 
dence, together with the negligence of the ge- 
nerals, had once made him matter of; and 
which chance, and the valour of the French and 
IriCh troops, had fnatched from him again. 

Marflid Villeroi, who was extremely unhap-* 
py on this otcafion, was condemned by the 
courtiers at Verfailks, with all the feverity 
ftnd aorlmony that his ftare of the royal favour^ 
lund the Ic^inefs of his character, which wa« 
taken by lihem f(»- Vanity, could infpirec The 
king, 'Who Uamed but did not condemn him« 
was not a little difpleafed ta find his choice fo 
highly cenfttted, a<id in- the heat of his refent* 
ment faifered thefe words to *efcape him> 
^ Tbw take a ple^fure in abufing him, be* 
oaufe ne h my favourite t'' (fee Dangeau'tf 
memdrs) a term that he never before in his 
Kfe n»ade ufe of in regard to any one. Th9 
duke of Vendome was immediately appoiditecl 
to go and take the command in Italy. 

.The duke of Vendome was grandfon ta 
HeniylV. and, like him> intrepid, mildi>.bctte- 
ficcntji and humble i-aftranger ta hatcedj^ envy^ 
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^nd revenge : he ^fhewed pride' only among 
princes, and behaved with equality to every 
one elfe : he was the only general under whom 
the commpn meh were- not led to iigbt merely 
from principles of military duty, and that ine« 
chanical inftind which obeys the orders of an 
officer. They fought for the duke of Vendomc; 
and would have laid down their lives to extri* 
cate him out of a falfe ftep into which his fiery 
genius fometimes hurried him. He was thoughjt 
not to equal prince Eugene in the coolnefs and 
depth of his defigns, and the art of fubfifting 
bis troops ; he was too apt to negle£l littU$ 
matters, and fufFered military difcipline to laa- 
guiOi in his army ; he gave too much time to 
fleep and the pleafures of the table, as well as 
his brother. This over-indulgence put him 
more than once in danger of being carried offt 
but in the day.o^ battlehe made amends for all 
(hefe faults, by Y^refence of mind and difcern* 
ment which /eemed to grow from danger ^ thefe. 
opportunities he was continually feeking, be«; 
ing not fb well qualified for a defenjGve war 29 
prince Eugene, but fully equal tQ him in th^. 
oiFenfive. 

The fame diforder and negligence that he 
introduced into the army were vifible to a fur-, 
prifing degree in his houfhold, and: even his 
own perfon. From his great averfipn to Chew 
or oftentation he contra(Sed a cynic flovenlihefs 
almoft unparalleled ; and difentereftednefs, the. 
moft noble of all virtues, became in him a fault. 
By making him lofe more by careleflhefs thaa 
be would have expended in aflis of bounty. He 
h^ been often known to want even common 
n^ceflaries. His brpther^ the grand prior, who. 

com- 
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cotnmanded under him in Italy, - had all fai^ 
faults, which he carried to a ftili greater excefs^ 
and made amends for by the fame valoUr. It 

i'sifiirprifingto fee two generals neVer rifing from 
)^d till four o'clock in the afternoon, and two 
princes, grandfons to Henry IV. negle£):ing thetf 
j>erfons in a manner that the iheaneft foldier 
would have thought fhameful* 
: What is ftill more furprifmg, is, that mixture 
of aiSlivity and indolence, with which Vendome 
carried on fo fmart a war againft Eugene ; a 
war of artifice, furprifes, marches, croi£ng of ri- 
vers, petty fkirmiihes, often as fruitlefsas bloody^ 
and murderous battles, in which both fides claim<» 
«d the vi6iory4 fuch as that of Luzara, for wfeich 
3^ Deum was fung botii at Paris and g. 
Vienna. . Vendome always came i«oi 
off conqueror,, when he had not to ^ 

deal with prince Eugene in perfon; but a9 
foon as that general appeared at the bead of 
Ais'tcoo^s, tlic French had no longer the ad* 
vantage. . . 

' . In the.midft of thefe battles, and the ileget 
fif fo.many towns and cities, private t 
intelligence was brought to Y«rfailles, •' ^^ 
that the duke of Savoy, grandfoif to ' ^ 
a fifter of Lewis XiV. father-in-law to the 
dufce of Burgundy, and Philip .V. was going 
to, quit the Bo^thon intereft^ and wa^ adually 
ill treaty with the em^ror. .. Every one was 
aftonifhed that £ie fbould, at once- leave two 
ibns^in-'law, and give up what appear<:d to be 
-his true intereft: but the Emperor had pro- 
•mifed him all that his fons-in-law had refufed 
him Montferrat, Mantua, Alexandria, Va- 
lencia, and the countries between the Pq suui 

the 
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the TaiieiOy with more money than he re^« 
fsived from France, The moifey was to be 
f^rniihed by England^ for the emperor had 
hardly fufficient to pay his troops. England, 
the richefl: of atl the allies, contributed more 
than any of them-towards the common cau(e«» 
Whether the duke of Savoy ibewed any regard 
to the laws of nature and nations ? td.a queftion 
in. morality which has very little to do with the 
conduiS: of ibverdgns *. The event however 
proved in the end, that he was not at all 
wanting to the laws of policy in the treaty he 
made ; but be was wanting in another very cf- 
ienitial point of politics, in leaving his troops at 
Ihe.mercy of the iFrenGh,.while:h^ was treadng 
A . with die .emperor* The duke of 

1 foz Vendome ordered them todifarmcd jj 
^ ^ they were indeed no more than five 
thousand men, but this was no inconfideraUe 
ebje£l to the duke of Savoy. 

No fo^ner had iSnt houie of Bourbon loff 
tJm aUy^ wb«» ibe heard that Portug^ hatf 
IMcewi&i declared againft her* Peter, king of 
Portugal, acknowkged the archduke Charted 
for king of Spain* The imperial council, ill 
the name^ of thb archduke, difmember^, m 
fiivour of Peter II. a monarchy, in which be 
was not a& yet mafter of a fin^e town; and, 
by one of thofe treaties which are never exe- 
cuted, ceded to hint Vigo, Bayonne, Alcantara^ 

—II « I II i^.^—^ I , , n , 0<i.iiii, ■■ , , , .1^ 

• The km oi Baik»s will jaMty any ptkiot in rtnounii 
lag an iUiance» mhen be fiock bimfelf iU*treatod by tdi tUy« 
Our author owns that the duke of Savoy was treated wiith. 
infoknce by the generals of France f and that the advantage 
of his kingdom wu better confalted in hie epgagementSi 
mih> th» cmncKos* 
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Badajox, a part of Eftramadma, all the coun- 
tries lying to the weft of the river la Plata in 
America 4 in a word, he made a partition of 
what he had not to give, in order to acquir^^r 
what he might. 

The king of Portugal, the prince of Heffe 
Darmftadt, minifter to the archduke, and the 
admiral of Caftile, his creatuj^^ implored the 
affiftanoe of the king of Morot co. They not 
only entered into a treaty with thefe barbarians, 
fupplying them with horfes and corn, but they 
likewifc a&ed for a body of troops. The em- 
peror of Morocco, Muley Ifmael, the moflr 
warlike and politic tyrant at that time in the 
Mahometan nation, would not fend his troops 
but on fuch terms as were dangerous to Chrif- 
tendom, and ihameful to the king of Portugal ^ 
he demanded a fon of that king's as an hofrage, 
together with a certain number of towns. The 
treaty did not take place; and the Chriftians 
contented themfelves with tearing each other 
to pieces with their own hands, without cal- 
ling in thofe of barbarians. The affiftance of 
Africa would not have done the houfeof Auftria 
fo much fervice as that of Engknd and Hol- 
land did.' X 

Churchill, earl, and afterwards duke of 
Marlborough, was declared general of the con- 
federate armies of England and Holland, in the^ 
year 1702. This man proved as fatal to the 
French greatnefs as any that had appeared 
for many ages. He was not one of thofe ge« 
nerals to whom a minifter delivers the plan of 
the campaign in writing, and who, after hav- 
~ ing followed the order he has received from the 
cabinet, at the head of his apmy, returns home 

t» 
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to folicit the honour of being employed again. 
He at that tinte governed the queen of £ng— 
land } both by the occaflon ihe had for his fer- 
vice, and by the authority bi9 wife had over 
her affections. He had the command of the 
parliament by his powerful intereft, and by that 
of the treafurer Godolphin, whofe fon married one 
of his daughters. Thus having thedire£tion of 
th^ court, the parliament, the war, and the 
treafury, more a king than ever William had 
been, as great a politician, and a much greater 
general, he exceeded the moft fanguine hopes 
of the allies. He poficiled in a fuperior degree 
to any general of his time, that tranquil cou- 
rage in the midft of tumult, and ferenity of 
foul in danger, which the Englifh call a cool 
bead. It is perhaps to this qualification, the 
principal gift in nature for a commander, that 
the Englifh are indebted for their victories over 
the French in the fields of Poitiers, Crefly, 
and Agincourt. 

Marlborough, who was indefatigable as a 
warrior during the. campaign, was no lefs 
a£bive a negociator in the winter ; he went to 
the Hague, and vifited all the courts, of Ger- 
many ; he perfuaded the Dutch to drain them- 
felves to humble France ; he roufed the refent- 
ment of the eIe£lor>palatine ; he flatterea the pride 
of the eledtor of Brandenburg, who wanted to be 
king, by holding the napkin to him at table, by 
which he drew from him a fupply of 8000 men. 
Princie Eugene, on his fide, had no fooner finifiied 
one campaign, than he went to Vienna to make 
preparations for another. We may eaiily judge, 
whether, an army is better fupplied, where the 
general is at the fame time the prime miniiler. 

Thefc 
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Thefe two great men, who had fometimes 
the command jointly, fometimes feparatelv, al- 
ways underftood each other. They haa fre- 
quent conferences at the Hague, with the grand 
penfionary Heinfius and the fecretary Fagel, 
who governed the United-Provinces with eaual 
abilities, and better fuccefs than the Barneveldts 
and de Witts. They, in concert, continually 
fet the fprings of one half of Europe in play 
againft the houfe of Bourbon ; and the French 
liiiniftry was at that time much too weak to 
eppofe for any length pf time thofc combined 
forces. The plan of operations for the cam- 
paign was always kept an inviolable fecret. 
They fettled their defigns amongft them- 
felves, and did not entruft them even to thofe 
who were to fecond them, but at the inftant of 
execution. Chamillard, on the contrary, be- 
ing neither a politician^ a warrior, nor even 
acquainted with the management of the revenue, 
and who yet aded as prime-minifter, was unable 
to plan any defigns of his own ; and was there- 
fore obliged to be beholden to inferior people 
for their afliftance. His fecret was almoft al- 
ways divulged, even before he himfelf knew 
exadly what was to be done. Of this the 
niarquis de Feuquieres accufes him with great 
juftice ; and Mad. de Maintenon acknowleges, 
in her letters, that flie had made choice of a 
man who was not fit for the miniftry. This 
was one of the principal caufes of the misfor- 
tunes which befel France. 

Marlborough, as foon as he came to the 
command of the allied army in Flanders, 
ihewed "^that he had learnt the art of war 
of the great Turenne> under whom he had 

in 
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in bis younger days made hi& Rxft campa^ns 
ss a volunteer* He was then known in the^ 
army only by the name of the handiome Eng- 
lifbman : but Turenne fobn perceived that 
this handfome Englifhman would one day be a 
great man;. He began his command by raiflng 
leveral fubaltern officers in whom he had dif* 
covered merit, and who were till then unknown, 
without confining himfelf to the order of military 
rank, which we in France call the order of 
tht Tableau. He was fenfible, that when pre« 
ferment is only the copfequencc of feniority, 
all emulation muft perifb ; and that an officer 
is not always the moft ferviceable for being the 
moft ancient. He prefently formed men. Ha 
gained ground upon the French without hazard- 
ing a battle. Ginkel, earl of Athlone, the 
Dutch general, difputed the command with hio^ 
the firft month, and, before fix weeks were at 
an end, was obliged to yield to him in every, 
refpefk. The king of France fent his grand* 
fon, the duke of Burgundy againft him, 9 wife 
and upright prince, born to make a people 
happy. The marshal >de Boufflers, a man of 
indefatigable courage, commanded the army 
Vnder the young prince. But the duke of Bur- 
gundy, after having feen feveral places taken be- - 
fore his face, and being obliged to retreat by the 
flcilful marches of the Engli£, returned to Ver- 
failles before the campaign was half over, 
leaving Boufflers to be a witnefe to Marlborough's 
fuccefles, who took Venlo, Rurcmonde, and 
Liege, and continued advancing without lofing 
the fuperiority one inftant. 

When Marlborough returned to LondoA 
at the cloie of thi^ campaign, he received all 

the 
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the libitours that could be beftowed in a mo- 
fxarchy arid a republic. He was created duke 
by the queen ; and, what was ftill more flattering, 
he received the thanks of the two houfes of par- 
itament, who fent deputies to compliment him 
at his own houie* ^ 1 

But BOW there arofe a perfon who feemed 
likely to reftore the drooping fortunes of France. 
This was the marfhal duke de Villan,' then 
lieutenant-general, and whom we have fince 
ieen at the age [of eighty-two, commander in 
chief of the armies of France, Spain, and Sar- 
dinia: this man had a great ikare of boldnefs 
and confidence, and had himfelf been the ar- 
chite£t of hia own fortune, by his unwearied 
perfeverance in the difcharge of his duty. He 
Jbmetimes oiFended Lewis AlV. and what was 
ftill inore dangerous, his minifter Louvois, by 
ipeaking to them with the fame boldneis with 
which he ferved. He was accufed of not hav- 
ing a modefty becoming his courage. But at 
length it was feen that he had a genius formed 
for war, and to command Frenchmen. He had 
been greatly advanced within a few years, after 
having been left a long time unnoticed. 

Never was there a man whofe preferment 
created more jealoufy, and with lefs reafon. 
He was marfhal of France, duke, and peer, 
and governor of Provence : but then he had 
faved the ftate ; and others who had ruined it, 
or had no other claim but that of being courtiers, 
had met with as great rewards. He was even 
upbraided with the riches which he acquired 
by contributions in the enemy's country, ajuft 
and reafonable reward for his valour and con* 
iu& ; while thofe who had amaflfed fortunes of 
Vox-. VII. K tern 
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ten times the value, by the moft fcanddous 
methods, continued to enjoy them with the ap* 
probation of the public. He did not begin to 
taib the fweets of the reputation he had ac- 
quired till he was near eighty ; and he muft 
have outlived the whole court to have enjoyed 
it undiilurbed. 

. It may not be amifs to acquaint the world 
with the reafon of this injuftice in mankind. 
It was owing to the want of art in marflial 
y illars : he had not enough to make bimfelf 
friends, ivith integrity and underftanding ; nor 
to fet a proper value upon himfelf, by peaking 
that of himfelf which he deferved that others 
ibould fay of him. . 

One day that he was taking leave of the 
king, he faid to him before the whole court, 
**' Sire, I am going to fight againft your ma- 
jefty's enemies, and leave you in the midft of 
mine." He faid to the courtiers of the duke 
of Orleans, regent of the kingdom, who were 
all grown rich by that fubverfion of the ftate 
called fyftem, ** For my part I never got any 
thing but by the enemies of my country.** 
Thefe fpeeches, which were accompanied with 
the fame courage as his actions, were too hum- 
bling to thofe who were already fufficiently 
incenfed at his good fortune. 

At the beginning of the war he was one of 
the lieutenant-generals who had the* command 
of the detachments in Aliace. His army was 
at that time in the mountains of Brifgaw, which 
border upon the Black Forefl ; and this immenfe 
foreft feparated the ele&or of Bavaria's army 
from the French. Catinat, who commanded 
in Strafl>urg, had too much circumfpfii^on in 
5 his 
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l*is conduct to think of attacking the prince of 
Baden at fi^ a difadvantage ; as in cafe of a 
j'cpulfe the French army muft infallibly be loft, 
and Alface laid open. Villars, who had re* 
folved to be marfhal of France, or to die in the 
attempt, hazarded what Catlnat did not dare to 
undertake. He wrote to court for permiffion ; 
and then marched towards the Imperialifts at 
Friedlengen, with an inferior army^ and fought 
the battle of that name. 

The horfe engaged in the plain, the foot 
climbed up to the top of the hill, and at- 
tacked the German infantry> which was en- 
trenched in the woods. I have more q 0. 
than once heard marfhal Villars him- * '+• 
felf fay, that after the battle was won, ' 7^^ 
and as he was marching at the head of his in- 
fantry, a voice was heard crying out, " We 
are cut off;'* upon which the whole body im» 
mediately took flight. He direflly ran up ta 
them, crying out, *« What is the matter, friends ? 
we have gained the vidory, God blefs the 
king." The foldiers, all pale and tremblings 
repeated, " God blefs -the king," and began to 
fly as before. He declared that he never met 
with more difiiculty than in rallying the con- 
querors, and that if only two of the enemy's 
regiments had fliewed themfelves at that in- 
ftant of general panic, the French would have 
been beaten : fo frequently does the fate of 
battles depend upon mere chance. 

The. prince of Baden, though he loft three 
thoufand men, with all his cannon, was ^driven 
out of the field of battle, and purfued for two 
leagues, through woods and defiles, while as a 
proof q( bis defeat^ the fort of Friedlengen 
K a capi- 
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capitulated* Neverthelefs, he wrote to the 
court of Vienna that he had gained the vi&ory^ 
and ordered Te Deum to be fung,' which was 
more fliameful to him than even the lo(s of the 
fcattle. 

The French, recovered from their pannic, 

proclaimed Villars marihal of France on the 

^ field of battle ; and the king a fortnight after* 

wards confirmed the title which the foldiers 

bad conferred on him. 

Marihal Villars, having afterwards joined the 
ele^or of Bavaria with his vi.dorious army, 
found him lilcewife a concj^ueror, gaining ground 
ef the enemv, and in pofieffion of the imperial 
city of RatiA)on, where the aflembly of the em* 
pire had lately vowed his deftrudiion. 

Villars was better qualified to ferve his 
country, when acting only according to his 
own genius, than in ^concert with another. 
He carried, or rather dragged, the elector acrofs 
the Danube ; but no fooner had they pafled 
that river, than the eledor began to repent of 
what he had done, perceiving, that upon the 
leaft check, he Ihould be obliged to leave his 
dominions at the enemy's mercy. The count 
of Styrum, at the head of near twenty thou- 
fand men, was in march to join the grand 
army under the prince of Baden, near Dona- 
wert. The marihal told the ele^or that this 
muft be prevented, by marching diredUy and 
attacking Styrom. The eledor willing IQ 
. temporize, replied, that he muft confult his 
minifters and generals- upon that head. 5^ Am 
not I your miniiler and general, anfwered Vil- 
lars ? do you want any other council but me 
when you are to give battle ?" The prince, 

fuH 
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fan of the danger which threatened his domi- 
nions, ftill kept back, and even grew angry 
with the general. ** Well then, faid Villars, 
if your ele&oral highnefs will not embrace 
this opportunity with your Bavarians, I will 
begin the battle with the French;** and imme- 
diately gave orders for the attack. The prince 
was incenfed *, and looked upon Villars as a 
madman, but was obliged to fight againft his 
will.. This was in the plains of Hochftet near 
Donawert. 

After the firft charge there appeared « . 
another inftancc of the effed of chance \\'^' 
in battles. The enemy's army and ' 3 
that of the French were both feized at the 
iame time with a pannic, and fled; and marlbal . 
Villars faw himielf left alone for fome minutes 
on the field of battle : however, he rallied his 
troops^ led them back to the charge, and gained 
the vidory. Three thoufand of the Impe- 
fialifts were left dead on the field, and four 
thoufand taken prifoners, with their cannon 
and bamge. The eledor made himfelf matter 
of Au^urg. The road to Vienna was open, 
and it was even debated in the emperor's 
council whether he fliould quit his capital. 

The emperor was excufable for his appre- 
henfions j he was beaten every where. The 
duke of Burgundy, with the marihals Tallard 
and Vauban under him, had juft taken Old Bri« 



^ All this may be found in the memoirs of the marflial 
de Villars in manufcript» where I myfelf have feen every 
circvmftance. The firft volume of thefe memoirs in print 
are really his, the two others arc by another hand, and 
fomewhat different. 

K 3 fac} 
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fac ; and Tallard had not only taken Landau, 
but had alfo defeated the prince of Hefle, after- 
wards king of Sweden, near Spires, as he wa« 
attempting to relieve the town. If we believe 
the marquis de Feuquieres, (a moft excellent 
officer and complete judge in the military art^ 
though rather too fevere in his decifions,) mar- 
fhal Tallard won the battle by a fault and a 
miftake. However, he wrote thus to the king 
from the field of battle : ** Sire, your majeffy's 
army has taken more ftandards and colouri 
than it hai loft private men.'* 

In this a£lion there was moreexecutioii done 
by the bayonet than in any other during the 
war. The French have a fingular advantage 
in the ufe of this weapon, on account of their 
natural impetuofity; but it is now become 
more menacing than fatal : the quick and clofe 
firing has prevailed in its ftead. The Englifll 
2nd Germans were accuftomed to fire in tJi- 
vifions with greater order and readinefs thaii 
ttie French. The Pruffians were the firA who 
loaded with iron rammers. The fecond king 
of Pruffia taught his troops fuch . an exercife, 
that they could fire fix times in a minute, with 
great eafe* Three ranks difcharging their fire 
at once, and then advancing briikly up, decide 
the fate of the battle now-a-days. The field- 
pieces likewife produce a no Ief& formidable ef> 
fed. The battalions who are ftaggered with 
the fire, do not wait to be attacked with the ba- 
.yonet, and are completely defeated by the ca- 
valry : fo that the bayonet frightens more than 
it flays, and the fword is become abfolutely 
' ufelefs to the infantry. Strength of body, fkill, 
and courage^ are no longer of any fervice to a 

COID" 
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combatant. The battalions are great machines, 
and thofe which are bell fornied naturally bear 
down all that ftand in their way. This was 
the very thing which gave prince Eogene the 
viftory over the Turks in thofe famous battles 
of Temifwar and Belgrade ^ while the latter 
would in all probability have had the advantage 
from their fuperiority of numbers, had thefe 
battles been what we called mixed fights. Thus 
the art of deftroying each other is not only en- 
tirely different from what it was before the in- 
vention of gun-powder, but even from what it 
was a century ago. * 

As -the French arms maintained their repu- 
tation with fuch fuccefs at firft m Germany, it 
was prefumed that marfbal Villars would carry 
it ftill farther by an impetuofity which would 
difconcert the German phlegm : but the fame 
qualification which made him a formidable 
chief, rendered it impoflible for him to a& in 
concert with the ele^or of Bavaria. The king 
would not fufFer his generals to fhew haugh- 
tinefs to any but his enemies ; and the eleSor 
of Bavaria unhappily wrote for another marihal 
of France. 

Villars then, whofe prefencc was fo necef- 
fary in Germany, where he had gained two 
battles, and might poffibly have crufhed the em- 
pire, was recalled, and Tent into the Cevennes, 
to make peace with the rebellious peafants. 
We (hall fpeak of thefe fanatics in the chapter 
of religion. Lewis XIV. had at this time ene- 
mies that were more terrible, fuccefsful, and 
irreconcileable, than the inhabitants of the 
Cevennes. 

K 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLXXXII. 
Lofsofthe Battle of Hochs^tet, or Blei^ 

HEIM. 

TH £ duke of Marlborough was returned 
from the Low Countries in the beginning 
of 1703, with the fame conduct and the fame 
fuccefs. He had taken Bonn, the refidence of 
the eledor of Cologne. From thence he 
marched and retook Hui and Limburg, and 
made himfelf mafter of all the Lower Rhine. 
Marfhal Villeroi, now returned from his con- 
finement, commanded in Flanders, where he 
had no better fuccefs againfi Marlborough than ' 
he had had againft prince Eugene. Marfhal 
Boufflers, with a detachment of his army, had 
indeed gained a fmall advantage in* the fight of 
Eqkeren, over the Dutch general, Opdam ; tiu 
an advantage which has no confequences is no 
advantage at all. 

And now the houfe of Auftria was undone^ 
without the Engliih general marched to iht 
affiftance of the emperor. The eledlor of Ba- 
varia was mafter of Pailku. Thirty thoufand 
French, under the command of marm^l Marfin^ 
who had fucceeded ViUars, overfpread the coun- 
tries of the other fide the Danube. There were 
feveral flying parties in Auftria. Vienna itfeOT 
was threatened on one fide by the French and 
Bavarians, and on the other by princie Ragotlki^ 
at the head of the Hungarians, fighting for 
their liberty « and fupplied with money from the 
French and the Turks. In this fituation of 
affairs, prince Eugene haftens from Italy to take 

the 
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fSie command of the annies in Germany : he 
has an interview with the duke of Marlborough 
at Heelbron. The £nglt{h general, whofe 
hands were at full liberty, being left to a6l as 
he pleafed by his queen and her allies the 
Dutch, marches with fuccours into the heart 
of the empire, taking with him for the prefent» 
ten thoufand Englim foot, and twenty-three 
fquadrons of horfe. He makes forced marches, 
and arrives on the banks of the Danube, near 
Donawert, oppofite to the ele£lor of Bavaria's 
lines, where about eight thoufand French, and 
as many Bavarians lay entrenched, to guard 
the country they had conquered. After an en- 
gagement of two hours, Marlborough forces 
the lines, at the head of three battalions of 
Englifh, and routs the Bavarians and French. 
It is faid that he killed fix thoufand of the 
enemy, and loftas many himfelf; A general con- 
cerns himfelf little about the number j , 
of flain, provided he fucceeds in his jj^.* 
ehterprize. He then took Donawert, ^ ^ 
repafled the Danube, and laid Bavaria under 
contribution. 

Marflial Villeroi, who attempted to follow 
him in his firft marches, loft fight of him 
on a fudden, and knew not where he was, till 
he heard the news of his viftory at Donawert. 

Marfhal Tallard, who with a corps of thirty 
thoufand men, had marched by another route 
to oppofc Marlborough, came and joined the 
eleftor. At the fame time prince Eugene arrives, 
and joins Marlborough. 

At length the two armies met within a fmall 

diftance of Donawert, and nearly in the fame 

plains where marfhal Villars had gained a vic- 
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tory the year .Wfore. I know that the marfhar, 
who was then in the Cevennes, having receive* 
a letter from Tallard*s arijny, wrote the night 
before the battle, 'acquainting him with the 
difpofition af the two armies, and the manner 
in which marftial Tallard intended to engage, 
wrote to his brother-in-law, the prefident ,de 
Maifons, telling him that if marfhal Tallard 
gave the enemy battle in that pofition, he muft 
infallibly be beaten. This letter was fhewn ta 
Lrcwis XIV. and afterwards became public. 

The French army, including the Bavarians,, 
confiftcd of eighty-two battalions, and one hun- 
dred and fixty fquadrons, which made in all near 
fixty thoufand men,- the corps being then' not 
quite complete. The enemy had fixty-four 
battalions, and one hundred and fifty-two fqua- 
drons, in all not above fifty- two thoufand men f 
for armies are always ^n-ade -more numerous 
than they really are. 'This battle, that proved 
fo bloody and decifive, deferves a particular at- 
tention. The French generals were accufed of 
a nurr.ber of errors ; the chief was, the having 
brought tbemfelves under a neceffity of accepting 
a battle, inftead of letting the enemies army 
wafte itfelf for want of forage, and giving time 
to marfhal Villeroi, either to fall upon the Ne- 
therlands, then in a defencelefs ftate, or to pe- 
netrate farther into Germany. But it fliould 
he confidered in reply to this accufation, that the 
French army being fomewhat ftronger than that 
of the allies, might hope for the viSory, which 
indeed would have infallibly dethroned the em- 
peror. The marquis de Feuquieres reckons up 
no lefs than twelve capital faults committed by 
the Eledor, Marfin, and Tallard^ before and 

after 
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after the battle. One ofihe moft confiderable 
was, the not having placed f^Jarge body of foot 
in their centre, and hairing feparated the two 
bodies of the army. I haye often heard marfhal 
Villars fay, that this difpofition was unpardon- 
able. 

MarAal Tallard was at the head of the 
right wing, and the Ele£lor, with Marfin, at 
tile left. Tallard bad all the impetuous and 
Iprightly courage of a PVenchman, an aSive an4 
penetrating underftanding, and a genius fruit- 
ful in expedients and refources. It was he who 
had made the partition treaties. He was allied 
to glory and fortune by all the ways of a man 
of genius and courage. The battle pf Spires 
bad gained him great honour, no twith {landing 
the animadverfions of Feuquieres; for a vic- 
torious general never appears culpable in the 
eyes of the public, while he who is beaten is 
always in the wrong, however juft or pru- 
dent his condu£l may have been. 

But marfhal Tallard laboured under a malady 
of very dangerous confequences to a general j 
his fight was fo weak, that he could not diftin- 
guifh objefis at the diftance of twenty paces 
from him. Thofe who were weH acquainted 
with him have told me moreover, that his ini-^ 
petuous courage, quite the reverfe of the duke 
of Marlborough^s, growing ftill warmer in the^ 
heat of the adion, deprived him fometiraes of 
the neceflary prefence of mind. This defedl 
was owing to a dry and inflammatory ftate of 
the blood. It is well known that the qualifi- 
cations of the mind are chiefly influenced by 
tbe conftittttion of the body. 

K 6. Thi*^ 
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This was the iirft time thatmariBal Marfiit: 
had commanded in chief. With a great deal of 
wit and a good underftanding, he is faid to 
have had rather the experience of a good c^icer 
than of a general. 

As to the eledor of Bavaria, he was looked 
upon not tefs as a great general than as a va* 
liant and amiable prince, the darling of bis fub^ 
jeds, and who had more magnanimity thaa 
application. 

At length the battle began, between twelve 
and one o'clock in the afternoon. Marlboroustr, 
with his Englifb) having pafled a fmall rivulet, 
began the attack upon Tallard's cavalry. That 

(reneral, a little before, had rode towards the 
eft wing to obferve ks difpofition. It was n^ 
fmall difadvantage to Talkird's corps from the 
beginning to be obliged to fight without its 
general at its head. The corps commanded by 
the £Ie£tor and Marfin, had not yet been at- 
tacked by prince Eugene. Marlborough began 
upon our right near an hour before Eugene 
could have come up to the Eledor at our left* ^ 
As foon as marshal Tallard heard that Marl* 
borough had attacked his wing, he immediately 
ppj(|ed thither, where he found a furious a^on 
begun ; the French cavalry rallied three times, 
mi was as often repulfed. He then went ta 
the village of Bl^nheim^ where he had pofted - 
twenty-feven battalions, and twelve fquadrons. 
This was a little detached army that kept a 
continual fire on Marlborough, during the whole 
time he was engaged with Tallard's wing. 
After giving his orders in this village,, he 
haflens back to the place, where the duke, with 

a body 
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a body of horfe and battalions of foot between 
tbe fquadrons, was driving the French cavalry 
before bim. 

Mr. de Feuquieres is certainly miAaken in 
faying that maribal Tallard was not prefent 
at this time^ but was taken prifoner as he 
was returning from Marfin's wing to his 
own. All accounts agree, and it was- but too 
true for him, that he was actually prefent. He 
received a hurt in the aflioi^ and- his fon was 
mortally wounded by his fide. His cavalry 
was routed before his face. The vidorious 
Marlborough forced his way between tbe two 
bodies of the French army on one 'fide, while 
on tbe other his general officers got between 
the village of Blenheim and Tallard's divifion, 
which was alfo feparated from the little army 
in that village. 

In this cruel fkuatton, marftal Tallard flew 
to rally fome of the broken fquadrons; but the 
badnefs of his fight made him miflake a fqua- 
dron of the enemy for one of his own, and he 
was taken prifoner by the Heffian troops that 
were in the English pay. At the very inftant 
that the general was taken, prince Eugene, 
after having been three times repulfed, at length 
gained the advantage. The rout now became 
total in Tallard's divifion ; evci^ one fled with 
the utmoft precipitation ; and tb great was the 
terror and confuiion throughout that whole 
wing, that officers and foldiers ran headlong 
into the Danube, without knowing whither 
they were going. There was no general officer 
to.give orders for a retreat ; no one thought of 
faving thofe twenty-feven battalions and twdve 
fquadrons of the beft troops of France,' that 

were 
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were fo unfortunately (hut up in Blenheim, or 
of bringing them into adion. At laft marilhal 
Mariin ordered a retreat. The count du Bourg, 
afterwards marfhal of France, faved a fmdl 
part of the infantry, by retreating over the 
marfhes of Hochftet ; but neither him, Marfin, 
nor any one elfe, thought .of this little army, 
which ftill remained in Blenheim, waiting for 
orders, which were never fent them. It con* 
fifted of eleven thoufand eSe&ivc men, from 
the oldeft corps. There are many examples of 
kfs armies that have beaten others of fifty 
thoufand men, or at leaft made a glorious re- 
treat ; but the nature of the poft determines 
every thing. It was impoffible for them to 
get out of the narrow ftreets of a village, and 
range themfelves in order of battle, in the face 
of a vidlorious army, that would have over- 
whelmed them at once" with a fuperior front, 
and even with their own artillery, which was 
all fallen into the vifbors hands. 

The general officer who commanded here 
was the marquis of Clerembaut, fon to the 
marflial of that name : he was haftening to find 
out marfhal Tallard, to .-receive orders from 
him, when he was told that he was taken pri* 
foner ; and feeing nothing but people running 
on all fides, he fled with them, and in flying 
was drowned in the Danube. 

Brigadier Sivieres, who was pofted in this 
village, ventured upon a bold ftroke ; he called 
aloud to the officers of the regiments of Ar- 
tois and Provence, to follow him : feveral of- 
ficers even of other regiments obeyed the fum- 
mons, and rufhing out of the village, like thofe 
who make a fally from a town that is befieged^ 

. fell 
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fell upon the enemy ; but after this fally they 
were to return back again. One of thefe officers^- 
named Dcs-Nonvilles, returned fome few mo- 
ments afterwards on horfeback, with the earl- 
of Orkney. As foon as he^entered the village, 
the reft of the officers flocked round him, en- 
quiring if it was an EngHfh prifoner that he 
had brought in ? " No gentlemen, replied he,. 
I am a prifoner myfelf, and am come to tell 
you, that you have nothing left biit to furrender 
yourfelves prifoners of war^ Here is the earl 
of Orkney, who is come to offer you terms." 
At hearing this, all thefe old bands ifhuddered 
with horror : the regiment of Navarre tore its 
colours, and buried them; But at length they 
were obliged to yield to neceffity ; and this 
whole army laid down its arms without having 
ftruck a blow. My lord Orkney has told me 
that it was impoffible for them to do otherwife 
in their confined fituation. Europe was ftruck 
with aftoniflimcnt, that the beft troops in 
France (hould have fuffered fuch difgrace. 
Their misfortune was at firft imputed to 
cowardice J but a few years afterwards the 
fame thing happening to fourteen thoufand 
Swedes, who furrendercd at difcretion to the 
Mufcovites, in the open field, fully juftified 
the French. 

Such was this famous adion, which . 
in France was known by the name of ^^' ' 3> 
the battle of Hochftet, and by the ^7^4 
£ngli{h and Germans was called the battle of 
Blenheim. The vi£t:ors had near five thoufand 
killed and eight thoufand wounded ; the greateft 
part of which lofs fell on the fide of prince 
Eugene. The French army was almoft en- 
tirely 
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tirely cot .to pieces. Of ftxty tboufiiod nsisnv. 
who had been fo long victorious, not above 
twenty thoufand could be gathered togethei? 
after the battle. 

This fatal day was diftinguiihed by the lofs. 
of twenty thousand men killed, fourteen thou- 
iand made prifoners, all the cannon^ a prodigious 
number of ftandards, colours^ tent% and equi- 
pages, with the general *of the army, and twelve 
hundred officers of note in the hands of the 
conquerors* The runaways difperfed themfelves 
on all ildes; and upwards of an hundred leagues 
of country were loft in lefs than a month. The 
whole ele&orate of Bavaria, now fallen under 
the yoke of the emperor, experienced all the 
feverity of Auftrian refentment^ and all the 
cruelties of a rapacious foldiery. The elector 
in his way to BrufTels, whither he was flying 
for refuge, met with his brother the.eledlor of 
Cologne, who like him was driven out of his 
dominions : they embraced each other with a 
flood of tears. The court of Verfailles, ac- 
cuftomed to- continual fucceflibs, was ftruck 
with aftonifhment and confufion at this reverfe. 
The news of the defeat arrived in the midft of 
the rejoicings made on account of the birth of 
a great grand-fon of Lewis XIV. No one 
would venture to acquaint the king with this 
cruel truth. At length madame de Maintenon 
took upon her to let him know that he was 
no longer invincible* It has been affirmed 
both by word of mouth and in writing, and the 
fame has been repeated in above twenty dif- 
ferent hiftories, that the emperor ordered a mo- 
nument of this defeat to be ere£ied in the plains 
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of Blenheim, with an infcription gready to the 
difhonour of the French king ; but no fuch 
monument ever exifted *. 

The Englifti alone erededone to the honour 
of their duke of Marlborough. The queen and 
the parliament built, an immenfe palace for him 
on one of his principal eftates^ to which they 
gave the name of Blenheim^, where this battre 
is reprefented in moft curious paintings and 
tapeftry. The thanks of the two houfea of 
parliament, and of the cities and boroughs, 
and the general acclamation of the people, were 
the firft fruits he received from his viSory. But 
the poem written by the famous A^difon, a 
monument more durable than the palace of 
JBlenheim, is. reckoned by this warlike and 
learned nation, among the moft honourable re-r 
wards beftowed on the duke of Marlborough* 
The emperor created him a prince of the em- 
pire, beftowed on him the principality of Min* 
del(heimj which was afterwards exchanged for 
another; but be was never known by that 
title ; the name of Marlborough being aow th« 
moft noble he could bear* 

By thfe djfperfion of the French army an open 
pafiage was left to the allies from the Danube 
to the Rhine. They paffed the latter of thefe 
rivers^ and entered Alface. Prince Lewis of 
Baden, a general famous for his encampments 
sind marches, invefted Landau. Jofe]^ king 

* Reboulet aflfures us, that the emperor Leopold aAualiy 
caofed fuch a pyramid to be ereAed ; ' and it was firmljr 
believed in France, till marlhal Villars in 1707 fent fifty 
mafops thither to demoUih itj, who c«uld (ind no fuciv 

thing. 
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of the Romans, ddeft fon of the emperor teo*- 
^ J pold, came to be prefcnt at this 

JNov. 13 and g^^^ . Landau was taken, and af^ 
23» 1704 terwards Traerbach. 

Notwithftanding the lofs of an hundred leagues 
of country, the French extended their frontiers, 
Lewis XIV. fupported his grandfon in Spain, 
and his arms were victorious in Italy. It re- 
quired great efforts to make head againft the 
vidlorious Marlborough in Germany, which 
however he did ; the fcattered remains of th^ 
army were gathered together, the garrifons were 
ordered to furnifh men, and the militia wert 
ordered to take the field i. The miniftry bor- 
rowed money every where. At length an army- 
was got together ; and marihal Villars was re- 
called from the heart of the Cevennes to take 
die command upon himir He came and joined' 
the army at Triers, where he found himfelf ia^ 
prcfence of the Englifh- general with an infe- 
rior army;.. Both tides were defirous of giving: 
battle ; but the prince of Baden not coming up^ 
ibon enough- to Join his troops to thofe of the 
•m^ Englifh, Villars had the honour of oblig- 
_ Y ^"S Marlborough to decamp. This was 

' ^ doing a great deal at that time. The 
Juke of Marlborough, who had a fufficient 
efleem for marfhal Villars to wifh to be efteem- 
«d by him again, wrote him the following billet 
-while he was decamping :" Do me thejufticc. 
Sir, to believe, that my retreat is entirely the 
prince of Ba8en*s fault, and that I efleem you 
even more than I am angry with him." 

The French had flill fome barriers, in Ger- 
many, The enemy had not yet done anything 
in Flanders, where marfhal Villeroi, now at 

liberty,! 
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liberty, had the command. In Spain king Phi- 
lip V. and the archduke Charles, were both in 
expecStation of the crown, the former from tht 
powerful aififtance of his grandfather, and the 
good- will of the greater part of the Spaniards ; 
the latter from the aififtance of the Englife, and 
the partifans he had in Catalonia and Arragon. 
This archduke, afterwards emperor, and at that 
time fecond fon to the emperor Leopold^ went^ 
towards the latter part of 1703, without any 
retinue, to London, to implore the aififtance of 
queen Anne, 

Now the Engliih power appeared in all it^ 
glory. This nation, which had in fa<ft fo little 
to do with this quarrel, furnilhed the AuftriaA 
prince with two hundred tranfport-fliips, thirty 
ihtps of war, joined to ten fail of the Dutch^ 
nine thoufand men, and a fum of money, to g<y. 
and Conquer a kingdom for himfelf. But not- 
withftandihg the fuperiority which power and> 
benefits confer, the emperor, in his letter to* 
queen Anne, which the archduke prefented,^, 
would not give this princefs, his benefaftrefs^, 
the title of majefty, but only that of ferenity *, 
agreeable to the ftile of the court of Vienna, 
which cuftom alone could juftify, and which 
reafon has fince changed, when pride has been 
•obliged to ftoop to neceffity. 

• Reboul^t fays that the German chancery gave the title 
•of DikdiOQ to kings^ but thit is the title nven to ele^ors. 

I 
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CHAP. CLXXXm. 

Lofles in Spain. I>o& of the Battles of Rak 
MILLIES and TvRiH^ and theif Confe* 
quences# 

ON £ of the &rSk e^tploits^ performed by ihete 
English troops was the taking of Gibnd- 
tar, a place juftly dteraed impregnable. Along 
chain of fteep rocks forbid all approach to it bjf 
lands it had no harbour, but only a long bay, 
very wild and unfafe, where fhips lay expofed 
to llorn:s, and the artillery of the fortrefs and 
mole : the inhabitants of the town wece alone 
fufficient to defend it againft a fleet of a thou*- 
fand fhips and an hundred thoufand men, - But 
this very ftrength was the caufe of its being t> 
ken ; there were only an hundred men in gav- 
nfon, but thefe were more than- fufficient, had 
ihey not negleded a duty which they looked 
upon as ufelefs. The prince of Hefle had land- 
ed with eighteen hundred foldiers on the nor* 
thernmoft neck of land, behind the towni i but 
the fteepneft of the rock mode an attack upon 
th* place impradicaUe on that fide. The fleet 
in vain fired upwards of fifteen thoufand (hot; 
at length a body of failors, in one of their merry- 
makings, happened to rowclofe under the mole 
in their boats^ the cannon of which mufl infal- 
libly have funk them all, but not a gun was 
A • fired j upon this they mount thp mole, 
r'^JA °**'^^ themfelves mafters of it, and 
7"4 frefjj troops flockine in on all fides,. 
this impregnable town was at length obliged to 
liu-rendef . It i» ftiU in poflefSon of the £ng- 
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1i{h ; and Spain,, now again become a formi- 
dable power under the adminiftracion of the 
princefe of Parma *, fecond wife to Philip V. 
and lately victorious in Africa and Italy, be- 
holds with an impotent grie^ Gibraltar in the 
hands of a northern nation, that had hardly a 
fingle ihip in the Mediterranean two centuries 
ago. 

Immediately after the taking of Gibraltar, 
the Englifh fleet, now miftrefs of the fea, at- 
tacked • the count de Touloufe, admiral of 
France, in view of the caftle of Malaga. This 
battle, tho' not a dectfiye one, was * , 

the laftepocha of the maritime power ^' • 
of Lewis XIV. His natural fon the '7^4- 
count de Touloufe, admiral of the kingdom, 
had fifty fhips of the line and twenty-four gal- 
leys under his command. He made a glorious 
retreat, with very little lofs. But the king hav-. 
ing afterwards fent thirteen fliips to attack Gibi- 
raltar, while marfhal de T^Bi laid fiege to it by 
land i this double rafliaefs proved ths ruin of 
both army and fleet. Some of the (hips \, • 
were deftroyed by a ftorm, others were ^^^^ 
boarded and taken by the Enelifli after ^^^5 
a moft poble refinance, and another part of 
them burnt on the coaft of Spain. From that 
day the French had no longer any large fleets 
either i^ tlU Wefiern Ocean or the Mediterra-* 
nean. Th^e marine returned nearly to the fame 
fiate from whence Lewis XIV. had drawn it> 
9$ well as many other glorious things which 
rofe and fet under his reign. 



^ This wsi wrUtcA in the year 1740^ 

The 
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The Englifli, who had taken Gibraltar for 
<tiiemfelves, in lefs than fix weeks conquered 
the kingdom of Valentia and Catalonia for the 
■archduke Charles. They took Barcelona by 
«n event of chance, which was owing to the 
raflinefs of the befiegers* 

The Engliih were at that time commAtidei. 
:by one of rae moft extraordinary men ever pro^* 
»4uced by that country, fo fruitful in proud, va- 
liant, and whimfical minds. This was thQ earl 
'of Peterborough, a man who, in every refped, 
-refembled thofe heroes with whofe exploits the 
'^imagination 6f the Spaniards has filled fo many 
"books. At fifteen years of age he left London, 
to go and make war againft the Moors in 
Africa ; at twenty he was the iirfl who fet on 
foot the revolution in England, and went over 
to the prince of Orange ; but, left the true 
reafon of his voyage ihould be fufpe^ted, he took 
ihipping for America, and then went over to 
the Hague in a Dutdi vefTel. He parted with 
all his fortune more than once. He was now 
carrying on the war in Spain almoft at his own 
expence, and maintained the archduke and all 
his houfhold. It was this extraordinary man, 
who, with the prince of HefleDarmftadt*, was 
laying fiege to Barcelona. He propqfed to the 
prince to make a fudden attack on the entrench- 
ments which covered Fort Montjoui and the 
town. Thefe entrenchments were carried fword 
in hand ; the prince of Darmftadt fell in the at« 
tack. A bomb falling upon a magazine of pow« 

• Reboulety In his hiftory, calls this priace the bead of 
the rebels, as if he bad becD a Spaniard* who bad rebelled 
jisainft Philip V. 

dcr 
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<ier in die fort, blew it up. The fort was ta- 
«k€n, and the town thereupon capitulated. The 
viceroy came to one of the gates of the town to 
confer with lord Peterborough ; but the articles 
^were not yet figned, when their ears were fud- 
denly ftruck with loud cries and ihrieks. ^' You 
:have betrayed us, my lord, &id the vice-roy to 
Peterborough ; we made a fair capitulation, and 
4liere are your Englifh have entered the city 
pver the ramparts, and are killing, robbings 
And plundering every one." '^ You are mifta- 
-ken,v replied lord Peterborough, it muft cer- 
tainly be the prince of Darmftadt's troops. There 
is no other way left to fave your town, but to 
let me enter immediately with my £ngli(h*. I 
will make every thing quiet, and return agaiA . 
to the gate tO' ugn the capitulation." He fpoke 
this with an air of truth and grandeur that, added 
to the prefent danger, entirely perfuaded the go- 
vernor, who immediately let nim enter. He flew 
through the ftreets with his officers, where he 
;^refently found- the Germans suid Catalans bufy 
in plundering the houfes of the principal citi- 
zens ; he drove them oiF, and made them quit 
their booty. After this he meets with the dut- 
chefs of Popoli in the hands of fome foldiers, 
who were going to difhonour her ; he takes 
her from them, and delivers her to her hufband. 
At length, having made every thing quiet, he 
feturns to the gate according to his promife, and 
figns the capitulation. The Spaniards were 
confounded to find fuch magnanimity in the 
Englifhj whom the populace had always been 
taught to look upon as mercilefs barbarians, be- 
«cauie they were heretics* 

To 
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To the lofi of Barcelona fucceeded the mor«- 
tification of a fniitlefs attempt to retake iu 
Philip V. though he had the greater part of 
Spain in his intercft, had neither generals, 
engineers, or hardly (Mkre. The count of 
Touloufe returned to block up tiie harbour 
with twenty-five -ftiips -of war, the whole re- 
mains of the French «avy ; marihal Tcffle for* 
med the ftegeby land with thirty-one fiquadcons 
«f horTe, and thirty-feven battalions of* foot ^ 
l)ut the Englifh fleet appearing, that of France 
was obliged to retire, and TeUe raifed the iiege 
with precipitation, leaving an Ini* 
^^y^^ menfc quantity of provifions behind 
17^^ him ki his cas>p, and one thoufand 
(five hundred wounded to the mercy of lord 
Peterborough, Thefe wene heavy lofies ; and 
It could hardly be faid whether it had coft France 
more to conquer Spain, than it now did to 
affift it. Neverthelefs, the grandfon of Lewis 
XIV. ftill kept his ground, through the affec- 
tion of the Caftilians, whbfe greateft pride 
is their fidelity, and who, on this occa- 
fion, continued firm to the choice they had 
fiiade. 

In Italy affairs wore a better afpeil i Lewis 

was revenged of the duke of JSavoy ^ the duke 

, of Vendome had, in the b^inning, 

Aug. 10, repulfed prince Eugene with fonae 

^7^" glory, in the battle of Caflano, 
near the Adda ; this proved a bloody day, and 
one of thofe dravtm battles for which, both fides 
fing T€ Deum^ and that only ferve to deftroy 
men without advancing the aiiairs of 'either 

party. 
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pKctf. After the battle of Caffano ^. jj 
he gained a complete vi^iory at 1706 
Caffinato *, in the abfence of prince ' 

Eugene; and that prince^ arriving next day, 
fay Unothet detachment of his army intirely 
routed : in (hort, the allies were obliged to give 
ground every where before the duke of Veri- 
dome. Turin alone remained to be taken ; 
they were already in march to inveft it, and 
there appeared no poflibility of relieving it. 
Mar&al Villars puihed the prince of Baden in 
Germany. Villeroi, with an army of eighty 
thoufand men in Germany, was in hopes to in- 
demnify himfelf on Marlborough for the ill 
fuccefs be had met with againft prince Eugene. 
His too great confidence in his own abilities 
proved now more fatal than ever to France. 

Marfbal Villeroi's army was encamped near 
the river Mehaigne, by the heads of the little 
Ghette i his center was at RamillieS) a village 
fince as famous as that of Blenheim. It was 
in bis power to have avoided a battle : he was 
advifed to do fo by his general officers ; but a 
blind paffion for glory prevailed over every other 
coniideration. It is faid that the difpofltion-he 
made for the battle was fuch, that every one of 
the leaft experience forefaw the fatal confe- 
quence. His center was compbfed of new raif-. 
ed troops, neither complete nor acquainted 

* It was the count de Reveotlau, a native of Denmark, 
vho commanded at the battle of Caflinato^ but the troops 
were all Imperialifts, 

La Baumette obfervet on this occafion, in his notes on 
the Age of Lewis XIV. " That the Danes are as little 
worth abroad as at home.** It is very extraordinary to fe« 
a writer thus abufing every nation. 

Vol. VII, L with 
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with military dtfcipline.- ' Hi left (hebaggagtf- 
bfetween'the lines, aiid 'p<^ed his left wing b&* 
hind a morafs, as if he intended to prevent it 
from coming near the enemy*. 
** Marlborough, who obierved all 

*y ^3> thefemiftakeswithacaref«l-eye,dfew' 
'7 up his army m fuch a manner as to: 

take advantage of them-; he perc^ivedthat (he 
left wing of the French army cottld ftot copfie' 
up to attack his right; he therefore made- 
draughts from that part of his army, in- order 
to fall upon the enemy's center, at RamiHies, 
with a fuperior force. Monfieur de-Gaffion, the 
lieutenant-general, obferving 4hefe motions,; 
pried out to the marihal, •* Yt)u are- undone,* 
Sir, if you do not ihflantly change the order of' 
battle. Make a draught from your left wing,, 
that you may have an equal force to oppofe to 
the enemy. Clofe yopr lines more. If you 
lofe a minute, you are irrecoverably. loft."^ 
This falutary advice was backed by feveral of 
thfe other officers; but the marfhai would not 
believe them. When Marlborough began the 
attack, he found the army drawn up in the very 
manner in which he himfelf would have pofted 
it for a defeat. This was publicly declared 
through all France, and hiftory is partly a ric- 
lation of the opinions of men; but may it not 
be alledged that the troops of the confederates 
were better difciplined, and that the confidence 
they had in their generals, and their paft fuc«- 
cedes, infpired them with fuperior boldnefs ? . 
Were there not fome of the French regiments 
who did not do their duty ? And do we not 

* See Feuquieres*8 memoirs. 

2 know 



itized by Google 



i. E W rS XIV: 2r9 

know that tliofe battalions who can Beft ftand 
fire, decide the deftiny of fiates ? The French 
army did not maintain its ground for half an 
hour J at Hochftet the fight lafted for cigKt 
hours, and the French killed the vidors up- 
wards of eight thoufand men ; but, at the battle 
of Ramillies, they killed them only two thou- 
fand five hundred. The defeat was general ; 
the French loft twenty thoufand men, together 
with th^ honour of their nation, and every 
hope of recovering the advantage. Bavaria and 
Cdogne had been loft by the battle of Blen- 
heim, and all Spanifh Flanders was now loft 
by this of Ramillies ^Marlborough entered vic- 
torious into Antwerp and Brufiels, took Oftend, 
and Menin furrendered to him. 
. Marfhal Villeroi, in defpair, did not dare to 
acquaint the king with this defeat; he con- 
tinued five days without difpatching a courier. 
At length he wrote a confirmation of this news, 
which had already filled the court of France 
with conftemation ; and when he returned to 
Verfailles to prefent himfelf to the king, that 
monarch, inftead of reproaching him, only faid, 
** Monfieur ic marechal, people at our time of 
life are not fortunate/' 

The king immediately fent for the duke of 
Vcndomc out of Italy, where he thought his 
prefcnce not neceflary, in order to replace Vil-^ 
leroi in Flanders, and repair, if poffible, his 
diferace. He ftill entertained hopes, and with 
juft reafon, that the taking of Turin would 
make him amends for all thefe loiTes. Prince 
Eugene was at too great a diftance to come to 
its relief; he was on the other fide the Adigi^ 
and a long chain of intrenchments'tbat lined 
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•the river on this fide, feemed to make a'pai^ 
fage impra£licable. Fbrty-rfijfc (quadrons and 
an hundred battalions formed the fiege of this 
peat city. 

The duke de Feuillade, who commanded this 
^rmy, was the ,gaycft and moft amiable man 
in the kingdoms and, though fon-in-law to 
the miniftcr, he was the. darling of tbejpeople ; 
he was fon to that marihal de la Peuillade who 
jereded t))e flatue of Lewis XIV . in the iquare 
des Vi<£toires. He appeared to have as much 
courage as his father; the (ame ambition; the 
ifame magnificence ; and more underftanding; 
^e expeded the ftaff of marihal of France as 
a reward for his taking Turin. Chamillard, 
.his father-in-law, who loved him tenderly, 
had left nothing undone. to fecure Jiim fiiccefs. 
^he imagination ftands appalled at the detail 
<of the preparations made for this fiege. Tbofe 
readers who have it not in their power to in- 
form themfclves of thefe matters, may perhaps 
.oot be difpleafed to meet here with an account 
e( this immenfe and fruitlefs apparat;us. 

There were an hundred and forty pieces of , 
cannon, .and it is to be obferved, fhat each 
large cannon, mounted on its carriage, cofis 
akuit two thoufand crowns ; one hundred, and 
l^n thoufand balls, one hundred and fix thou* 
land cartridges of one form, and three hundred 
thoufand of another ; twenty-one thoufend 
bomb-lhells, twenjty-feven thoufand feveh hun- 
dred hand-grenades, fifteen thoufand fand-bags, 
thiity thoufand pioneering-tools, and twelve 
hundred thoufand pounds weight of powder, be* 
fides kad, iron, tin, cordage, with every thing 
j»©pcr for the minei^, fulphur, falt-petre, and 

im- 
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%)pTements of all kinds. It is certain, that th^ 
expence of all thefe prq)arations for deftfUc- 
tion, was more than fufficient to have founded- 
a numerous colony, and put it into a flourifhing 
condition. Every fiegc of a great town requires' 
the fame prodigious expence, and yet when a- 
•little village is to be repaired at nome, it is 
neglected. 

The duk^ de laFeutllade, full of ardour and 
affivity, inferior ta no- one in undertakings' 
where courage alone was required, but incapable 
oPconduflingthofe that called for art, reflec- 
tion, and time, hurried the (lege againft ajl rules.- 
'Marftal VauBani the only general perhaps who 
'loved his country better than himfelf, had pro- 
• pofed' to the duke de la Feuillade to come and 
dire£l the fiege as an engineer, and to fcrve in 
his army as a volunteer; but the pride of la< 
Feuillade mad&him take thb^fFer for infolence, 
concealed^ Beneath the appearance of modefty, 
and was piqued that the beft engineer in France 
ihould' preRime to give him advice. He wrote 
back to hrm, in a letter which * I have fcen, 
** I hope to take Turin by Cohcrn.'* I'his 
'Cohorn was-tbe V^uban of the allies, an ex- 
cellent engineer,., and a good • general who had 
taken feveral peaces that had been fortified by 
Vauban. After fuch a letter there was a necef- 
fity to take Turin 5 but having begun -the at- 
:tack by the citadel, which* ^'Ss ^flie ftrongeft 
part, and 'the city not- bei-ng completely fur*- 
rounded, an opening was left f6r men or provh- 
lions to be thrown in, or for the diike of Savoy 
to fally out. In fhort, the greater impetuofity ' 
tbe duke de la Feuillade ihewed inhis <jF«pi»ted^ 
L '3 , andi 
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and fruitlds attacks, the more tedious was the 
fieae*. 

The duke of Savoy came out of the town 
i^'ith fome fquadrons of horfe, in order to amufe 
tlie duke de la Feuillade. The latter immedi* 
ately quitted the dire&ion of the fiege to run 
^iter the prince, who, being better acquainted 
with the ground, baffled his purfuit. Thus la 
Peuillade mifled the duke, and the buiinef^ of 
the fiege fuffered by it, 

AH our hiflorians, almoft to^ a man, aflert, 
^hat the duke de ]a Feuillade had no intention 
to take Turin, and pretend that he had fworn 
^to the dutchefs of Burgundy to reaped her fa- 
ther's capital ; they likewife tell us that this 
priiKcfs prevailed upon madame de Maintenon, 
%o caufe fuch meafures to be taken as would 



* During this fiege, which conUnued from May to Sep** 
tember^ z fimple corporal facrificed his own life for tha 
•good of his country, with a fpirit equal to ^hat of a Curtitt* 
or a Scaevola. The French had adaally made a lodgement 
in one of the fubterraneous galleries of the citadel, from. 
vrhencQ they could have penetrated into the body of tbo 
place. A corporal of miners, wbofe name was Mica, be- 
ing at work under the gallery, in finifliiog a mine wluch was 
not yet primed, and forefeeing that the enemy could not 
fail to have poflbflion of the citadel, unlefs they wereimmo- 
<diately deftroyed, devoted his life to the fafety of bis fellow- 
citizens. He forthwith primed t))e mine, and defired one 
of his companions to tell the king he implored his maje(ly*s 
protedion for his wife and children ; then he ordered his 
pioneers to retire, and make a fignal of their being in a place 
of fafety, by firing a muiket, which he no fooner heard, 
than he fet fire to the mine, and perifhed with two hundred 
grenadiers, who had taken poflTeffien of the gallery. The 
king expreffed his fenfe of this adion, by. making a very 
ample provifion for Mica*s wife and children, and fettling 
an annual penfioa of fix httodred Uvres iQr ever oo bis de« 
ilcMdants. 

favc 
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fave ^he town- It it certain, that almoft all 
the officers in this army were for a long tim^ 
perfuaded of the truth of this ; but it was only 
one of thofe popular rumours which are the 
difgrace of the novelift, and the diflionour of 
the hiftorian ; befides, how contradi<Slory was 
It, that the fame general who would not take 
Turin, fbould endeavour to feize on the perfon 
of the duke of Savoy ? 

From the 13th of May to the,20th of June th^ 
duke of Vendome had been pofted on the banks 
of the Adigi, to cover this fiege, and thought, 
himfelf certain, with feventy battalions and 
fixty fquadrons, to flop all the pailages againft 
prince jEugene. 

The imperial general was in want of mei| 
and money. The mercers company of Lon* 
4lon lent him about fix millions of bur livrcs * ; 
he then fent for a fupply of men from the circles 
of the empire. The flownefs of thefe fuccours 
might have proved the ruin of Italy ; but the 
JDownefs of the fiege of Turin was ftill greater. 
, Vendome was already appointed to go and re- 
atr the lofTes in Flanders ; but, before he left 
taly, he fuiFercd prince Eugene to crofs the 
Adigi, to pafs the White Canal, and even the 
Po itfelf, a river larger, and in fome places mortf 
difficult of paflage than the Rhine -, and before 
he himfelf left the banks of the Po, he faw 
brince Eugene in a condition to advance evea 
to Turin; Thus he left affairs in the moft tick- 
liJh crifis in Italy, "while in Flanders, Uerma- 
hy, and Spain, they appeared defperate. 

. . • Or nearly 1633001. Sterlitigy at io| to the livre. 

i .L4 . .duke 
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The duke of Vend6mc then went to Mens 
to aflcmble Villeroi*s fcattered forces ; and the 
,<iuke of Orleans, nephew of Lewis XIV. was 
fent to command his army on the banks of the 
Po. He found thefe troops in as much dtforder 
as if they had fuffered a defeat. . Eugene had 
^ ^afied the Po in fight of Vendome -, he now 
trofled the Tanaro in view of the duke of Or- 
leans, took Carpi, Corregio, and Reggio ; flole 
a march upon the French, and at length joined 
the duke of Savov near Afti. All that the duke 
of Orleans could do was to march and join la 
FeuiHade in his camp before Turin. Prince 
Eugene followed with the utmoft diligence. 
The duke of Orleans had now two mcafuresfn 
his choice, either to wait for priace Eugene in 
the lines of circumvallation, or to march and 
meet him while he was yet on the other fide of 
Veillane, He called a council of war, at which 
were prefcnt marfhal Marfin, the fame who had 
Joft the battle of Blenheim, the duke de la 
FeuiHade, Albergoti, St. Fremont, and other 
lieutenant-generals, to whom he thus addreSed 
bimftif; *' Gentlemen, if we remain in our 
lines we lofe the battle. The lines of cirfciim- 
vallation are above five leagues in length : it 
Vill be impofiible for us to line all thefe en- 
trenchments. On one hand here is the regi- 
ment of marines, that is not above two mendeep j 
and, oh the other hand, there are many places 
left entirely naked. The Doire, which ruua 
through our camp, will prevent our men from 
marching readily to the affiftance of one* an- 
other; befidcs, when the French know they arc 
attacked, they lofe one of their prjacipal ad- 
vantages, that impetuoiity and inftantaneous ar- 

douTA 
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fl6ur, which fo frequently decide the -fete of 
Bkttkls. Bclipve me, it is our intereft to march 
aii-e6Uy to the enemy." The Jieutenant-genc-i- 
rals immediately cried out, one and all, " Let 
us march." Then marfhal Marfih drew the ' 
king's order out of his pocket, which left every 
thing to his decifion in cafe of an^ a£lion, and Ic : 
Vrzs his opinion to remain in the liries. 

The duke of Orleans was not a little iiicenfe<l ^^ 
to find, that be was fent to the army only as z i 
prince of the bl6od, and not as* a general ; how- 
ever, he was obliged to follbw Marfin's advice, \ 
and made the nccefla'ry preparations for this ^ 
difadvantageous adion,' 

The enemy feemed it firftito intend to make ' 
feveral attacks at once ; and thfe variety of their ' 
movements threw-the French camp into confu- 
ih>n. The duke of Orleans propofe'd one thing, , 
Marfinand'la'Feuillide another; they difputed, . 
and concluded upon nothing ;. till at length ^• 
they fufFered the enemy to pafe the Doire, who 
advanced towards thfem in eight columns, of" 
llventy-five men deep each. There was an im- 
mediate neceffity of oppofing.them with batta- 
libns of equal thicknefs. 

* Albergoti, who was pofted at a diftance from * 
the main army, on the Capucins hill, had twen- 
ty thoufand men with him, and only a body of ' 
the enemy's militia to oppofe,' who did not dare * 
to attack/ They fent from^thecamp for a de- 
tachment of 'twelVe thoufand men ; but he re- 
ttirned Tor anfwer, that he could not weakea ? 
his divifion, and gave fome fpecious rcafons. 
Time was loft in thefe altercations. Prince - 
Elige^ic attacks the imrenchments, and in two • 
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ScDt *7 ^^^^^ **"^® forces them. The dufc« 
ito6 °^ Orleans was wounded, and had re- 
' tired to be dreft ; but he was fcarcc 

;ot to the furgeon's tent, when word was 
rought him that all was loft, that the enemy 
was matter of the camp, and that the defeat 
was become general. Nothing remained but 
immediate flight ; the trenches were abandon- 
ed, and the whole army difperfed- All the 
^^3g2ge, provifion, and ammunition, together 
Vith the military cheft, fell into the hands of 
the conquerors. Marihal Marfin himfelf was 
^wounded in the thigh, and madeprifoner. One 
*^of the duke of Savoy's furgeons cut offhis thigh^ 
and he died a few minutes after the operation. Sir 
Paul Methuen, ambaflador from England to the 
court of Turin, the moft generous and brave 
man that his country had ever employed in her 
embaiBes, fought by the duke of Savoy's fide 
during the whole adioh. He was prefent 
when marflial Marfin was taken prifoner, and 
was near him in his laft moments j and he told 
me, that the marihal, when he was dying, 
fpoke to him in thefe very terms : ** Be per- 
fuaded. Sir, that it was contrary to my opinion 
that we waited for you in our lines." The(c 
words fcem pofitively tp contradi<9: what pafliej 
at the council of war, and may neverthelefs be 
true J for Marfin, when he took leave of the 
king at Verfailles, reprefented to his majefty 
tiiat It would be proper to march and attack the 
enemy, in cafe they fhould appear to relieve 
Turin; butChamillard, intimidated by fo many 
former defeats, had afterwards prevailed that 
the army ihould wait in the lines, and not 

oflFer 
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offer battle : and this order given at Verfailles 
occafloned the difperiion of fixty thoufiind tnen. 
The Frenc.h had not above two thoufand 
men killed in this engagement ; but we have a!*- 
ready feen, that a panic does more than even 
flaoghter. The impoffibility of finding fubfif* 
tence, which would make an army retire after a 
viflory, brought back the troops to Dauphiny, 
after their defeat. Every thing was in fuch 
diforder, that the count of Medavy-Grancei, 
who was at that time in the Mantuan with a 
bodv of troc^, and beat the Imperialifts at 
Canlglione, under the command of the prince 
of Hefle, afterwards king of Sweden, gained 
only a ft-uitlefs AriAory, though it was g . 
complete*. In a word, the dutchy 705 
of Milan, Mantua, Piedmont, and ^' 
laftly the. kingdom of Naples, were all loft 
¥rithin a very little time of one another. 

■ * ThiS'O^icer fi|rprt£Bd tbe prince of HeiTe in the neigh- 
bourhbod of CafligUone, and obliged him to retreat to the 
Adigi^ with the lofs of two thoufand men ; but this ac- 
tion was attended With ho other confequence. 
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CHAP. CLXXXIV. 

The Lofles of the French and Spania]ID9^ 
contiaued. Lewis XIV. humbled 5 hb Rer- 
feveranec and>Refource8. Battle of Mal- 

* PLAQUET, 

TH E battle of Hochftet,,or Blenheim, coft 
Lewis XIV. a fine army, and the whole 
country from the Danube to the Rhine ^ and 
the eledor of Bavaria all his dominions. Alt 
{'landers- was loft to the very gates of Lifle^. 
by the f^ial day of Ramillies ; and the defeat 
at Turin drove the French out of Italy, wbici^ 
had always happened to them in every war fincc 
the time of Charlemagne. . They had ftill fome ' 
troops left in the dutchy .of Milaa» and the 
little vidorious army under the count of Me«- 
davy. They were sdfo ftill in poiTeflion of fome 
ftrong places. They offered to give up all 
thcfe to the emperor, provided- he would permit 
theie troops, which amounted to about fifteen 
thoufand meny tb retirtr^ unmoleftcd. The em- 
peror accepted of the propofition, and the duke - 
of Savoy gave his aflent* Thus the ^mperor,^ 
with a dsSh of his pen, became peaceable pof-^ 
feflbr of Italy. The kingdom of Naples and*^ 
Sicily was guarantied ta him,., and every thing: 
that had formerly been feudal 'wa& now treated 
as fubje£fc to a fupreme power. He impofed »- 
tax of one hundred and fifty thoufand piftoles^ 
upon Tufcany ; forty thoufand upon the dutchy ' 
pf Mantua \ and Parma, Modena^ Lucca, and^ 
.Genoa, notwithftandin^ they were^free ftates^^ 
were included in thefe impofitions* 

The 
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The emperor, who had all thefe advantages ■ 
on his fide, was not that Leopold, the antieirt 
rival of Lewis XIV. who, under a fhew of 
'moderation, had fecretly cherifhed the moft am- 
bitious views. It was the fiery, fprightly, and- 
paffionatc Jofeph, his eldeftfon, who was not 
fo good a foldier as his father. If ever there 
was an emperor who- feemed' formed to enflave 
Germany, it was this^ Jofeph : hfs- dominions . 
ftretched beyond the A}p8, he laid the pope un- 
der contribution, and, by his fale authority, in ^ 
1706, had the eIe£lors of Blavaria and Cologne 
put under the ban of the empire, and then ftript 
them of their dominions* He kept Bavaria's 
'children in prifon, and- took away fronr them 
even their name.. Their father had nothing left 
but to retire to France and the Low Coun- 
tries, afterwards, in 17 12; Philip V. ceded tt> ' 
them all Spaniih Flanaers*. If he could have 
kept this province, it would have been a better 
iettlement fbr him than'^even Bavaria, and have 
freed bin> from his fiil^dHon to the houfe of 
Auftria ; but he could getpoffefEbn onty of tWc • 
cities of Luxemburg^ Namur, and Charleroi» . 
the reft being in the hands of the victors. . 
Every thing now feemed to threaten Lewis 
XIV. who had fo lately been the terror of 2JlV' 
Europe. There was nothing to oppofethe dukte 
of Savoy's entering France. Engird and Scot- 
land were ktely become one . kingdom, by the 
union : or, rather, Scotland, now become a pro- 
vince of England, encreafed the power of its 

• It IS faid in Reboulet^s hUlory» that hehad^hk (bvf- 
reigpty ^ e^rlyjis 1700 j bjt a$ that tiUM it was ^vem^ 
•aly by a Yic«roy, 

antiofit^ 
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antient rivah In the years 1706 aAd 1707 all 
the enemies of France feemed to have acquired 
new ftrength, jind that kingdom to be on the 
verge of ruin. She was puflied on all fide^'^both bjr 
fea and land. Of the formidable fleets which Lewis 
XIV. had raifed, fcarcely five and twenty fliips 
were left remaining. Strafburg ftill continued to 
be the barrier town towards Germany; but by 
the lofs of Landau, all Alface lay ei^poTed. Pro- 
vence was threatened with an invafion by fea and . 
land, and the lofles already fuftained in Flai^ 
ders, made us tremble for what wa$ left ; and 
yet, notwitbftanding all thefe difaftfers*, the 
body of the kingdom had not yet been attack- 
ed ; and, unfuccefsful as the W^ had beeli, we 
only loft what we had before conquered. 

Lewis XIV. ftill oppofed his enemies ; and 
though beaten almoft every where, be ^on^ 
tinned to refift, protect, aifd even attack- on 
all fides. But.afFsrirs were, as unfuccefsfal ih 
Spain as in Italy, Germany, and.Flandefsl it 
is faid that the fiege of fi^r.celo^a Wad .iUIl 
worfe conduced than that of Turin. ' . 

The count of Touloufe* had hardly niade 
fais appearance with his fleets when he was^b- 
■ >* ' ' " » " I II ^ I 1 1 [ I I I ' 1 

• IiYthe begiftniAg ofllpril 1706, kli^g PhiKp at the 

. htnA of a Ruraerous army, undertook the fiegfc of BarocAoiik^ 

which was defended by his rival Charles, in peifon. It W^s 

at the fame time blocked up by fea, by the Coufit de Tou- 

' lonfe, and in all probability muft have furrendered, had it 

* not been relieved by the £nglidi fleet. Sir John LeiAc 

failed from Lifbon with thirty fliips of the line, and o* tie 

eighth day of May arrived in fight of Barcelona. The French 

admiral at his approach made the beft of his way to Toulon i 

and in three days iffCer his departure, Philip retired in ^reat 

•^ordee, leaving hi» tentt hlliinid| to^er^Widi lut Mi 

and wounded, 

liged 
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liged toiail back again. Barcelona was relieved, 
the fiege raifed, and the French, after having 
loft half their army, were forced, for want of 
provifions, to march back into Navarre, a little 
kingdom that they kept for the Spaniards, and 
of which our kings take the title by a cuftom 
that feems beneath their dignity. 

To thefe difafters was added yet another, 
which feemed tb be the "finifliing ftroke. The 
Portuguefe, together with a body of Englifli, 
iindfer the command oflord Galloway, a French- 
man, foTmerly count de Ruvig^ii, lately created 
a peer of Ireland,, took every place' they pre- 
lented ihemfelves before, and were advanced 
even ifito the. province of Eftramadura; while 
the duke of Berwick, an Engliftiman, who com- 
manded the troops of France and 'Spain, in vain 
attempted to ftop their progrefs. 
• Philip V. uncertain of his fate, was in Pam- 
pelona j while his competitor, Charles, was in- 
creafing his party, and augmenting his forces 
in Catalonia. 

He was mafter of Arragon, the province of 
Valentia, Carthagena, and part of the province 
of Granada. The Englifti took Gibraltar for 
themfelves, and gave him Minorca, Ivica, and 
Ah'cant: befides, the road ofTVIadrid was open 
to him J and lord Galloway entered that city 
l^vithout any refiftance, and proclaimed the arch- 
duke Charles king: ' afmgle de- j , 
tachment fent from the army pro- •' .^ir** 
"claimed him in Toledo. In fhort, ^7^ 
Philip*s affairs feemed fo defperate that marihaT 
Vauban, the firft of engineers, and the beft 
of citizens, a man continually engaged in 
ichemes^ fome ufeful^ others imprafticable^ and 

all 
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^I of them fingular, z&uMy propofed t6 the 
French court to fend Philip over to America to 
reign there. In this cafe all the Spaniards in 
Philip's intercft would have quitted their country 
to follow him. Spain would liave been left a 
prey to civil fafbions. The French* would have 
had the whole ^trader of Peru and. Mexico, and 
France would have been aggrandized even by . 
the misfortunes of Lewis XlV's family. This 
pj-ojeft was actually in confideration at Ver-^ 
failles; but the perfeverance of the Cafiilians,. 
and the overfights of the enemy, preferved 'the - 
crown upon Philip's head. The. people loved ; 
him as the king of their choi<te ; andhis queen, . 
the duke of Savoy's daughter, had gained their 
affe£lions by the pains foe took to pTeafe'them ;. 
by an intrepidity above hec lex, and an adiye^ 
pprfeverance under misfortuner. . She went in 
Pfrfohirom city to city, animating , the ^inds- 
of* her fubje<9:s, roufing their zeal, and receiving 
the donations which they brought in on aS 
fides ; fo that in three weeks time (he remitted' 
KjEX'Jiufband upwardif of two hundred thoiifand 
cfowns. .Not one of the grandees who had • 
taken the oath of fidelity proved falfe. When 
lord Galloway proclaimed the archduke in Ma* 
drid, the people cried out,. '^'Long^Iive king 
Philip/! and at Toledo, they mutinied, and ^ 
put to jligh.t the officers who yrere g9ing to- 
jM'ocIaim Charles. 

The Spaniards had tillthen made very few 
efforts in fiipport of their king } but- when they 
law him thus diftreiled, they exerted themfelves 
in a furj^rifing manner ; and on this occafioh 
Shewed an example of a courage quite the re^* 
verfe of that of other nations, who gcn«ratfy 

ftt". 
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fct out in a vigorous manner, but fhrink back- 
at hft. It is very difficult to impofe a king 
upon a nation againft its will. The Portuguefe, 
Englifh, and Auftrians, that were in Spain, 
were miferably harrafled wherever they came, 
fuffered much for want of provifions, and were 
guilty of errorsL almaft unavoidable in a ftrangc 
country J fo that they were beaten piece-meal. 
In (hort, Philip V. three months after his leaving 
Madrid like a fugitive, entered it again in tri- 
umph, and was received with as much joy and 
acclamations as his rival haj met with cold- 
nefs and averfvon. 

Lewis XIV. redoubled his elR^rts. when he 
law the Spaniards beftir themfehres ; and whilq 
he was obliged to provide for the fafety of the 
"fca-coafts of the weftern ocean and the Medi-» 
terranean, by ftationing miHtia all along ftiore?*;. 
though he had one army in Flanders, another, 
at Strafburg, a body of troops in Navarre^^ 
and one in Rouffillon, he fent a fre(h reinforce- 
ment to marftial Berwick lat Caftile. 
' It was with thefe troops, feconded by the 
Spaniards, that feerwick gained the important 
tattle of Almanza*, in which he beat * ., 
Galloway. Neither Philfp nor the ^'"^^' 
archduke were prefent at this aftion, ^'' 
on which the famous carl of Peterborough,^ 
who was Angular in every thing, obferved, 

- - ■ ' 

• This was fought on the fourteeath day of AprU 170 7» 
and was altogether a decifive adion. The allies were to« 
tally defeated, with the lofs of ten thoufand men taken 
prifooers, with all their colours and artillery. The defeat 
was in a great meafure owing to the cowardice of the Pop« 
tugucfe troopt «f&.the righti whofleil on (befirftonfei^ 
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^^ That ifv^as excellentyjndeed, ioBghtSLpkA 
one another for them." The duke of OxiesDS, 
who was to have the command in Spain^ and who 
was very defirous<>f being prefent, did not arri^ 
till the day after the battle : however, he made 
91II poffible advantage of the vi£bry, by taking 
feveral places, and among others Lerida, the 
rock on which the great Conde had fplit. 

On the other hand, marihal Villars, now re- 
placed at the head of the armies in Germany, 
beciufe the government could not do without 
him, made amends for the fatal defeat at Hoch- 
ftet. He forced the enemy's lines at Stol- 
_ boffen, on the other fide thq Rhine, difperfed 
their whole body, levied contributions for fifty 
leagues round» and advanced as far as the Da« 
xiube. This momentary fuccels gave ^ better 
face to aiFairs^on the frontiers of Germany } 
but in Italy all was loft. The kingdom of 
Napks, entirely defencele&, and accuftomed to 
a change of mafters, was under the yoke of the 
conquerors \ and the po|»e, unable to refufe a 
pafiage: to the German troops through his do- 
minions, faw, without daring to murmur, the 
emoeror make himfelf his vaflal againft his 
will. It is. a ftrong inf^nce of the force of 
received opinions, and the power of cuftom,. 
that Naples m^y always be feized upon without 
Confulting the pope, and yet that thepoffeflpr 
IS always obliged to do him homage for it. 

While tTie grand-fon of Lewis XlVT was 
thus deprived of Naples, the grand-father Vas 
on the point of lofmg Provence and Datjphiily; 
The duke of Savoy and prince Eugene had al- 
ready entered tbofe provinces by the narrow 
pafs of Tender and Lewis JCW-.-faad^e-flBOir*' 
: . tifi- 
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tificatiori to fee that very duke of Savoy, who 
a twelvemonth before had hardly any thing left 
but his capita], and prince Eugene, who had 
been brought up -at his court, on the point of 
Gripping him of Toulon and Marieilles. 

Toulon was befieged, and in danger of being 
taken; the Englifh fleet lay before the harbour, 
jmd bombarded the town. A little more dili- 
gence, precaution, and unanimity, would have 
carried Toulon. Marfeilles, then left defence- 
lefs, could have made no refiftance, and France 
feemed likely to lofe two provinces; but what 
is probable feldom happens. There was time 
to fend fuccours ; a detachment had been made 
from marfhal Villar^'s army, as foon as thefe 
provinces were threatened ; and the advantages 
in Germany were made to give, way to the 
fafety of a part of France. That part of the 
country by which the enemy entered was dry, 
barren, and hilly ; proyifions were fcarce, and 
a retreat difficult. A ficknels, which made 
great h.avock in-. the enemy's army, proVed no 
unfavourable circumflanQs toIiewisXIV. Thc: 
fiege of Toulon was raifed*, and foon after** 
wards the enemy evacuated Provence, and Dau«^ 
phiny was out of danger ; fo feldom does an in« 
vafion prove fuccefsful, unlefs there is an in'** 
jtelligence with the people of the country; 
Charles V. failed in the fame defign, and of 

. • This attempt upon TowIod might have fucceeded> if 
the emperor, notwithflanding the repeated remonftrancc^i 
of the maritime powers, had not divided his army in ItaljF^ 
. by detaching a con/iderable army towards Naples j and de* 
tained ten thoufand recruits in Germany^ from an appre-. 
lieniton of the king of Sweden, who was then in'^Saxony, 
amd oitYery Indifferdiit tenot with the court of Vienna. 

latQ 
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late da7« the queen of Hungary's troops hrr9 
been likewift diiappotnted in- their attempts 
upon this country. 

However, this in^afion,* which coft Ae allien 
fo dear, proved of no fmall diflervice to the 
French. The country had been- fpoiled, and* 
ottf forces divided. 

Europe little expe£led that, whilfe the French 
nation thus exhaufted, thought itfelf happpy^ia 
having efcaped an invafion, Lewis XiV. was 
fufficiently great and fruitful in expedients^ to 
attempt himfelf an invafion in Great Britain*, 
in defpite of the weak ftatc of his maritime 
Ibrces and the powerful fleets of the Engliffi 
that covered the feas. This expedition was 
propofed by fome of the Scotch, in the intereft 
tof James III, The fuccefs was doubtful ; but 
Ircwis thought the- very attempt fufficiently 
glorious ; and a£lually declared afterwards, that 
he was determined as much by this motive as 
his political intereff. 

To carry the war into Great-Britain-, at- that 
time,. when we could with difficulty fupport 
the burthen of it in fo many other places, and 
to endeavour to replace the fon of James 11. 
on the throne of Scotland, at leaft while we 
could hardly fupport Philip V. on that of Spain, 
was a noble idea^ and after aH,. not quite defti* 
tiite of probabilityt 

Thofe of the Scotch who had not fold them* 
felves to,the court of London^ were grievedio. 
.fee themfelves reduced to a ftate of dependence ; 
on the Engliih', and privately with one accord ! 
called upon the offspring of thei]:ahcien]t kings, 
vho inlii^ infancy had. heea drivea from tbe 

titfooc. 
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thfone of three kingdomsy ^nd whofe very birth! 
bail been contefted by his enemies. They: 
promifed to Join him with thirty thoufand men 
ill arms to fight his caufe, if he would only 
land at Edinburgh with fotne iew fuccours 
from France. 

Lewis XIVT. who in his paft twi^e of ^jrof- 
perity, had made fuch efforts in behalf of the 
father,^ now did the fame for the fon, though 
his fortunes were in the decline. . Eight, (hips' 
of war and feventy tranfports were got ready 
at Dunkirk, and iix thoufand men w . 
put on board. The count de Gace, j^J'fJ* 
afterwards marfhal Madgnon, had the ' . 
command of the troops, and the chevalier dc < 
Forbin Janfon, one of the beft failors of his 
time;, that of the fleet. Every thing ieemed 
favourable for their defign: there were but 
three thoufand regular troops in Scotland, Eng« 
land was Jeft de&ncelefs, its foldiers being all 
engaged in Flanders, under the duke of Marl** 
borough. The difficulty was to get thither; 
for .ibe Engliib had a fleet of £fty 2xips of war 
cruiflng at fea. This^ expedition was exadly 
like the late one in 'i744f in favour of the 
grand- fon of James II. It was difcovered by the 
g^ernment, and inn\peded by feveral unfucky 
accidents > infomuch that the Englifh minifti;^/ 
had time to fend for ^twelve battsuions out ^f 
Flanders. Several of the moft fufpefbd perfons 
were feized in Edinburgh. At length, the 
pretender having (hewed himfelf upon the 
Scotch coaft, and not feeing, the fignals which 
had been agreed upon, nothing was left but to 
jQBturn back again. The chevalier Forbin landed 
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Um fafe at Dunkirk *» and by his prudent re-' 
treat faved the French fleet ; but the expedition 
was entirely fruftrated. Matignon was the 
only one who gained any thing on dtis occa- 
fion : having opened his orders after he came* 
out to fea, he there found a patent for maribal 
of France, a reward for what he* meant to do, 
hut could not perform. 

There cannot be a more abfurd notion than 
that of Ibme hiftorians, who pretend that queen 
Anne had a correfpondence mth her brother' 
in this affair. It is abfolute folly to fuppofe' 
that Ihe would invite her competitor in the- 
crown to cbme and dethrone her. They have* 
confounded the time, and imagined that (he 
favoured him becaufe (he afterwards looked 
upon him in private as her fucceflbr : but what 
prince would chufe to be driven from the throne' 
by his fucceflbr ? 

While the French affairs were every day 
growing worfe and worfe, the king thought, 
that by fending the duke of Burgundy, bis 
grand-fon, to head the army in Flanders, the 
prefence of the heir prefumptive to the crown 
would excite the emulation of the troops, 

* Lewi$ XIV. is did to have had other aims than thofe 
our author mentions. His chief defign was to make a di- 
verfion from the Netherlands, and exdte a revolt in Great 
Briuin» which might hamper the Englifli mimttry, and 
hinder queea 4otte from, exerting herielf againft France oa 
the continent. The fchome was defeated by the vigilance 
of iir George Byng, commander of the Englifti fquadron« 
who reached the Frith of Edinburgh time enough to pre- 
vent the Pretender's landing. He gave chace to the French 
r<]«adron9 one of the (hips of which he took^ and Fourbin 
efcaped with great difficulty, 

which 
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wfaichr began ta droop, Tfih pvlnce was of a^ 
refolute and intrepid difpofltiofi, pious, juft, and 
learned. He was formed to command wife^ 
men: he loved mankind, and endeavoured to 
make them happy. Though well verfed in the- 
art of war, he conudered that art rather 9s the' 
fcourge of human kind, and an unhappj/: ne-* 
ceffityj than the. fource of real glory. This" 
philofophioial prince was the perfon ient to op- 
pofe the duke of Marlborough, and they gave* 
fatm the duke of Vendoilie for an affiftant* It 
now happened, as it too frequently does : the 
experienced officer was not fuificiently liftened . 
toy and the. prince's council frequently carried - 
it over the general's reafons. Hence arofe two^ 
parties;, v^reas; in the ei^emy's army, there 
was but one, that. of the public good. Prince' 
Eugene was at that time on the Rhine ; but 
when he and Marlborough were together^ they 
never had but one opinion. . ^ 

The duke of Burgundy had the fuperiority • 
in, numbers : Firance, which Europe looked upon 
as exhaufted, had furnii(hed him with an army 
of one bunded thoufand men ; and the allies 
at that, time had not quite eighty thoufand. He 
had moreover the advantage of intelligence on 
his fide, in a country which had be^n (b long 
under the Spanifii dominion, was tired out 
with. Dutch garrifons, and where a great part* 
of the inhabitants were inclined to favotu: 
Philip V. By his correfpondence in Ghent 
aod Ypres, he became mafter of thefe two 
pkoes ; but the fchemes of the foldier foon 
rendered. fruitleis thofe of the politician. The - 
difagfeement in the council of war, already 
began to difbrad: their operations s fo that now ' 

they 
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tlicy4>eg«ii.to march towards the Detxket and 
two hours afterwards turned back again towards 
the Scheld, to go to Oudcnard. Inthis manner 
did they lofe time, while the duke of Marlborough 
and prince Eugene were making the heft of 
theirsi and a£ted in concert with eaoi other. The 
y • French .were routed .near Oudenarde*. 

08 This was not a great battle*; but 

1705 j^ proved a faial retreat. Error was 
added to terror. The regiments were fuflFered 
to w^dcr at random without receiving any 
orders^ and upwards of four thoufand men were 
made prifoners on the road, by the enemy's 
irm V, a few miles diftant only from the field of 
battle. 

The army In defpondency retreated wjthoc^ 
any order,, part under Ghent, part under Tour-» 
nay, and part under Ypres, and quietly fuf- 
fered prince Eugene, now returned from the 
Rhine, to lay fiege to Lifle with an inferior 
array. 

To fit down before fo hrge and well fortified 
a town as Lifle without being mafter of Ghent, • 
obliged to (end for provifions and ammunition 
aft fiir. as Oftend, and tbefe to be brought over 
a narrow caufeway,, at the hazard of being every 
nr.oment furprifed, was what Europe called a 
raih adion ; but which the mifunderflanding 
and irrefolution that prevailed in the French 
army rendered very excufeable, and was juftified 
ia the end l^ the fuccefs. The grand .convoys 
which ought have been intercepted, arrived 
fa/e. The troops that efcorted them, and which 

■ II I I ■ ■ — I ■ ■ I I ■ I tM m 

• If thfl night had not interpo&d, the whole Frcndi army 
would have beca Tviaed. 

X " ought 

Digitized by Google 



' LEWIS XIV. 241 

ought to have been defeated by a fupcrior num- 
ber, proved vidlorious f- The duke of Bur- 
gundy's army, that might have attacked that 
of the enemy . before it was complete, re- 
mained ihaftive; and Lifle was taken, to 
the aftonifhment of all Europe, who thought 
the duke of Burgundy rather in a condition 
to befiege Marlborough and Eugene, than thofe 
generals to befiege Lifle. IVfarflial Boufflers 
defended the place ne^r four months. 

«The inhabitants became fo familiar with the 
noife of cannon, and all the horror that attended 
a (lege, that public diverfions were carried. on 
as frequent as in time of peace; and though a 
bomb one day fell very near the play-houfe, it 
did not interrupt the entertainment. 

Marfhal Boufflers had made fuch judicious 
difpofitions, that the inhabitants of this great 
city remained perfe£tly fecure in his vigilance. 
The defence he .made gained him the efteem 
even of his enemies, the hearts of the inha- 
bitants, and a reward from the king. Thofe 
Dutch hiftorians, or, rather writers, who affedl 
to blame him, fhould remember, that to contra- 
dift the public voice, a perfon mjift have been a 
ivitnefs, and an intelligent one. Or prove what 
he advances J. 

+ AUudiAg to the battle of Wyncndale, in ^hich major 
general .Webb, yrith fix tboufand of the allies, defeated 
two and twenty thoafand French, commanded by the 
count de la Motte. 

- % Of this nature is a hidory which a bookfeller called 
Vanduren, pretends to have been written by the Jcfuit 
La Motte, when concealed in Holland, under the name of 
Xa Hode, and continued by Martiniere ; the whole founded 
only on the pretended memoirs of a count de - • ^^ fecretary 
offtate, • * 

Vol. VII. M In 
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In the mean time, the army that bad looked 
on while Lifle was taken, began to diminifli 
by little and little, and fuffered Ghent to be 
taken next, and then Bruges, and all the pofts 
one after another. Few campaigns have proved 
more fatal than this. The officers in the duke 
of Vendome's inteteft laid all thcfe faults to 
the duke of Burgundy's council, who retorted 
them back upon the duke of Vendome. All 
minds were foured with misfortune. One of 
the duke of Burgundy's courtiers faid one day 
to the duke de Vendome, " Thus it is, never 
to go to mafs ; you fee how misfortunes follow 
us." *' Do you think then, replied the duke 
de Vendome, that Marlborough goes there 
oftner than we?" The emperor Jofeph was 
puffed up with the rapid fuccefTes of the allied 
army ^ he faw himfelf abfolute in the empirCi 
mafler of Landau,' and the road to Paris in a 
manner open, by the taking of Lifle. A party 
of Dutch foldiers had the boldnefs to ad- 
vance as far as Verfailles, from Courtrai, and 
carried off the king's firft equerry from under 
the caflle windows, thinking it had been the 
dauphin, the duke of Burgundy's father. Paris 
was filled with terror; and the emperor enter- 
tained as ftroDg hopes of fettling his brother 
Charles on the throne of Spain, as Lewis XIV. 
•bad to keep his grandfon in pojQeffion of 4t. 

This fuccefiion, which the Spaniards wanted 
to have rendered indivifible, was already fplit 
into three parts. The emperor had taken 
Lombard/ and the ki,nedom of Naples to him- 
felf. His brother Charles was ftill in pofleffion 
of Catalonia, and a part of Arragon. The em- 
peror at that time obliged pope Clement XI. 
$ to 
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to acknowledge the archduke for king of Spain. 
This popet who was -faid to referable St.* Peter, 
becaufe he owned, denied, repented, and wept ; 
had, after Che example of his predeceffor, ac- 
knowledged Philip V. and was attached to the 
faoufe of Bourbon. The emperor,, to punilh 
him, declared feveral Jiefs, which at that time 
were held from the popes, fubjed to the ernpire, 
particularly Parma and Placentia ; laid wafte 
feveral lands belonging to the holy fee, and 
feized on the town of Commacchiof. In former 
times, a pope would hav^e excomrnunicated any 
emperor who had attempted to difpute with him 
the moft trifling privileges, j and that excommuni- 
cation would have driven the emperor from hi& 
throne : but the power of this fee was now re- 
duced within its proper bounds. Clement XL 
at. the inftigation of France had ventured to un- 
(heath the fword for fome fhort time j bat he 
had no fooner taken up arms than he repented 
of it. He perceived that the Romans were in- 
capable of \yielding the fword under a facerdotal 
government. He therefore laid down his arms, 
left Commacchio in the emperor's hands as a 
pledge of his future peaceable condu£(, and con- 
fentol to write to the archduke with the ftile 
of *^ Our deareft fon, the catholic king in 
Spain." A fleet of Englifh fhips in the Medi- 
terranean, and a German army in his dominions^ 
foon made him glad to write, ^ To our deareft 
fon Charles king of Spain/' It was thought 
that this fijffrage of the popes, though of no 
fervice in the German empire, might have fome 
cSeSt on the Spanifh populace, who had been 
made to believe that the archduke was unworthy 
M 2 to 
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to reign, becaufe he was proteded by heretki, 
who bad taken Gibraltar. 

There yet remained to the Spani(h monar- 
chy beyond the continent^ the two iflands of 
Sardinia and' Sicily : an Englifh fleet had taken 
Sardinia, and given it to the emperor $ for the 
Englifh were not willing that the archduke 
fhould have' any thing more than Spain. At 
that time thev made treaties of partition with 
their arms. The conqueft of Sicily they referved 
for another time, chufing rather to employ their 
ihips at fea in cruifmg for the Spani(h galleons, 

. feme of whom they took, than in conquering 
new territories for the emperor. 

France was now as much humbled as Rome, 
and more in danger ; refources began to fail, 
credit was at a ftand, and the people, who had 

. idolized their monarch in his profperity, began 
to murmur againft him when unfortunate. 
A fet of men to whom the miniftry had ibid 

' the nation for a little ready money to fupply 
the immediate call, grew fat on the public ca- 
lamity, and infulted the fu^erings'of the people 
by their luxurious manner of living. The 
money they had advanced, was fpent ; and had 
it not been for the bold induftry of certain tra- 
ders, particularly thofeofSt. Malo, who made 
a voyage to Peru, and brought home thirty 
millions, half of which they lent to the govern- 
ment, .Lewis XIV. would not have had money 
to pay his troops. The war had ruined the 
kingdom, and the merchants faved it : this was 
the cafe in Spain. The galleons, which had 
efcaped being taken by the Enjgliih, helped to 
fupport Philip V. but this refource, which was 
only of a few months duration, did not facili- 
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tate the raifing of recruits. Chamillard, who 
had been made treafurer and fecretary at war, 
refigned the latter poft into the hands of M. 
Voifin, afterwards chancellor, who had formerly 
been an intendant on the frontiers. The armies 
were full as badly fupplied as before, nor did 
merit meet with more encouragement. This' 
fame Chamillard afterwards refigned the ma- . 
nagement of the treafury likewife ; but Def- 
marets, who fUcceeded him in that poft *, was 
not able to reftore a ruined credit. The fevere 
winter of 1709 completed the defpair of the 
nation. The olive trees, which bring in a 
great deal of money in the fouth of France^ 
were all deftroyed 5 almoft all the fruit trees 
were killed with the froft ; there were no hopes 
df an harveft; and there was very little corn in 
the granaries j and what could be brought at a 
very great diftance from the fea-port towns of 
the Levant, and the coaft of Barbary, was liable 
to be taken by the enemies fleets, to whom we 
had hardly any (hips of war to oppofe. The 
fcourge of this dreadful winter was general all 
over Europe ; but the enemies had more re- 
fources, efpecially the Dutch, who had been fa 
long the faftors for other nations, had maga- 
zines fufficiently ftored to fupply the ftrongeft 
armies the allies could bring into the field, in a 
plentiful manner, while the French troops, di- 

» The hiftory of the jefuit dc la Motte, digefted by La 
Martinicre fays, that moniieur dc ChamiUard was removed 
-frofn the treafury in 1703, and that marflial Harcourt 
wai called by the public voice to fucceed him. The 
blunders of this writer are out of number. 

M 3 - miniihcd 
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minifhedand difbeartened, fecmed ready to penih 
for want. 

Lewis XIV. who had already made fome 
advances towards a peace^ determined under 
thefe fatal circumflances to fend his chief mi-r 
nifter, the marquis Torci Colbert, to the 
Hague, afEftcd by the prefident Rouille. This 
was an humbling ftep. They firft met at 
Antwerp, with two burgo-maliers from Am- 
fterdam, named Buis aTid Vanderhuflen, who 
talked in the ftile of conquerors, and returned 
ppon the minillers of the proudeft of all princes 
ail the arrogance with which they chemfelves 
bad been treated in 1672. 

The ftates-general had chofen no ftadtholder 
fince the death of king William ; and the 
Di^tcb magiftrates, who already began to call 
their families, ** The patrician families,'* were 
fo many petty kings. The four Dutch com- 
miilaries, who attended the army, behaved with 
the utmofl infolence to above thirty German 
princes, whom they maintained in their pay. 
';' S'ii;d Holftein hither, faid they; tell Heffeto 
come and fpeak to us." In this manner did a 
fet of merchants exprefs themfelves, who, all 
plain in their garb, and abftemious in their 
.way of living, took a pleafure in trampling 
ppon German h^ghtinefs in their pay, and 
mortifying the pride of a king who had for- 
merly been their conqueror. They were not 
contented with fliewing the Avorld by thefe 
external marks of fuperiority, that power is 
the only real greatnefs. They likewtfe infifted 
i:pon having ten towns in^ Flanders given them 
ip in fovereignty, .and among others Lille» 
vb\h was already in their bands } and Tour« 

nai\ 
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nai, which was not yet taken. Thus the Dutch 
wanted to reap all the fruits of the war, not 
only at the expence of France, but at that of 
the houfe of Auftrialikewife, whofe caufe they 
had been fighting, in the fame manner as the 
republic of Venice had formerly augmented its 
territories with thofc of it? neighbours. The 
republican fpirit is in the main full as ambi* 
tious as the monarchical. 

This plainly appeared a few months after- 
wards ; for when this (hadow of a negociation 
was vanifhed, and the allied army had gained 
ibme frefh advantages, the duke of Marlborough, 
at that time more abfolute in England than his 
royal miftrefs, having been gained over by the 
Dutch, concluded a treaty with the States- 
general in 1709, by which they were to keep 
pofleffion of all the frontier towns which (hould 
be taken from the French ; were to have gar- 
rifons in twenty fortrefles in Flanders, to be 
maintained at the expence of the country, and 
to have Upper Guelders in perpetual fovereignty. 
By this treaty they would have become adtuat 
ibvereigns of the feventeen provinces of the 
Netherlands, and have had the fupreme rule in 
Liege and Cologne. In this manner did they 
want to aggrandize themfelves by the ruin even 
of their allies. They were full of ihefe lofty 
proje£b when the chief minifter of France 
came to them ta aft for peace ; we muft not 
therefore be furprifed at the difdainful reception 
he met with. 

After thefe firft fteps of humiliation, Lewis's 

minifter went to the Hague, where he received 

in his matter's name the laft degree of infult. 

He there faw prince Eugene, the duke of 

M 4 Marl- 
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Marlboroughyand the penfionary Heinfius, who 
all three were for continuing the war. The 
prince, becaufe it at once gratified his glory, 
and his revenge; Marlborough, becaufe he 
gained both reputation and inunenfe riches, 
of which he was equally fond ; the third, who 
was guided by the other two, looked uponhira- 
felf as a Spartan humbling the pride of a Per- 
fxan monarch. . They proppfed inftead of peace 
a truce, and during that truce a full fatisfa^tion 
for all their allies, without taking any notice^ 
of the king's, conditionally that the king (hould 
ailift in driving his grand-fon from the throne 
of Spain, within two months ; and that as a; 
furety for his performance of the treaty, he 
fhould begin by ceding to the ftates general 
for ever, ten towns in Flanders, reftore Straf- 
burg and Brifac, and renounce the foyereignty- 
of Alface. Lewis little expeded, feme yeafsi 
before, when he refufed a company of horfe t^ 
Prince Eugene, when Churchill was only 9 
.colonel in the Englifh army, and the i^ame oSt 
Heiniius was hardly known, that one day thefe 
three men fhould impofe fiich laws upon him* 
The marquis de Torcy took his leave withr 
Out negotiating, and returned to carry the 
king the orders of his enemies. Lewis XIV# 
now did what he had never before done towards^ 
his fubjefis. He juftified his conduct in a cir- 
cular letter, which he addrefled to t-hem, in 
which, after acquainting his people with ther 
farther burthens he was obliged to lay upon 
them, he endeavoured to roufe their indigna- 
tion, honour, and even pity. The'' politicians 
faid that Torci went to the Hague in that fup- 
pliant manner, only to throw the whole blame 

upon 
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upon the enemy, to juftify Lewis XIV.- in the 
eyes of Europe, and animate the French to a 
juft refentment j but the fa(ft is, that he went 
there purely to demand peace. The prefident 
Rouille was left fome few days at the Hague, 
to endeavour to get more favourable conditions j 
but all the anfwer he received to his remon- 
firances was an order from the ftates-general 
to depart Holland in twenty-four hours *» • 

Lewis XIV. when he heard the rigorous 
terms impofed upon him, faid to Rouille, 
•* Well then, fmce I muft make war, I would 
rather it fhould be againft my enemies than' my 
children." He then made preparations to try 
his fortune once more in Flanders ; the famine, 
wl^ich had laid wafte the countries round, 
proved a refource for the war; thofe who 
wanted bread enlifled for foldiers. Many lands 
lay untilled; but we had an army. MaF- 
Ihal Villars, who had been fent the preceding 
year into Savoy, to command a few troops 
whofe ardour was revived by his prefence, and . 
who had met with fome little fuccefles, was 
recalled into Flanders, as the perfon in whom 
his country placed all her hopes. 

Marlborough had already taken Tournai ; 
and with prince Eugene, who had covered the 
fiege, marched to inveft Mons. Marftial Vil- 
lars advanced to prevent them, having with 
him marflial Boufflers, a fenior officer, but who 
had defired to ferve under him. Boufflers had 
a true afFeflion for his king and country; he 
* ■ ■ ' ' ' " 

•Torci had a£lually agreed to preliminaries whicfi 
Lewis rejected ; and it was in confequence of this rejed^ion . 
•that Rouille was ordered to quit Holland in four and twenty 
hours. 

M 5 • proved, 
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proved, on this occaiion, (notwithftandingwhat 
has been fa id by a very fcnfible man) that there 
are virtues in a monarchical ftate, efpecially un- 
der a good matter. There arc doubdcfe as 
•many as in a republic, with lefs enthufiafin per- 
haps, but with more of what is called honour. 
' As foon as the French advanced' to oppofe 
the invefting of Mons, the allies, on their fide 
advanced to attack them near the wood of Blan- 
gies and the village of Malplaquet. 

The two armies confifted of about eighty 
thoufand men each) but the allies had forty-two 
battalions more. The French brought eighty 
pieces of cannon into the field, the allies one 
hundred and forty. The duke of Marlborough 
commanded the right wing, compofed of the 
Englifh and German troops in Englifli pay ; 
prince Eugene was in^ the center ; Tilli and 
the count of Naffau at the left, with the 
Dutch. 

^ Marflial Villars took the command 

V-jQ of the left wing of this army, and 
^^ left the right to marfhal Boufflers; he 
had entrenched his army in haftc *, a method 
perhaps njoft fuitablc to his troops, that were 
inferior rn numbers, and had been a long time 
unfuccefsful, and confifted of one half recruits ; 
it was moft fuitable likewifc to our condition 
at that time ; as an entire defeat would have 
ifitirely ruined the nation. Some hiftorians 
have found fault with the difpofition made by 

♦ Their camp was fortified with triple iotrencbments 5 
zfsd they were fo fortified with lines, intrenchments, can- 
iM« and trees laid acrofs^ that they feemed to be quite in- 

acceffibk. 

the 
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the marihal : ** He ought, (fay they) to have 
palled a large hollow, inftead of having it in 
his front.'* Is it not being rather too difcerning 
to judge thus from our clofet of what pafles in 
a field of battle ? 

All that I know is, the marftal himfelf faid, 
that the foldiers who had had no bread for a 
whole day, and had juft their alFowance diftri- 
buted among them, threw half of it away, to 
make the greater hafte to come to aftion. There 
has not been for many ages a longer or more 
obftinate battle ; none more bloody. I (hall 
fay nothing touching this aftion but what has 
been utiiverfally acknowledged. The enemies 
left wing, where the Dutch fought, was almoft 
entirely cut to pieces ; and we purfued them 
with the bayonets at the end of the piece, 
Marlborough at the right made and withftood 
furprifing efforts. Marihal Villars had occafion 
to thin his center to oppofe Marlborough ; at 
that very inftant the center was attacked, the 
entrenchments whith covered it were carried, 
the regiipent of guards who defended themmak- 
ing no refiftance. The marfhal, in riding 
from his left wing to his center, was wounded, 
and the day was loft ; the field of battle was co- 
vered with the bodies of thirty thoufand men, 
killed and dying. ^ - 

* The lofs of the French in this battle did 
not anaount to more than eight thoufand men ; 
the enemy left near twenty-one thoufand killed 
, and wounded, but the center being forced, and 
the two wings cut off, thofe who had made the 
grcateft flaughter loft the day, 

M 6. Mar- 
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Marfhal Boufflcrs ♦ made a retreat in good or- 
der, with the afliftance of the prince .of Tingri- 
Montmorenci, afterwards marfhal Luxem- 
bourg, inheritor of the valour of his anceftors* 
The army retired between Qucfnoi and Valen- 
ciennes, carrying with tbemfeveral ftandards and 
colours they had taken from the enemy f* 
Lewis XIV. comforted bimfelf with thefe fpoils, 
and it was efteemed a viftory to have dtfputed 
the day fo long, and to have loft only the field 
of battle. Marfhal Villars, at his return to 
court, aflfured the king, that if he had not been 
wounded, he fhould have gained the viftory. 
I know the general himfelf was perfuaded of 
this, but I know very few people befides who 
believe it. 

It may feem furprifing, that an army, whiqh 
had killed the enemy near two thirds more 
men than it lofl itfelf, fhould not endeavour to 
prevent thofe who had gained no other advan-* 
tage btft that of lying in the midft of their dead, 
from going to lay fiege to Mons. The Dutch 
were fearful for the fuccefs of this enterprize, 
and hefitated for fome time ; but the conquered 
are frequently impofed upon, and difheartened, 
by the name of having loft the battle. Men 
never do all that they might do, and the foldier 
who is told he is beaten, fears to be beaten 
again* Thus Mons was befieged and taken, 

• In a book, intttled^ Memoirs of marjbal Berwick, it i» 
raid, that marfhal Berwick made this retreat. In this man* 
ner are a number of memoirs written. 

f The allies took above forty colours and ftandards, fi^ 
teen pieces of cannon^ and a considerable number of priio- 
ners, 

and 
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and 41 fot the Dutch, who kept q^ 
pofleffion of this town, as they had ^ ^^* 

done of Lille and Tournai* ^^^ 

CHAP. CLXXXV. 

Lewts XIV. continues to follicit peace, and 
to defend himfelf. The Duke of Vendomb 
fecurcs the King of Spain on his throne. 

TH E enemy not only continued thus ad- 
vancing by degrees, and levelled all the 
barriers of France on this fide, but they pre- 
tended, with the afliftance of the duke of Savoy, 
to furprife Franche.Compte, and penetrate at 
once by both ends to the heart of the kingdom. 
General Merci, who was charged with facili- 
tating this enterprize, by entering into Upper 
Alface by the city of Bafil, was happily ftopt 
near the ifle of Newburg on the a ' ^ 
Rhine, by the count, afterwards mar- "S* ^^> 
fhal Dubourg. By an unaccountable ^7^9 
fatality, all thofe of the name of Merci have 
been as unfuccefsful asefteemed. This wasde-^ 
feated in the completeft manner. Nothing was 
undertaken on the fide of Savoy, but much was 
apprehended in regard to Flanders; the domef- 
tic affairs of the kingdom were in fo languid a 
ftate, that the king once more follicited peace 
like a fuppliant ; he offered to acknowledge the 
archduke for king of Spain ; to withdraw all aP 
fiftance from bis grandfon,and leave him to his 
fates to deliver up four places as fecuritiess to. 

reftorc 
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reftore Stfafbourg and Brifac ; to rcfign thq fo- 
vfcrcignty of Alface, rcfervrng only the prefec- 
ture i to demolifh all the fortined places between 
Bafil and Philipfcourg j. to fill up the long for- 
midable harbour of Dunkirk, and demolifh its 
fortifications j and to leave Lifle, Tournai, 
Ypres, Menin, Furnes, Conde, and M^^ubeuge, 
in the hands of the ftates-general. Thefe were 
'in part the articles propofed, to ferve as ai bafis 
for the peace which he foUicited. 

The allies, determined to have the triumph 
of difcuffing the fubmifiive propofals of Lewis 
XIV. permitted his plenipotentiaries to come to 
the little town of Gertruydenberg, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1710, to prefent their maf- 
ter's fupplications. Lewis made choice of mar- 
ffaal d'tJxelles, a man of great coolnefs and ta- 
citurnity, and of a difpofition rather prudent 
than elevated or bold ; with him was joined the 
abbe, afterwards cardinal Polignac, one of the 
brighteft wits, and moft eloquent oratprs of 
his age, and of a mod engaging' perfon and 
a4dre^ ; hut wit, prudence, and eloquence, are 
of no fecvice in a minifter, when the mafter is^ 
unfuccefsful. It is conqueft that makes treaties* 
The ambaffadors of Lewis XIV. were rather 
confined in Gertruydenberg than received 
there. The deputies came to hear their propo- 
lals, which they tranfmitted to the Hague to 
prince Eugene, the duke of Marlborough, and 
count Zinzendorf, ambaflador from the empe- 
ror. Thefe propofals were almoft always re- 
ceived with contempt. The plenipotentiaries 
were infulted by the moft abufive libels, the 
work of French refugees, who were become 
more inveterate enemies to the glory of 

Lewiff 
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Lewis XIV. than even prince Eugene of the 
duke of Marlborough *. 

Though the French plenipotentiaries carried 
their fubmiffion fo far as to promife for the king, 
that he (hould furnifh money to dethrone Phi- 
lip V. they were not liftened to. It was infifted 
upon as a preliminary, that Lewis XIV. ffaould 
engage alone to drive his grandfon oat of Spain 
by force of arms. This abfurd piece of inhu-^ 
manity arofe from frefh fucceiTes. 

While the allies were thus treating Lewis 
XIV. like mafters irritated againft his priicfe and 
greatnefsy the city of Douay feH into their 
hands ; and foon afterwards Bethune, Aire, 
and St. Venant; and lord Stair propofed to fend 
parties to the gates of Paris. 
' Almoftat the fame time the archduke's army, 
commanded by Guy Starcmberg, the neareft 
in military reputation to prince Eu- ^ 
gene of all the German generals, "S* ^^ - 
gained a complete viftory near Sara- ^ ? ^ 
g<^t, over that army in which Philip and hi? 
adherents bad placed their hopes, and that was 
commanded by the marquis de Bay, an unfortu- 
nate general. Here again it was obferved, that 
the two rival kings, though within reach of 
their armies, were not prefent at this- battle. 
Of all the princes for whom Europe was then 
up in arms, the duke of Savoy was the only one 

• And they had more reafon fo to be. 

f The whole cavalry of Philip were defeated at Alme- 
fiara> by the allied horfe commanded by general Stanhope^ 
who, with his •wn hand, flew general Amefl*aga, comman- 
der of the Spanifli guards. General Surembecg followed^ 
PhUip't Army to Saragofla, where they gave him battle, on> 
the ninth diy.pfAuguft, aad were touUy defeated, 

who 
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who fought his own battles. It was a melan- 
cholly confideration, that he could acquire his 
glory only by fighting againfi: his two daugh- 
ters, one of whom he endeavoured to dethrone^ 
in order to gain a fmall fpot of ground in Lom- 
bardy, about which the emperor Jofeph already 
began to make feme difficulties, and that he 
would have have been ftript of the very firft 
opportunity. 

This emperor, whowas fucce&ful every where, 
(hewed no moderation in his good fortune. By 
his own pure authority he difmembered Bavaria, 
and beftowed the fiefs thereof on his relations and 
creatures. Hedefpoiiedthe young dukeofMiran* 
dola of his dominions in Italy, and the princes 
of the empire maintained an army for him on 
the Rhine, without thinking that they were la- 
bouring to cement a power of which they flood 
in dread ; fo much did the old reigning hatred 
to the name of Lewis XIV. occupy ev«ry mind,, 
as if their chief intereft had been, concerned 
therein. Jofeph had likewife the good for- 
tune to fupprefs the rebellious Hungarians*. 
The court of France had fet up prince Ra- 
gotfki againft him, who came armed with, 
his own pretenfions and thofe of his country-, 
men. Ragotfki was beaten, his town taken, 
and his party ruined. Thus Lewis XIV. was 
equally unfortunate abroad and at home, by fca 
and by land, in his public negociations and his 
private intrigues. 

It was believed by all Europe at that time, that 
the archduke Charles, brother to the fortunate 
Jofeph, would reign without a -competitor in. 
Spain. Europe was threatened with a power > 
more formidable than that of Charles V, and 

the 
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the Englifli, fo long the declared foes of tho 
Auftrian^Spanifh branch, and the Dutch, it» 
revoked flaves, were thofe who exerted them- 
felves to eftablilh it. Philip V. who had taken 
refuge in Madrid, quitted it again, and retired 
to Valladolid, while the archduke Charles made 
his entry-as a conqueror. 

The F<rench king could no longer fupply his 
grandfon with fuccours ; he had been obliged 
to do that partly through neceffity which the 
allies had exaded of hhnat Grcrtruydenberg, ta 
abandon the caufe of Philip, by fending for 
thofe troops that were yet in Spain for his own 
defence^ being hardly able to make head againft 
the powerful cfibrts of the enemy in Savoy, on 
the Rhine, 4nd in Flanders, Where the ftrefs ol 
the war chiefly lay. 

r SfsdA vitzs^ ift-a ftiH itiMre depkurabfe fituatiotf 
than France* Aknoft all its prcmnces had been 
laid wafte by its enemies and frknds. It was 
attacked by Portugal. Its tradis was deffaroyed. 
There yrzs a general dearth throughcnit the king-* 
doiB } but this indeed was moceferverdly felt hf 
the vi£iQrs than by the vanquiihied, becaufe tbo 
common people, tfaroughoat this great ccmntry 
gave all in their power to Philip, for whom they 
had an afFe£kion, and refufed every thing to the 
Auftrians. Philip b^d no longer a general of 
troops from France ; the duke of Orleans, by 
whom his drooping fortune had been a little 
raifed, inftead of (Commanding bts army, wasi 
become 1)15 enen^y. It is certain, that notwtth* 
ftand ing the afFe£lion the inhabitants of Ma- 
drid bad for Philip, and the fidelity of the gran- 
dees and all Caftile, he bad ftill a powerful 
P|rty againft him .in Spain. The Catalonians,^ 

a war- 
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a warlike and headftreng nation, were, to a man, 
obftinately attached to his rival. One half of 
Arragon had likewife been gained over. One 
party of the people waited the event of affairs^ 
and the other hated the archduke more than 
they Joved Philip. The duke of Orleans, the 
namefake of Philip, difgufted witb the Spanifb 
miniftry^ and ftiU more dffpleafed with ^ the 
prineefs Urfini, who governed aflfairs, began to» 
think that he might fecure for himfelf the coun- 
try which he was fent to defend $ and when 
Lewis XIV. himfelf propofed to give up hia 
grandfon, and that an abdication was already 
talked of in Spain, the duke of Orleans thought 
himfelf worthy of fiUins the throne which* ni^ 
Hp y. would be obliged to reiign. He had feme 
pretenfions to that place which had been left 
unnoticed In the king of Spain's wUl) and nHikh 
Im father had ftspported by a proteft. 
; By means of his agents he made an agreemefit 
V^ith fome of the grandees, who engaged tor 
place him on the throne, in cafe Philip V* Ihould 
^uit if. In this cafe, he would have found ma« 
ny of the Spaniards ready to lift under the ftan- 
dard of a prince who was fo complete a war* 
fior. This fcheme, had it fucceedej, could not 
bave difpleafed the maritime powers, as there 
would have been lefs apprehenflon of feeing the 
kingdoms of France and Spain united in one 
perfon, and fewer obftacles to the peace. ^ The 
proje£): was diifcovered at Madrid about the be- 
ginning of 1709, while the duke of Orleans 
was at Verfailles, and his agents in Spain were 
Imprifoned. Philip V. never forgave his coufin: 
for thinking him capable of abdicating, and 
endeavouring to iucceed . him. la France . ijte 

whole 
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whole kingdom cried out againft the duke of 
Orieans. The^ dauphin, father to Philip V. 
propofed in council to bring the offender to juf- 
tice ', but the king chofe rather to pafs in filence 
this abortive and pardonable fcheme, than to 
punifh a nephew, s^ the time that a grandfbn 
was on the verge of ruin. 

In fine,' about the time of the battle of Sara- 
gofla, the Spanilh council and moftof the gran- 
dees, finding they had no leader to oppofe to 
Staremberg, whom they looked upon as a fe- 
cond Eugene, wrote in a body to Lewrs XIV. 
requeftin^him to fend them the duke de Ven- 
dome. This prince, who had retired to Anct, 
fet out immediately, and his prefence wa3 as 
good as an army. The Spaniards were ftriick 
with the great reputation he had gained in Italy, 
which the unfortunate campaign of Lille had not 
been able to impair. His afi^btlity, opennefsy 
and liberality, which latter qualification he car- 
ried to a degree of profufion, and his love for 
his foldiers, won him all hearts; the moment he 
fet his foot in Spain there happened to him 
what had formerly happened to Bertrand du 
Guefclin ; his name alone drew a croud of vo- 
lunteers. He wanted money; the corporations 
of the towns and villages, and the religious 
communities, fupplied him. The nation was 
feized with a fpirit of enthufiafm. The fcat- 
tered troops left after the battle of Sa- a „(^„/i 
ragoffa affembled together under him j^.q* 
at Valladolid. Every place exerted ' 
itfelf in furnifliiog recruits.. The duke de Ven^ 
dome, without aBowing time for this frcfh ar- 
dour to cool, goes in purfuit of the conquerors, 
brings the king back to Ma^rid^ obliges this 

enemy 
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enemy to retire towards the frontiers of Portu- 
gal, follows them thither, makes his army fwim 
jj over the Tagus, takes general Stan- 

I'TKi ^^^ prifoner in Brihuega with five 

' thoufand Enelilh, comes up with ge* 

neral Staremberg at Villa Viciofa, and gives 
him battle the next day. Philip V. who had 
not accompanied any of his former generals to 
tiie fight, animated with the duke of Vendome's^ 
fpirit, put bimfelf at the head of the right wing,' 
while that general took the left. A complete 
vidory was gained over the enemy ♦ ; and, in 
lefs than four months time, this great general, 
who had been called in when things were at 
the laft extremity, retrieved all, and fecuced 
the crown for ever on the head of Philip V. 

While the allies remained confounded at this 
furprifing revolution, one of a more fecret kind, 
though equally important, was preparing ix| 
England. 

Sarah Jennings, dutchels of Marlborough, 
ffoverned queen Anne, and the duke, her huf- 
band, governed the ftate* Hti had the treafury 

* Stanhope was furprtfed^ furroundedy and, after a vety 
obftinate refiftance, obliged to furrender himfelf and all his 
forces, amounting to two thoufand men, including' three 
lieutenant-generals, one major-general, and one brigadier* 
At Villa' Viciofa, Staremberg foaght againft doable his num- 
ber. His left wing was utterly defeated s but with the re«*' 
mainder of his troops he maintained his ground till nighl^ 
when the enemy rctirtd in diforder, leaving him mailer of 
the field and all their artillery, after having loft above fix 
thoufand men, who were killed oh the fpot. Staremberg^ 
bad fuffered fo much in the battle, that be could not pre- 
tend to maintain his ground any longer ; he therefore <he- 
dered their cannon to be nailed up, and retired to Catalo- 
nia. » 

at 
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at his command, through the means of the lord 
high treafurer Godolphin, whofe fon had married 
one of his daughters. His fon-in Jaw, Sunderland, 
who was fecretary of ftate, fubmitted every 
thing in the cabinet to him, and the queen s 
houfhold, where his wife had an unlimited au- 
thority, was at his devotion. He was mafter of 
the army, while he had ,the difpofal of all 
pofts. 

England was at that time divided between 
two parties, the whigs and the tories. The 
whigs, at whofe head he was, -did every thing 
that could contribute to his greatnefs ; and the 
tories had been forced to admire him in filence. 
It is not unworthy of hiftory to add, that the 
duke and dutchefs were the two handfomeft 
perfons of their time ; and that this advantage 
contributes not a little to impofe upon the mul- 
titude, when accompanied with dignities and 
honour. 

The duke had more intereft at the Hague 
than the penfionary ; and had great influence 
in Germany, had always been fuccefsful as a 
negociator and general, and enjoyed a more 
extenfive fhare of power and reputation, than 
had ever been the lot of any one private man. 
He could likewife ftrengthen his power by the 
immenfe riches he had acquired during his bav- 
- ing.the command. I have heard his widow fay, 
that, after he had given fortunes to his four 
children, he had remaining, independent of 
any gifts from the crown, feventy thoufand 
pounds per ann. clear money, which makes 
about .one million five hundred thoufand of our 
livres. Had not his frugality been equal to his 
grcatncfe, he might have formed a party in the 

king- 
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kingdom that queen Anne could not eafily have 
overthrown; and had his wife been a little 
more complaifanty the queen would never have 
broke her chains. But the duke could never get 
the better of his thirft for riches, nor the dutcheis 
of her capricious temper. The queen loved her 
with a tenderneis that went even to fubmiffion, 
and a giving up of all will. In attachments of 
,this nature, we generally find that diflike be- 
gins firft on the ude of the monarch : caprice, 
pride, and an abufe of fuperiority, are the 
things which firft make the yoke felt, and all 
thefe the duich^fs of Marlborough heaped upon 
her miftrefs with a heavy hand. The queen, 
.who could not want a favourite, turned her 
.tycs upon lady Maihan), one of the ladies of 
her bed-chamber* The dutchefs could not con- 
ceal her jealoufy ; it broke out on a thoufand 
occafions. A pair of gloves of a particular 
fafhion which (he refufed the queen, and a jar 
of water that Ibe let fall in her prefence upon 
lady Mafham*s gown, by an aiFeded miftake, 
changed the face of affairs in Europe. Matters 
grew warm between the two parties. The 
new favourite's brother alked the duke for a re- 
giment; the duke cefufed it, upon whic)i the 
queen gave it him herielf. The tories laid 
hold of this conjundure to free the queen from 
her domeflic flavery, humble the power of the 
duke, change the miniftry, make peace, and if 
poffible replace the Stewart family on the throne 
of England *. If the difpofition of the dutchefs 

would 

• We can affirm, on the very bed anthority, that the 
toriet never harboured any fuch defiga* There might in- 
- deed be fome Jacobitti among them, who fecrcUy enter- 
tained 
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would have allowed her to make fome concef- 
fions, (he might ftill have retained her power. 
rthe queen and (he had been ufed to write to 
each other every day, tinder borrowed names: 
this myfterious familiarity always left the way 
open for a reconciliation ; but the dutchefs made 
uk of this rcfource only to make things worfei 
She wrote to the queen in the moft infolent 
terms ; and, among other expreffions made ufe 
of the following ; " Do me juftice, and make 
me no anfwer/* She foon repented of what (he 
had done, and went to a(k pardon of the queen 
with tears in her eyes -; but her majefty made 
her only this reply ; *' You have ordered me 
not to anfwer ycki, and I (hall not anfwer you." 
After this the breach was irreparable ; the 
dutchefs appeared no more at court, and fome 
' time afterwards Sunderland, the duke's fon-in- 
law, was removed from the miniftry, as the firft 
ftep towards turning out Godolphin, and then 
the duke himfelf. In other kingdoms this is 
called a difgrace^ in England it is only a change 
of affairs; hut this was a change very difficult 
to be brought about. The tories, tho' mailers 
of the queen, were not of the kingdom ; they 
found themfelvcs obliged to have recourfe to 
religion. At prefent there is little more religion in 
Great Britain than what is juft fufficient to diiliUf. 
gui(h faSions. The whigs inclined to pre(by. 
terianifm. This was the fa£tion that had de. 

tained notions of that kind ^ but thefe they carefully con« 
cealed from the party with which they aflbciated. Some 
too were driven into jacobitifm by hard ufage : but the 
toiiet in general had no intention to alter that focceilioa 
whieb they themfclves eftablilbed. 

throned 
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throned James IL perfecuted Charles U. and 
brought Charles I. to the block. Xhetories; 
were in thet episcopal intereft, that favoured 
the houfe of Stewart, tod waoted.to introduce 
the do&rine of paffive obedience to kings, be- 
cauiie the bifhops hoped, by that means, to have 
more obedience pai^ to themfelves. A clergy** 
man was procured to preach up this do^ine in 
St, Paul's cathedral, and to fet forth, in the 
moft odious light, the adminiftratioh of the duke 
of Marlborough, and the meafures of the party 
who had given the crown to king William ; but 
xiotwithftandtng the qupen fecretly favoured this 
preacher, fhe could not prevent his being 
lilenced for three years bjptBe two houfes, af- 
fembled in Weftminfter-hall, who ordered his 
fermoh to be burnt by the hands of the common 
hangman. She felt her want of power ftill 
more fenfibly, in not daring to indulge the calls 
of blood in opening a way for her brother to 
that throne which the whigs had barred, againft 
him. Thofe writers who (ay that Marlborough 
and his party fell the inftant th^ queen ceafed 
to fuppott them with her favour, know nothing 
of the'afFairs of England. The queen, though 
jnow dcfirous of peace, did not dare to removt 
Marlborough from' the command of her armies; 
and, in the fpring of 171 1, he was ftill pur* 
fuing his con^uefts over France, though in dif- 

trace at his own court. A private agent from 
r a ace was ii»At -t^Xenden, -to-prepofe condi«- 
tions of peace under-handi but the queen's new 
miniftry did riot dare to accept them asyyet, 
, ;A new event, as unforeften as the others, 
completed this great work. The emperor Jo* 

. feph 
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IcfA died, and left the dominions * .. 
of the houfe of Auftria, and the \" ."* 
<3rrman empire, together with the ? 

f retenfions to Spain and America, to his bro- 
ther Charles, who was elcfted emperor : fomc 
months afterwards; * - 

r Oa the firft hcfws of his death, the prejtf- 
'dices whidi had put arms into the hands of 
fo many nations, began to be diffipated in Eng- 
land by the care of the new miniftry. • Tht? 
war, (aid they, wa^ begun to prevent Lewis 
XIV, from governing 'Spain, America, Lom- 
bard y, and the kingdom of Naples and Sicily, 
in the name of his gr^ndfon ; why then Ihoald 
we endeavour to unite all thefe kingdoms in 
the family of Charles VI? Why muft the 
Englife nation exhauft its treafures ? We have 
paid more to the war than Germany and Hol- 
land together. The expences of this year 
alone amounts to feven trillions fterling ; and 
is the nation to ruin itfelf for a caufe it has no 
concern with, and to procure a part of Flanders 
for the Dutch, our rivals in trade? All thefe 
arguments emboldened the queen, and opened 
the eyes of a great part of the nation, and a 
new parliament being called, the queen was 
at liberty to prepare matters for the peace of 
Europe. ^ r 

But though fhe might do this privately, fhe 
could not as yet publicly break with her allies ; 
fo that while they were negociating in the ca- 
binet, Marlborough was carrying on the fer- 
vice in the field. He ftill continued advancing 
in Flanders, where he forced the lines that 
. yot,.VIL N maifhal 
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G^ marflud VilUrs had drawn from Moi^ 
^^ tfeuil to Valencieiuiesy took BoucbatOt 
< advanced as far. as Qs^^o^* ^^ '^<>Q^ 
4lience was proceeding towards Paris, which bad 
not a fingle rampart to oppofe hini. 

It was at this unfortunate period that the A^ 
floioiis Dugu^-trduin» who had not as yet any 
Tank in the fea fervice, and owed every thifle' 
to himfelf» by his own courage^ and the affik 
^nce of fome merchants who furnilhed him with 
money, fitted out a fmall fleet, and failed to 
Km^4> ^^a *^ Brafiis, where he to<^ one of 
f^xC\ !, A« principal cities caUed St. Sebaf- 
uct.1711 ^i„ jc£i^ Janeiro. He and his 

crew returned home load^ with rjches, and the 
Portuguefe loft even mint than he had gained ; 
•but the nrifchief that he had done in the Brafits 
-did not alleviate the mtieries of France. 
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CHAP. CLXXXVI. 

Vifkory gained bv Mar^al VxLt ars at De- 
MAIN. The Affairs of France retrieved. 
. The general Peace. 

TH E negociations which were how opeiv 
]y fet on foot in Londont proved naore 
ialutary. The queen fent the earl of Straf*- 
ford ambafiador to Holland, to communicate to 
the ftates the propofals made by Lewis XIV. 
Marlborough's leave was no longer afked. The 
earl of Strafford obliged the Dutch to name 
plenipotentiaries^ and to receive thofe of 
France. 

Three private perfons ftiU continued to op- 

£>re the peace ; tbefe were Marlboroufi;h, prince 
ugene, and Heinfius, who perfifted in their 
intention of crufhing Lewis XIV. but wfaea 
the Ei^liih general returned to London, at the 
clofe of the campaign in 171 1, he was deprived 
of all his employments ; he found a new houff? 
of commons, and had no longer the majority 
in the houfe of lords. The queen, by creating 
a number of new peers, had weakened the 
duke's party, and ftrengtbeped the crown ii^r 
tereft. He was now accufed, like Scipio, of 
malverfation ; and, like that hero, extricated 
himfelf by his reputation and by retiring. He 
was ftill powerful, though in (uigrace. Prince 
Eugene himfelf came over to London, on pur-> 
pofe to ftrengthen his party. This prince met 
with the reception due to his birth and reputa* 
tion, but his propofals were reje<fted. The 
court-intereft prev^ed, prince Eugene returned 
N z to 
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to end the war alone, with the frelh incentive 
of a profpec^ of vidory, without a companion 
ro divide the honour. 

While the congrefs was aflcmbling at Ut- 
j-echt, and the French plempotentianes, who 
had been fo ill ufed at Gertruydenberg, now 
returned to treat upon more equal terms, mat* 
ihal Vlllars lay behind his lines to cover Arras 
and Cambray. Prince-Eugene took the town of 
Quefnov, and overfprcad the country with an 
army of an hundred thoufand men. TheDBich 
had exerted themfelves ; and though they had 
never before furniihed their whole quot^ towards 
the neceflary expences of the war, they had 
this year exceeded their contingent. Queen 
Anne could not as yet openly dile;igage herfelf 
-from them j (he had fent the duke of Ormond 
'to join prince Eugene's army with twelve thou- 
fand Eng!i(h, and ftijl kept in pay a ntinaber 
of German troops. Prince Eugene, after burn- 
ing the fuburbs of Arras, advanced towards the 
French army, and propofed to the duke of Or- 
mond to give them>a.ttle ; ^)ut the Englifh ge- 
neral had been fent wkh orders not to fight. 
The private liegociations between England and 
France drew towards a conclufion : a fufpenfion 
pfarms was proclaimed between the twocrowns. 
Lewis XIV. put Dunkirk into the hands of the 
Englifti, as a fecurity for the performance of 
his engagements. The duke of Ormond then 
retired towards Ghent: he endeavoured to take 
with him'the troops that were in the queen's 
pay ; but none would follow him except four 
fquadrons of the regiment of Holftein, and one 
Regiment of Liege. The troops of Brandenburg^ 
Saxony, Hcfle, and Denmark, remained with 
3 prince 
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prince Eugene, and were paid by the Dutch* ' 
Tte elcdor of Hanover himfelf, who was to 
fucce^d Queen Anne on the throne of England, 
HQtwithftanding her remonftrances, continued 
his trQop» in. the pay of the allies, which plainly 
ibewed, that the pretentions of his family tojhe 
crown of England did not depend upon queen 
Anne*8 favour. 

Prince Eugene, though deprived of the aflif- 
tance of the Engliih, was dill fuperior by twen* 
ty thoufand men to the French army ; he was 
Ckewife fuperior by his polltion, by the great 
plenty of magazines, and by nine years of con- 
tinued victories. 

• Marihal Villars could not prevent him from 
laying fiege to Landrecy. Frarwre, exhauded 
or men and money, was in confternalion, and 
people placed no great dependence on the con* 
ferences at Utrecht, which might be all over- 
thrown by the fucceffes of prince Eugene. Se- 
veral conudera&le detachments had already en- 
tered Champagne and ravaged the country, and 
advanced as far as the gates of Rheims. 

The alarm was .now as. great at Verfailles as 
in the reft of the kingdom. The death of the 
king's only (on, which fell out this year, the 
duke of Burgundy, the dutchefs his wife, and 
their eldeft fon, all carried to their gr^ives the 
fame day, and the only remaining child at the 
point of death j all thefe domeftic misfortunes, 
added to thofe from without, and the fufFcrings 
of the people, made the clofe of Lewis XlV'g 
reign confidered as a. time pointed out for cala- 
mities, and every one expelled to fee more 
difafters than they had formerly feen greatnefs 
and glory. 

N 3 Pre- 
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Prccifdv at this p^iod, the duke deVcn* 
dome died in Spain. The general dtfpirited- 
nefs which fetzed upon the French iiadoA on 
this occafion, of which I remember to have 
been myfclf a witnefS) fiHed them with appre<- 
henfionS) left Spain, which had been ilipported 
by the duke de Vend6me» Ihpuld tail with 
him. 

As Landrecy could not hold out long, it was 
debated at Veriailles, whether the king fhould 
retire to Chambord. On this occafton he told 
the marihal d'Harcourt, that, in cafe of any 
freih misfe^rtune, he would af&mble the nobility 
of his kingdom, lead them in perfon againft 
the enemy, notwithftandine he was now up- 
wards of feventy, and die fighting at their bead. 
• A fault committed by prince Eugene deh'vered 
the king and kmgdom from thefe dreadful in* 
quietudes. It is faid, that his Imer wtre too 
inuch extended; that his magazines atMar- 
chiennes were at too great a dinance t and that 
general Albemarle, who was pofted between 
jDenain and the princess camp, was not within' 
reach of affifting him foon enoudr, in cafe he 
Was attacked. I nave been aflurcd^ that a beau- 
tiful Italian lady, whom I faw fometime after- 
wards at the Hague, and whom prince Eugene 
then kept, lived in Marchiennes 5 and that it 
Ivas on ner account that this was made a place 
for magazines. It is doing injuftice to pripce 
Eugene, to fuppofe that a woman could have 
*ny fliare in his military arrangements; biit 
when we know that a curate, and a counfellor 
of Douay, named leFcvre d'Orval walking to- 
gether in thofe quarters, firft conceived die 
idea tbat Penain and IVlarchiennes might e901f 
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be attacked ; this will better ferve to prove, by 
what fecret and weak fprings the great affairs 
of this world are often dire^led. . Le Fevre 
communicated his notion to the intendant of 
the province, and he to marfhal Monteiquiou, 
who commanded under marfhal Villars ; th^ 
general approved of the fcheme, an4 put it into 
execution. To thh a£lion, in hAy France 
owed her fafety more than to the peace ihe made 
with England. Marfhar Villars put a deceit 
upon prince Eugene ; a body of dragoons was 
ordered to advance in fight of the cncmy*s camp^ 
tt if going to attack it } and while thefe dragoons 
retired towards Guife, the marfhal j , 
inarched towards Denain with his ^ ^7,2 
army drawn up in five columns, ^' 
forced general Albemarle's inlrcnchmcnts, de- 
fended by feventeen battalions, who were all 
killed or made prifoners. The general himfelf 
fiirrendered prifoner of war, with two princes 
of the houfe. of NafS^u,. the prince of Holfteln, 
the prince of Anhalt, and all the (Officers of the 
detachment. Prince Eugene marched in ha&ii 
to their affiflance, but did not come up tUi. tha 
a£lion was over ; aiid, in endeavouring to ge€ 
poiTefiion of a bridge that led tb Denain, be 
loft a number of his men, and was obliged to 
return to , his camp, after having been witnefs 
of this defeat. 

' All the pofts along the Searpe, as far as Mar-* 
ebiennes, were carried, one after another, with 
the utmoft rapidity $ the army then pu(Ked di^ 
re6lty for Manchienaes, which was defended 
by four tbottfartd men ; the fiegc was carried 
.on with the greateft vigour, and in t.irt<^ days 
time the garrifon were made prifoners of war ; 
N4 aU 
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T ] all the am^mition and provifions that 

ju y 30, ^^ enemy had laid up for the whcBc 
' ' campaign, fell into our hands. The 
fuperiority was now wholly on the ilde of mar- 
ibal Villars ; the enemy difcouraged, ralfed the 
Scot and ^^^^ of Landrecy, and foon'after- 
OStmiT. ^*^^ ^*^ Douay, Quefnoi, ^^and 
' Bouchain, retakei^ by our troops. 
The frontiers were now in fafety. Prince Eu- . 
gene drew ofF his army, after haying loft near 
£fty battalions, forty of who;^ were made prifo^ 
ntrs t>etween the fight of Denain and the end oC 
the campaign. The moft fignal vidory could 
not have produced greater advantages. 

Had marfbial Villars been ppiTcfTed of the fainc^ 
Ihare of popular favour with forae other gene- 
rals, he would have been publicly called the re* 
ftor^ of France, inftead of which they hardly 
acknowleged the obligations the;^ had to him, 
and envy prevailed oyer the public joy for this 
unexpected fuccefs. 

Every ftep of marfhal de Villars haftened the 
peace of Utrecht ; queen Anne's miniflry, as an- 
fwerable to their country and to Europe for their 
^fiions, negleded nothing that concerned the 
intereft of England and its allies, and the fafety 
of the public weal. In th^ iirft place, they in"* 
fided that Philip V. now fettled on the thrpne 
of Spain, {hould renounce his right to the 
crown of France, which he had hitherto con- 
ftantly maintained > and that the duke of Berry, 
his brother, prefumptive heir to that crown, 
after the only remaining great gr'andfon of 
Lewis XIV. then at thepoint of death, (houM 
likewife renounce all pretentions to the crown 

of 
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of Spain, in cafe he (hould come to be king of 
Prance. They likewife exacted the fame on 
the part of the dulce of Orleans. The late 
twelve years war had fhewn how little men arc 
to be bound by fuch afts ; there is no one 
known law that obliges the defcendants of a 
prince to give up their right to a throne becaufe 
their father may have renounced it.' Thefe re- 
nunciations are of no effed, except when th« 
common intereft is in concert with them ; but 
however they ferved to calm, for the prefent, a 
twelve years ftormj and it is probable, that one 
day, feveral nations may join to fupport thefe 
renunciations that are now the bafts of the ba- 
lance of power, and the tranquility of Europe. 

By this treaty the ifland of Sicily was given 
to the duke of Savoy, with 'the title of king, 
and on the continent the towns of Feneftrelles, 
Exille5, with the valley of Pragilas : fo that they 
took from the houfq of Bourbon, to aggran- 
dize him.. 

The Dutch had a confiderable barrier given 
them, which they had always been aiming at ; 
and if the houfe of Bourbon was defpoiled of 
fome territories in favour of the duke of Savoy, 
the houfe of Auftria was, on the other hand, 
ftript to fatrsfy the Dutch, who were become 
at its expence the guarantees and mafters of thfc 
ftrongeft cities of Flanders. Due regard was 
paid to the intereft of the Dutch with rcfpedt 
to trade ; and there was an article ftipulatcd 
likewife in favour of the Portuguefe. 

The fovereignty of the ten provinces of t! c 

'Span Kb Neihei lands was re ferved for the efr|C- 

ror, together with the advantageous lordfliip of 

N 5 irie 
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the barrier towns. They likcwife guarantied: 
to him the kingdom of Naples and Sicily, with 
atl his pofleffions in Lombardy^ and the four 
ports on the coaft of Tufcany. But the qburt 
of Vietinia would not fubfcribe to tbefe condi-^ 
tions, as thinking (he h^ aot fufficiem juflicQ 
done her. 

. As to England, her gj^ ftnd intcrcft were 
Efficiently ^ured. She had obtained the de- 
molition of the harbour and fortifications of 
Dunkirk, whicl^ had been the obje£l of fo much 
jealoufy. She W«$ left in poiTeifion of Gibraltar 
and ^tbe illand of Minorca by Spain. France 
ceded to her HudAm's bay, the iflandof New-* 
foundland, and Acadia i and ihe procured 
greater privileges fbr her American trade than 
had been granted even to the French, who placed 
Philip V. on the throne. We rouft likewife 
reckon among the glorious a£ls of the Englifh 
mintftry its having engaged Lewis XIV. to 
confent to fet at liberty tbofe of hisf^bje&s who 
were confined in pri(bn on account of their re* 
ligion ; tbiB was dilating lawf, but laws of a 
very refpe£lable nature. 

Laftiy, queen Anne, facrificiog the rights of 
blood, and the fecret inclinations of her heart, 
to the defires of her country^ fecured the fuc- 
ceflion to the crown of Great Britain to the 
houfe of Hanover. 

As to the eleAors of Bavaria and Cologne, 
the former was to keep the dutchy of Luxem- 
bourg and the county of Namur till his briber 
and himfelf fhou^d be reilored to their eledo- 
rates ; for Spain had ceded tbofe two foverei^n- 
ties to the ele^or of Bararia, as a coi^fiderauon 

for 
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for his lofl€$, and the alJlies had taken i;ieither.o£ 
them during the war. 

For France, who demolifhed Duj^kifk, an^ 
gave up fo nianr places in Flanders that her 
ariDs had formerly conquered, and that had been 
ificured to her by the treaties of Nioie^uen an4 
Ryfwtck, fhe got back Lifle, Aire^ £ethiine» 
sind Saint- Venant. 

Thus did the £ngli(b miniftry to all appear- 
ance do juftice to every one ; bul: this was i&r 
Bled thesn by the whigs> ; and one half of tht, 
mation reviled the memory .of queent Anpe, for 
leaving done th« greateft good that a ibvefeigQ 
poffibly could do, in giving peace to fo many 
nations. She was reproached with not having 
difmembered France» when it wa^ in her power 
to do it. , 

. All thefe treaties were £gned^ one after ano- 
ther, in the coiirfe of the year 17 139 but wfae*- 
ther it was owing to the obftinacy of prince 
Eugene, or to the bad politics of the emperor's 
council, that monarch did not enter into any of 
thefe negociations. He would certainly havfe 
)»ad Landau, and perhaps Strafbourg, had he 
at firft fallen in with the views of queen Anne 
tuid her miniftryi but he Was bent upon conti* 
nuing the war, and fo got nothing. 

Marfliat Villars having fecured the reft of 
French Flanders, marched towar(|ji the &.hinc, 
and, after making bimfclf matter of ^ ^^ 
Spires, Worms, and all the circular ^^' ^ 
jacent country, he took Ltndait, ^i^i^ 
.which the emperor might have had by acceding 
to the peace, forced the lines that o^ 
|>rincc iiugene bad ordered to be ^^ 

drawn 
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drawn from Brifgau, defeated marfbal Vau-* 
bonne, who defended thofe lines ; and laftly, 
Q rt befieeed and took Friburg, thrcapitaF 

^ of Upper Auftrra. 

The council of Vienna preffed the circles of 
the empire to fend the fuccours they had pro* 
mifed, but no fuccours came. They now be* 
fUBOi to be fenfible that the emperor, without 
the afliftance of England and HoUand, could 
never prevail againftrrance, and refolvcd upon 
peace when it was too late. 

Marlhal Villars, after having thus put an 
end to the war, had the additional honour of 
concluding^the peace with prince Eugene, at 
Raftad. This was perhaps the firft tfme that 
two generals of oppofite parties had been known 
to meet together at the clofe of a campaign, to 
treat in the names of their mafters. They 
both brought with them that opennefs of cha- 
rafter for which they werediftinguiflicd. I have 
heard niarfhal Villars relate, that one of the 
firft things he faid to prince Eugene was this,: 
«• Sir, we do not meet a)5 enemies ; yoftr ene- 
mies are at Vienna, and mine at V erfeilles/ 
And in faft both of them had always cabals to 
combat at their refpeftive courts. 

There was no notice taken in this treaty of 
the prctenfions which the emperor ftill maini^ 
tained to the Spaniih monarchy, nor of the 
empty title ofCatholic King, that he con- 
tinued to bear after Philip V. was rn quiet pof- 
feiSon of the kingdom. Lewis XIV. kept 
Stralbourg and Landau, which he had before 
offered to give up, Huninguen, and new Bri- 
fac, which he had propofed to demoKih, and the 
fovereignty of Alface, which he had offered to 
" ' re- 
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Ifenouncc. But what was ftill more honourable 
ft)r him, he procured the eleftors of Cologne 
S^nd Bavaria to be reinftated in their ranks and 
tdoroinions. 

, It is a v^ry remarkable circumftance that 
Fran^ce in all her treaties with the emperors^ 
has conftantly prote£ted the rights of the princes 
and ftates of the empire. She laid the foun-. 
dation of the Germanic liberties by the peace of 
Munfter j and caufed an eighth ele^orate to be 
erected in favour of this very.houfe of Bavaria*^ 
The treaty of Weftphalia was coniii^med by, 
that of Nimeguen, By the treaty of Ryfwick; 
(he procured ajl the eftate of cardinal Fmllera-) 
berg to be reftored to him. Laftly, by this peace 
of Utrecht, (he obtained the re-eftabiiftiraent of, 
the two electors. It muft be acknowledged,. 
that throughout the whole negociation, wbich^ 
put an end to this long quarrel, France re- 1 
cetved laws from England, and impofed them. 
on the empire. 

The hiftorical meaioirs of thofe times, from . 
which fo many hiftories of Lewis XIV. have 
been compiled,, fay that prince Eugene, when. 
he had finifhed the conferences, deficed the- 
duke de Villars to embrace the knees of I>ewis, 
XIV. for him, and to prefent that monarch, in 
his name, with aflurances of the m^of): profound 
refped of ** A fubje(9: towards his fovereign.'*; 
In tlie firft place, it is not true, that a prince,.; 
the grand-fon of a fovereign, can be the fub^ 
je6): of another prince, becaufe he was born ia 
nis dominions \ and in die fecond place, it is.. 
ftill lefs fo that prince Eugene, vicar-general 
of the empire, could xaU himfelf tbe.fu^eAof 
the king of France. ^ 

1 And 
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And now each flite took pofleffioil of its- 
new rights. The duke of Saroy got hinnfeiF* 
acknowledged in Sicily, without ^onfulting the 
emperor, mio complained of it in vain. I^ewish 
XIV. procured entrance for his troops into: 
LiOe, the Dutch feized on their barrier towns,* 
and the ftates of the country gave them cmc- 
million two hundred and fifty tiioufand florins* 
per ann. to continue matters in Flanders. 
Lewis XIV. filled uf> the harbour of Dunkirk^, 
raized the citadel, and demoliflicd the fortifi- 
cations towards the fea, in prefenceof the£ng« 
)i(h commiffiiry. The inhabitants^ who faw 
their virhole trade ruined thereby, fent a depu- 
tation over to London to implore the clemency 
of queei> Anne. It was a mortifying circum- 
ibnce to Lewis XIV. that his fubjefi^ ftould 
fp to zQt favours of » queen of -England $ but 
sc was ffiU more melancholy fot tbefe poor: 
pieopk to meer with a refttfal hwn the queen. * 

The king, fometime afterwards, ejilarged the 
rimai of Mahlyke, and by means of fluicea 
formed; an harbour there, iiHiSch was thought 
adready to equal that of Dunkirk. The earl of 
Starr, ambaiEnlor from England, complained 
of this in warm terms to the king. It is faid 
in one of Hie beft books we have, that Lewia 
XI V. made him this reply : *^ My Lord, I have 
always been mafter in my own kingdom, fome- 
times in thofe of others : do not put me in re- 
membrance of it." I know of my own certain 
knowledge, that Lewis XIV. never made fo 
improper a reply; he was far from ever having 
been mafter in aSngland : he was indeed mafter 
in his own kingdom*^ but the point in queftion' 
was| whether be was mafterof eluding a trtatjr' 
* • I to 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



to wMch he owed Hik repore, and perhaps the 
j^re2Xt& part of hk kingdom. This howevier* 
IS true, that he put a ftop to the works of Mar-- 
%ck, and thua yielded to the remonftrances of 
the ambailador, mftead of braving them. The 
works of the canal of Mardyke were demolifhed 
foon afterwards, during the regency, and the 
treaty accomplifiied in every point. 

Notwithftanding the peade of Utrecht and 
Raftad, Philip V, was not yet in poHefiion of all 
Spain : he had ftill Catalonia to conquer^ and 
the HIands of Majorca and Ivica. 

It is necefTarv to know, that the emperor 
Charles havins left his wife at Barcelona^ and 
finding himfeff unable to carry on a war in 
Spain, and yet unwitting to give up his claim^ 
Or accept of the peace of Utrecht, liad never-, 
thefefs made an j^ement with queen Anne, 
fbr^fquadron c^l^gtiih fhij^s to bring away 
the empreii and the troopl) now ufelefs in Car- 
talonia. In fa<ft, Catalonta had been already 
mcuated ; and Starembeg, when he quitted 
mat provrnce, had reiignedbtis ticTe of viceroy }, 
but he left behind him ^^11 the feeds of a civil 
war, with the hopes dfa, fpeedy fuccour on the 
part of the einper<;r and the que^ of England. 
Thofc who had the moflr cl-^illt m that pro-- 
Vince, imagined that they might be able to form 
a republic under a foreign protedlion ; a^id that 
the king of Spain would not be ftrong enough 
to fubduc them. On this occafion, they dif- 
played that character which Tacitus gave them 
fo long'fince, who Calls them, *« An intrepid 
people, that count their lives for nothing when 
not employed in lighting/* • 

If 
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If they hadoiade half tiie efforts for Philip 
y. their king, as they then did againft him,, 
the archduke would never have difputed Spain* 
By the obftinate rcCftance they made, they, 
proved that Philip, though delivered from his 
competitor, was not able to reduce them by his 
own power. Lewis XIV. who during the latter 
p'art of the war, had not been able to affift his 
grand-(bn with either ftips or foldiers, againft 
his rival, Charles, now fent him fiiccours againft 
his rebellious fubjefts. A fleet of French fliips 
blocked up the harbour of Barcelona, and mar- 
fhal Berwick laid fiege to it by land. 

The queen of England, faithful to her treaty^ 
would not affift this city. .^ The emperor made 
a vain promife of fuccours. The befieged de- 
ftnded themfelves with a courage that was for- 
tified by fanaticifm. The priefts and noonks- 
ran to arms, and mounted the trenches, as if 
It had been a relfgious war. A phantoai of 
liberty rendered them deaf to all the advances 
made to them by their mailer. Upwards <rf' 
five hundred ecclefiaftics died during this fieg^^ 
with their arm« in their bands ; we may judg« 
whether by their fpeecKes and examples they 
Helped to animate the people* 
* They hung out a black enfign upon the 
breach, and flood feveral aflaulcss at length 
the bcfiegcrs having made their way into the 
tpwn, the befieged difputed ftreet after ftreet ; 
and having retreated into the new town, after 
the old one was taken, they offered to capitulate 
on condition of being allowed all their privileges j 
but they only obtained their lives and eftates. 
Moft part of their privileges were taken from 

theoi. 
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diem. Sixty monks were condemned to the 

falliesy and tbis was the only vengeance taken 
y the conquerorjs^ Philip V. had, during the 
war» treated the little town of Xativa much 
more feverdy^ by ordering it to be razed from 
the foundation as an example ; but though he 
might do this to a town of no importance, he 
would not deftroy aJarge city that had a fine 
fea-port, and was of ufe to the ftate. 

This fury of the Catalans, that had not ex- 
erted itfelf while Charles VL was among them^ 
and which tranfported them to fuch extremes 
when they were left without affiftance, was the 
iaft fpark of that flame which had been lighted 
4jp by the will of Charles II. king of Spain, and 
^had fo long laid wafle themoft beautiful pait 
4}f Europe^ 



End of the SEVENTH VOLUME. 
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